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JOINT ANALYSIS OF SEISMIC DATA

e Software for the joint analysis of Surface Waves: multi-component active and
passive data, MASW, MFA and RPM; HVSR, ReMi, ESAC/SPAC, P and S wave
refraction travel times, multi-component passive data for the reconstruction of
2D Vs sections [PS-MuCAA & 2D-SuPPSALA], interferometry etc.

e Analysis of non-equally spaced data (both for active and passive data)

e Synthetic seismograms and Full Velocity Spectra (FVS) inversion (no interpretation
of the velocity spectra) + computation of the modal and effective dispersion curves

e PS-MuCAA (Passive Seismic — MUIti Component Amplitude Analysis): multi-
component analysis of multi-offset passive data for a robust Vs profile and, together
with the 2D-SuPPSALA procedure, the identification of lateral variations

e 2D-SuPPSALA (SUbsurface Profiling via Passive Surface wave data Analysis
from Linear Array): a powerful tool for the 2D profiling from multi-component passive
data

e Effective management of geo-referenced photos from, for instance, your
smartphone for the site localization and/or the exploration of large areas

e Analysis of Rayleigh—wave attenuation

o [Effective management of geo-referenced photos from your smartphone also for the
exploration of large areas

e Batch (automatic) processing of several HVSR files (also for the reconstruction of
2D HVSR sections)

e Analysis (and joint inversion together with the dispersion data) of the RPM (Rayleigh-
wave Particle Motion) frequency-offset surface

e Back-scattering analysis (helping in the identification of possible cavities).
e Tool for the site response analysis

e Several new and improved tools for editing, assessing the quality. and analyzing
your active and passive data


http://www.winmasw.com/
http://www.winmasw.com/

wWinMASW®

THE LIMITS OF MY LANGUAGE MEAN THE LIMITs OF MY WORLD

MASW

MFA /
FTAN

FVS

HS

RPM

RVSR

Seismic techniques and main abbreviations

definition

Multi-channel Analysis of
Surface Waves

Multiple Filter Analysis /
Frequency-Time ANalysis

Full Velocity Spectrum

HoliSurface [Holistic
Analysis of Surface
Waves]

Rayleigh-wave Particle
Motion

Radial-to-Vertical Spectral
Ratio

notes

Methodology for the determination of the phase velocity
spectrum from multi-offset active data. Mathematics can
have a series of possible variants: fk analysis, 1-p or
phase shift (this latter is surely the best one). In order to
solve the inevitable non-uniqueness issues, it is
recommended to analyse multi-component data

Methodology for the determination of the group-velocity
spectrum from the analysis of one single trace [MFA and
FTAN are equivalent]

Methodology for the dispersion analysis carried out not
through the interpretation of the modal dispersion curves
but through the inversion / modelling of the entire (full)
velocity spectrum (hence the entire velocity-frequency
matrix). In this way it is not necessary to give any
interpretation of the velocity spectra. Possible both for
phase-velocity spectra [multi-offset approach] and group-
velocity spectra [single-offset approach]; both for single-
component data and multi-component data [joint analysis].

Improved MFA/FTAN methodology that considers multi-
component data (recorded at one single offset from the
source) and analysed together with the RPM and/or
RVSR curves [dispersion is analyses according to the
FVS [Full Velocity Spectrum] approach. See our
HoliSurface® application software

Curve that represents the retrograde-prograde motion
due to the Rayleigh wave as a function of the frequency
(useful to better constrain the subsurface model)

Spectral ratio of the radial and vertical components from
active data (Rayleigh-wave ellipticity). Useful, especially
in the low-frequency range in the joint analysis of
dispersion data although RPM curves are preferable

www.WinMASW.com - Shaping Seismic Solutions
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HVSR

ReMi

SPAC

ESAC

PS-
MUuCAA

2D-
SuPPSALA

MAAM

SSR

SSRn

GHM

Refraction
seismics

Horizontal-to-Vertical
Spectral Ratio

Ratio of the horizontal components with respect to the
vertical one from passive (microtremor) data. It depends
on the amount of Rayleigh and Love waves in the
microtremor field (a factor)

Determination of the dispersive properties from passive
data (linear arrays) using a mathematics pretty similar to
the one usually used from active (MASW-style) data

Technique for the determination of the dispersive
properties of passive data recorded according to a
circular (triangular) geometry. Less flexible compared to
ESAC. SPAC investigates a very limited frequency
range. ESAC is preferable because it works with any
geometry and investigate a much larger frequency range

Technique for the determination of the dispersive
properties of passive data recorded according to any
geometry (included linear arrays, which we often
recommend). It's the “generalization” of the SPAC
approach (E stands for Extended)

Joint analysis of multi-component passive data used to
define dispersive properties for all the considered
components and the HVSR at each point (so to possibly
define 2D Vs sections)

Refraction Microtremors

SPatial AutoCorrelation

Extendend SPatial
AutoCorrelation

Passive Seismics — Multi-
Component Amplitude
Analysis

Subsurface Profiling via
Passive Surface wave data
Analysis from Linear Array

Methodology useful to obtain 2D Vs section from multi-
component passive data

Determination of the phase velocities [effective
dispersion curve] from passive data recorded considering
a circular geometry [e.g. equilateral triangle] with a
particularly-limited radius (miniature array). The
mathematics is different compared to the ESAC & SPAC
approaches and the radius necessary to investigate a
similar frequency range is considerably smaller (see our
HoliSurface® application software)

Spectral Ratio (SR) of the amplitude spectra obtained at
one site with respect to the amplitude spectra at a
reference (rocky) site considering the data recorded
during one or more earthquake(s). It is the actual site
amplification (with respect to the rocky reference site).

As for the SSR but considering microtremor data (n
stands for noise)

Miniature Array Analysis of
Microtremors

Standard Spectral Ratio

Standard Spectral Ratio -
noise

Methodology for the determination of the eigen-
frequencies of a structure and the respective mode
(flexural, torsional or mixed) from vibration (microtremor)
data recorded at two (or more) points of the structure
itself. See our HoliSurface® application software

Gaussian-filtered
Horizontal Motion

The need (or usefulness) of the various techniques depends on the goals and on the
technical characteristics (pro and cons) of the methodologies although, unfortunately,
inertia and bad habits often dominate. When do we "need" to use refraction
seismics? When we need to try to reconstruct the 2D structure of the most superficial
layers in case significant lateral variations occur. On the field this can be easily and
quickly verified by comparing the HVSR curves at 2 or 3 points along the section we
need to investigate [see also our HS-QC software]. If, in the pertinent frequency range,
they are different then refraction can be useful otherwise not. Remember that refraction
has limited penetration depth: in the lucky cases, you can reconstruct the velocity
profile down to almost 1/3 of the length of the array (and just in the central part of it).

When needed, using less than 16/24 channels is not recommended because you would
not collect the data needed for that objective. P or SH waves? If you are working on soft
sediments with the presence of water (even far from saturation conditions) P waves are
not recommended because you risk seeing just the water table.

www.WinMASW.com — Shaping Seismic Solutions


http://www.winmasw.com/

Surface Wave Analysis for Near Surface Applications
and techniques n 0 analyze surfac

a number

SISATVYNY JAVM 32V48NS

3
£
=
»
=
3
=
m
>
50
o
)
=
=
4
»

SURFACE WAVE ANALYSIS
FOR NEAR SURFACE
APPLICATIONS

Giancarlo Dal Moro

00 180

Table of Contents

A brief foreword

Chapter 1 - Surface Waves: propagation, dispersion and attenuation

Chapter 2 - Data Acquisition (active and passive methodologies)

Chapter 3 - Understanding Surface Wave Phenomenology
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Appendix — Case Studies

A brief introduction

Case study #1 — A simple ZVF analysis for geotechnical purposes
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Case study #3 — Inverse dispersion by the book

Case study #4 — When the joint analysis of Love & Rayleigh waves is necessary
Case study #5 — Joint analysis of Rayleigh-wave dispersion and P-wave refraction
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Efficient Joint Analysis of Surface Waves and Introduction to
Vibration Analysis: Beyond the Clicheés

1 Introduction: A Miscellanea

1.1 Shear-Wave Velocities: A Brief Overview

1.2 Surface-Wave Analysis: Few Simple Introductory Aspects

1.3 Non-uniqueness of the Solution: Problems and Solutions

1.4 MASW Tests?

1.5 Some Legends and Some Opportunities: Number of Channels, f-k Versus

f-v and Non-equally Spaced MASW

1.6 Seismographs?

1.7 Single-Component Geophones, Seismic Cables and Connectors

1.8 Geophones for MASW and Geophones for Refraction Surveys? Technical Notes and
Commercial Legends

1.9 Three-Component (3C) Geophones

3 1.10 Seismic Components and Observables

Giancarlo Dal Moro 1.11 HVSR: North-South, South-North or What?

1.12 Working in a Rational and Productive Way: Components and (Vertical) Stack
1.13 Paranoia #1: The Asphalt Cover

1.14 Paranoia #2: Shear Sources, Nails and P Waves

" References

— : 2 Surface-Wave Analysis Beyond the Dispersion Curves: FVS
- B 2.1 A Brief but Important Introduction
2.2 Introduction to the FVS Analysis
Efflaent JOInt 2.3 Two Examples of Single-Component FVS Analysis
2.4 Joint FVS Analysis of the Phase-Velocity Spectra of the RVF and THF Components:
Analysis of Surface 24 Jont Y
Waves a nd 2.5 A Further Example of Joint Analysis (RVF + THF): The Asphalt Dataset

I d % References
ntro UCtlon 3 HVSR, Amplifications and ESAC: Some Clarifications

tO V|brati0n AnaIySiS: 3.1 HVSR: Few Initial Remarks

. e 3.1.1 The H/V Spectral Ratio and the Contribution of Love Waves (a Factor)
Beyond the Cliches 3.1.2 Multi-modal Populations and SESAME Criteria

3.1.3 HVSR and Industrial Components
3.1.4 What Is H?
3.1.5 Does the HVSR Represent the Actual Site Amplification During an Earthquake?
3.2 ESAC (Extended Spatial AutoCorrelation)
References

@ Springer

4 New Trends: HS, MAAM and Beyond

4.1 Introducing HS and MAAM

4.2 HS and MAAM: How They Work from an Early Case Study

4.3 From the RPM Curve to the Advanced HS Analysis: Some Remarks and Two More Case
Studies

4.4 Back to Purgessimo (NE Italy): Group Velocity Spectra (Z and R Components) + RPM
Frequency Curve + HVSR

4.5 Group Velocities and Penetration Depth

4.6 MAAM: Data Quality, Radius and Weather Conditions

4.7 RPM Curves: More Insights and the Multi-offset Case

References

5 Introduction to Vibration Monitoring and Building Characterization via GHM
5.1 Vibrations Induced by Construction Activities, Quarry Blasts and Vehicles

5.1.1 Example #1: Vibrations Induced by Trains (Railway)

5.1.2 Example #2: Vibrations at a Construction Site (Sheet Pile Driving)

5.2 Characterization of the Behavior of a Building: The GHM Approach

5.2.1 Case Study #1: The GHM Technique for a 3-Storey Building

5.2.2 Case Study #2: GHM Analysis of Non-synchronous Data for a 25-Storey Building

5.2.3 Case Study #3: A 13-Storey Reinforced Concrete Building

@ Springel’ References

6 Some Final Remarks and Recommendations
6.1 Summarizing

6.2 Miscellaneous Notes

6.3 Few Very Final Recommendations

References

Appendices

Appendix A: Basic Guidelines for Surface-Wave Data Acquisition

Appendix B: An Urban Park: Multi-component (Z + R) and Multi-offset Rayleigh Wave Joint
Analysis also Together with the RPM Frequency-Offset Surface

Appendix C: Large Lateral Variations in a Soft-Sediment (Perilagoon) Area

Appendix D: Seismic and Geological Bedrock in a NE Italy Prehistoric Site
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What is a beta version?

A development status given to a program or application that contains most of
the major features, but is not yet complete. Sometimes these versions are
released only to a select group of people, or to the general public. The testers
are usually expected to report any bugs they encounter or any changes they'd
like to see before the final release. This is the second major stage of
development following the alpha version, and comes before the release
candidate (from Wikipedia)

In order to receive news and case studies please, subscribe to our newsletter

https://www.winmasw.com/_uk/contatti

WORKSHOPS AND TRAINING

Eliosoft is available to organize workshops and meetings about the practical
and theoretical aspects related to MASW (Rayleigh + Love), MFA, HoliSurface,
ESAC/SPAC, MAAM (Miniature Array Analysis of Microtremors), ReMi, HVSR,

SSR/SSRn, 2D-SuPPSALA, vibration data analysis etc.

Please, consider that winMASW® Academy is a highly-sophisticated
software which is absolutely impossible to fully and properly exploit
without attending our workshops or studying our books and articles.

www.WinMASW.com — Shaping Seismic Solutions
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Some of the news in the recent releases of winMASW®

v' In the ESAC panel: spectral ratio tools for the estimation of lateral variations [PS-
MuCAA] together with the dispersion analysis of passive multi-component data (i.e. Z,
R and T components) via 2D-SuPPSALA (reconstruction of 2D Vs sections)

v' Compatible with Windows 11
v Improved computational efficiency (about 10% faster compared to 2023beta)

v' Tool for assembling Bessel data and perform high-quality multi-component ESAC
analyses dealing with very few (for instance just four) SmartSolo nodes

v User manual highly improved with more and more information and case studies

v Significantly improved the ReMi panel (validity limits, analysis of non-equally spaced
data, new options etc.)

v' In the appendices of this manual a small collection of things you can do with
winMASW®

v Highly improved the tool for the creation of 2D sections [see utilities]

v WinMASW® Academy & HoliSurface®: the speaking software. Now a series of
warnings and suggestions are provided also as vocal messages!

v Back-scattering tool (WinMASW® Academy)

v' Easy management of the GPS information extracted from the photos taken from
common smart phones (as well as from Drones or Action cameras)

v'HVSR panel:
1) improved automatic identification and removal of industrial components

2) batch (automatic) processing of a several microtremor (HVSR) data
3) new tools for the automatic removal of transient events (in the time domain) and outlier
HVSR curves (in the frequency domain)

v/ Several improvements in the Site Response (Response Spectra) tool
v' Possibility to handle non-equally spaced MASW data (WinMASW® Academy).

v/ Tool for the computation of pure synthetics (synthetic seismograms and HVSR):
possibility to add certain amount of noise (so to make the traces more realistic). Useful for
educational purposes as well as in the design of important acquisition campaigns

v Improved the tool for the seg2SAF conversion (from seg to SAF): now you can specify
the units (mm/s or counts) and indicate a multiplicative factor (seg data are multiplied by
this factor and then saved in the SAF file).

v' Implementation of the RPM (Rayleigh-wave Particle Motion) frequency-offset surface
analysis and joint inversion with the velocity spectra (see "Analysis of Rayleigh-Wave
Particle Motion from Active Seismics" - Dal Moro et al., 2017) and RVSR (Radial-to-
Vertical Spectral Ratio) for all the offsets

v Implementation of the effective dispersion curves (e.g. Tokimatsu et al., 1992) for both
Rayleigh (radial and vertical components) and Love waves. Use them for
modelling/inverting passive data (ESAC/SPAC/ReMi).

v HVSR modelling considering both Rayleigh and Love waves also considering
attenuation and the a factor (see our two books [Elsevier & Springer])

www.winMASW.com - Shaping Seismic Solutions
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Main facts for the different versions

Lite HVSR | Standard | 3C | Pro |Academy
2D Vs sections via joint analysis of multi-component passive data: X
tools PS-MUCAA and 2D-SuPPSALA NEW
Tool for assembling Bessel functions from various (passive) X
datasets and investigate a large frequency range with just few
nodes NEW
Smart and full management of GPS information from field photos X
(from smartphones, GoPro and Drones) NEW
HVSR: automatic identification and removal of industrial X
components/signals NEW
Back-scattering analysis NEW X
Tool for visualizing and handle RayFract results [.GRD files] NEW X
Non-equally-spaced MASW analyses NEW X
ESAC panel highly improved (conversion of geographical X
coordinates, spectral ratios computations etc.) NEW
MASW analyses considering both Rayleigh and Love waves (and | Rayleigh Rayleigh
their joint inversion) Waves only Waves only X X X
Vs30 and VsE (Vs equivalent) computation X X X X X
Band- Low- High-pass filters X X X X X
Analysis of Rayleigh-wave attenuation X X
ReMi analyses (passive seismics — linear arrays) [also for non- X X X [also for
equally spaced data - NEW] non-equally

spaced data]

Group-velocity Analysis (Multiple Filter Analysis) for group- X
velocity determination (both for Rayleigh & Love)
RPM frequency-offset surface (computation and joint inversion
with dispersion data) + RVSR X
Computation and modelling of the HVSR (Nakamura’s method) to X X X X
estimate the resonance frequency etc.
Spectral analyses: computation of amplitude and phase spectra
and spectrograms (frequency content over time) X X X
1D modelling of refraction travel times just P X X
(also considering low-velocity layers) waves
1D modelling of reflections X X X
(also considering low-velocity layers)
Tool to combine two active shots and simulate a dataset with a X X X X
double number of channels (you record 2 active 12-channel
datasets and got one with 24 channels)
Elastic moduli tool X X X
Joint inversion of dispersion curve & HVSR X
Synthetic seismograms both for Rayleigh & Love waves X
Full Velocity Spectra (FVS) analysis via synthetic seismogram X
computation (recommended for complex velocity spectra from
active acquisitions - see manual)
Computation of the apparent (or effective) dispersion curve X
(recommended for passive ESAC/SPAC and ReMi data)
Tool for creating 2D sections X
Tool for putting in evidence specific (even “hidden”) modes X
ESAC and FK analyses (bi-dimensional arrays) ;rf:z;sf X (2D)
Tool TCEMCD (Three-Component Extraction from Multi-Channel
Data) for efficient passive joint ESAC/MAAM + HVSR acquisitions X X
(see TCEMCD Appendix).
Tool for combining several data recorded by a single 3C
geophone @ different offsets and obtaining datasets useful for X X X
MASW analysis considering both Rayleigh & Love waves
Site Response (Response Spectra) panel X
Pure Synthetics (see related section of the manual) X

www.WinMASW.com — Shaping Seismic Solutions
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WARNING

Buy and use horizontal geophones and jointly analyze Rayleigh (radial component) and
Love waves!
Please, acquire the data strictly following our guidelines and download and read the
papers, books and case studies listed in our web sites

If you are not completely sure about the best type of equipment to buy (type and
number of geophones and type of 3-component geophone for HYSR measurements)
for analyzing surface waves, please write us (winmasw@winmasw.com) and we will

give you our recommendations.

REGISTRATION

Do not forget to register your purchase: please provide the name of the reseller, the date
of your purchase and the version (Lite, Standard, 3C, Professional or Academy). This
way you will receive our newsletter with recommendations, news and case studies.

To register send an email to: winmasw@winmasw.com

VIDEO TUTORIALS

Updates of the present manual can be downloaded from our web site. In addition, it is
also possible to download a series of video tutorials aimed at properly using the main
wWinMASW features.

The tutorials are focused on specific kinds of analyses: standard MASW analysis
(Rayleigh waves), joint analysis of Rayleigh & Love dispersion, joint analysis of phase &
group velocities, ReMi and ESAC analyses; HVSR analyses etc.

Several helps are displayed just pointing the cursor on the button: a notice on yellow
background will display providing basic information.
Some of the figures in the manual might refer to former versions of the software. All
upgrades keep their same features, adding new functions.

The key point of winMASW® is anyway represented by the possibility of
joint analysis of several datasets/components acquired according the
guidelines briefly reported in this manual, in the Elsevier and Springer

books and all the papers mentioned in the References.

Remember that a software is just a tool.

Accuracy of results always and necessarily depends on the users’ skills and experience.
We highly recommend to attend our workshops.

www.WinMASW.com - Shaping Seismic Solutions
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“One of the great challenges in this world is knowing enough about a subject
to think you're right,

but not enough about the subject to know you're wrong."

Neil deGrasse Tyson (astrophysicist)

Introduction: the winMASW® holistic perspective
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Generalities

The winMASW® software allows to analyze seismic data in order to achieve the vertical
profile Vs (shear-wave velocity) using the following methods:

- multi-component MASW analysis (Rayleigh & Love waves, also jointly and also
considering non-equally spaced data): please, carefully read this introductory section in
order to understand why we strongly recommend to use (also) Love waves

- MFA/FTAN for the determination of the group velocities

- ReMi and ESAC/SPAC analyses (we highly recommend multi-component ESAC)

- PS-MuCAA: amplitude analysis of multi-component passive data for the improved joint
analysis aimed at defining a very robust Vs profile and the identification of lateral
variations

- 2D-SuUPPSALA: 2D Subsurface Profiling via Passive Surface wave data Analysis from
Linear Array

- HVSR (Horizontal-to-Vertical Spectral Ratio) (also jointly with dispersion data)

- 1D (P and SH waves) refraction travel time modelling

- generation of synthetic seismograms via modal summation, consequently: inversion of
the Full Velocity Spectra (FVS) with no need of picking/mode interpretation (pay
attention since this anyway requires a good knowledge of several theoretical aspects
and a state-of-the-art PC)

- Rayleigh-wave attenuation analyses (for estimating Qs quality factors)

- Site response tool

The winMASW® software application is designed considering all the problems related to
the data ambiguity and the non-uniqueness of the solution (for an overview on these
topics, please see our Elsevier and Springer books).

In order to illustrate such a problem, in the following figure we report six Vs models and,
overlapped with a phase-velocity spectrum obtained from a real-world dataset, their
respective dispersion curves (fundamental mode) in the 4.5-16 Hz frequency range.

As you can see even if the six models are pretty different, the dispersion curves are quite
similar and compatible with the field velocity spectrum (in the background).

This means that the analysis of just one component and the modal dispersion curves
cannot solve the intrinsic ambiguity of the data/analyses.

www.WinMASW.com - Shaping Seismic Solutions
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Our software applications are designed in order to solve this problem. This is
accomplished though the joint analysis of several components/observables, so to obtain
a final model (the Vs profile) free from major ambiguities (otherwise inevitable).

A simple conceptual scheme will clarify this crucial point (for details and synthetic and
real-world example see our books published by Elsevier and Springer).

Let us imagine we are considering three different observables (e.g. the Rayleigh-wave
velocity spectrum, the Love-wave velocity spectrum and the HVSR curve).

observable#1 , - observable#2

observable#3

In case we would use only the method/dataset A (e.g. the Rayleigh-wave velocity
spectrum), the possible solutions would be the A, B, C, D, E, F and G models.

In case we would use only the method/dataset B (e.g. the Love-wave velocity spectrum),
the possible solutions would be the G, E, F, L, I, M and H models.

In case we would use only the method/dataset C (e.g. the HVSR curve), the possible
solutions would be the F, O, N, Q and P models.

www.WinMASW.com — Shaping Seismic Solutions
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It is clear that the only model which is consistent with all the three considered
methods/datasets is the model F.

Only through the joint analysis of several observables you can obtain the right
model (in this case labelled as F), which is consistent with all the considered
data/methods.

A concrete/simple example is the joint analysis of Rayleigh and Love waves
(recorded by using just 12 horizontal geophones — see Guidelines for the data
acquisition) jointly with the HVSR.

wmmasw@winm:sw.num

LIMITS OF MY LANGUAGE MEAN THE LIMIT OF M¥ WORLD
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Why you should not use (only) the vertical geophones

Example of synthetic dataset (classical ZVF component) to put in evidence the intrinsic
ambiguity of standard (single component) surface-wave data: a) considered Vs model
(numbers report the Poisson ratios); b) synthetic traces; c¢) phase velocity spectrum
computed from the synthetic traces (such a velocity spectrum is apparently simple
[smooth and continuous without any weird feature] and thus suitable for the classical
picking-and-inversion procedure); d) phase velocity spectrum with the theoretical modal
dispersion curves of the first two modes.
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The problem is that, once we plot the modal dispersion curves of the first two modes (d
plot), we realize that such continuous signal does not belong to a single mode but is
the combination of the fundamental mode (for frequencies higher than 40 Hz) and
the first higher mode (for lower frequencies)

It should be clear that, as a matter of fact, it is impossible to realize that the observed
data (c plot) are actually composed of two distinct modes and, by following the ordinary
approach, you would pick the dispersive signal in the ¢ plot as the fundamental mode,
thus eventually obtaining an erroneous Vs profile (with overestimated values).

It must be underlined that the inversion of the erroneously-picked dispersion curve would
surely provide a seemingly-good misfit (any dispersion curve— right or wrong—can be
associated to a subsurface model).

The practical consequence is that everything would seem simple and fine but, as a
matter of fact, the obtained solution would be meaningless (over-estimated Vs values).

This kind of data are impossible to solve since the phase-velocity spectrum
cannot be correctly interpreted in terms of modal dispersion curves.
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In some cases, Rayleigh waves do not show any evidence of the fundamental
mode (see Dal Moro et al. 2015, Multi-component Joint Analysis of Surface Waves
or the Elsevier book). In the following figure are reported the phase velocity
spectra of the vertical (Z) and radial (R) components of Rayleigh waves and Love
waves with, overlaying, the modal dispersion curves.

Do you see that the vertical (Z) component of Rayleigh waves do not show any
evidence of the fundamental mode? The stratigraphy excites just the higher
mode(s).

Synthetic traces (Rayleigh - ZVF component) " Synthetic traces (Rayleigh - RVF component) Synthetic traces (Love - THF component)
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Example of dataset/site where the vertical component of Rayleigh waves do not show
any evidence of the fundamental mode. Only higher modes are excited (from Dal Moro
et al., 2015).

This means that without the “support” of the Love waves you will inevitably
interpret the higher mode(s) of the Rayleigh waves as fundamental mode and,
consequently, significantly overestimate the shear-wave velocities. This is why
you should not use (only) the vertical geophones (actually we rarely use them and
for just very specific goals — see for instance the PS-MuCAA tools).

What is the solution to these problems? The joint acquisition and analysis of
several components/observables (which is possible through several approaches
implemented in our winMASW® and HoliSurface® software applications — see
Appendix about Surface-wave data acquisition).

More examples and details in the Elsevier and Springer books as well as in several of
the papers mentioned in the References.

In order to pursue such a goal it is crucial to implement a proper field equipment that
allows you to record data suitable for this sort of analyses (which are the only way to
avoid a long series of pitfalls widely described in the two above-mentioned books as well
as | n several articles published in specialized journals — see References).
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To keep it simple: it is impossible to obtain a correct Vs profile if you try to analyse
the data recorded using just vertical geophones and the modal dispersion curve
(this is the standard approach that, unfortunately, several fellows still consider
the MASW method).

Also: as widely explained in our books and papers the acronym “MASW” is nowadays
completely meaningless because by this acronym we can indicate a very wide series of
different techniques having completely-different performances (ESAC, multi-component
multi-offset MASW, HoliSurface, MFA, ReMi, FVS or modal analysis, modal or effective
curves and so on and so on: they are all “MASW”).

So, “MASW” no longer means anything.

Before buying your field equipment, please consider that “MASW?” can (should be) be
something different that deploying a set of vertical geophones and then trying to guess
where the fundamental mode is (sometimes the fundamental mode does not show up at
all).

Remember that your goal is NOT to perform a “MASW/ESAC/HVSR
test” but to obtain the correct Vs profile.

In the section References we report a series of papers about all the "objects" (or, better,
observables) that can be analyzed thanks to the methodologies implemented in
winMASW® and HoliSurface® (multi-component MASW, MFA, FVS, ESAC/SPAC, ReMi,
RPM, MAAM, HVSR, SSR and SSRn etc.).

In winMASW®, the automatic inversion is performed via Genetic Algorithms, but we would
like to underline that forward (direct) modelling is often preferred.

Genetic algorithms represent an optimization procedure belonging to the classification of
heuristic algorithms (or also global-search methods or soft computing)

Compared to the traditional linear inversion methods based on gradient methods
(Jacobian matrix) these inversion techniques grant a very reliable result in terms of
precision and completeness.

WILEY INKREARTHLINK MNET
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Refraction tomography. Please, consider that:

1) “It is now generally recognized that non-uniqueness is a fundamental reality
with the inversion of virtually all sets of geophysical data (Oldenburg and Li, 2005;
Treitel and Lines, 1988), including near-surface seismic refraction data (lvanov et
al, 2005a, 2005b). Nevertheless, there can still be considerable reluctance to
address the issue with the inversion of near-surface seismic refraction data, often
because of the implications for litigation with geotechnical applications.” (The
Inverse Problem of Refraction Travel Times, Part I: Types of Geophysical
Nonuniqueness Through Minimization - Ivanov et al., 2005, Pure and Applied
Geophysics 162(3):447-459; DOI: 10.1007/s00024-004-2615-1)

2) “The inversion of near-surface seismic refraction data for geotechnical and
environmental investigations is fundamentally non-unique. It is possible to
generate tomograms, which range from the geologically improbable to the very
detailed, all of which satisfy the travel time data to sufficient accuracy.”

&

“It is concluded that the major effect of tomography is largely cosmetic: refraction
tomography rarely, if ever, improves resolution. Furthermore, a simplistic
comparison of the misfit errors of tomography does not “prove” that a given result
is either “correct” or even geologically reasonable. It is proposed that the three
tomograms generated with detailed GRM time and velocity models for the
optimum XY value and plus/minus half the station spacing, constitute a more
useful measure of the uncertainties of refraction inversion.” (Are refraction
attributes more useful than refraction tomography? Derecke Palmer, 2010 - First
break, 28)

In simple terms: solution obtained from seismic refraction is also non-unique and
tomographic processing does not solve the problem. In addition to this, the Vp
values obtained considering the vertical component (vertical geophones) are
necessarily heavily influenced by the saturation conditions of the subsurface
materials (see compressibility parameter in the equation defining the Ve values),
which do not seriously affect the Vs values (compressibility is not involved in the
equations defining the Vs value). This means that if you perform a P-wave
refraction survey, you will obtain one of the possible solutions (in terms of Vp)
which is related to how much water there is in the soil (in alluvial plains with
shallow water table, Vp refraction study will allow you to see the depth of the water
table but nothing below it). On the other side the Vs values indicate the
soils/materials in a more straightforward manner.

In order to obtain 2D Vs sections, remember that you can use the
SuPPSALA tool from winMASW® Academy
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Please remember that, in addition to software applications for the data analysis, we also
provide hardware solutions (seismographs, seismic cables, geophones etc.) for the
correct and efficient acquisition of the field data necessary to obtain an unambiguous and
robust solution (i.e. the correct subsurface Vs profile).

Vs equivalent (VSE) [the mean Vs down to the bedrock depth]

The Vs equivalent (VsE or VsH) is defined according to the following equation:

H
Vsea =T

—1
i=1 VS,i

where the depth H is the depth where Vs is equal or higher than 800 m/s (seismic bedrock).

In case the seismic bedrock is deeper than 30 m (from the foundation depth) VsE = Vs30.

Quality is never an accident; it is always the result of intelligent effort
John Ruskin

Active and passive seismics? A short note

Nowadays the expression “passive seismics” and “active seismics” are often used to
indicate very different techniques. It is therefore, when we speak to somebody, to indicate
exactly the technique/methodology we are interested in. Passive (or active) seismics, in
fact, means nothing. We can refer to HVSR, SPAC, ESAC (single of multi-component?),
ReMi (single or multi-component), MAAM, interferometry, microtremor correlation
etcetera.

Similarly, we can deal with several kinds of active data (multi-offset MASW can be both
single and multi-component), HoliSurface® and so on.

Please, have a look at the list of main abbreviations in the beginning of this manual.

So, do not be vague and clearly indicate the specific
methodologies you are dealing with.
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The seismic components

In simple terms, the components can be imagined as the directions along which we
record the particle motion.

We can consider the picture here below:

ethe Love waves move along the T (transversal) component, as well as the SH
refracted waves;

e Rayleigh waves move along the vertical (Z) and radial (R) components [as well as the
P-wave refracted waves]

By multi-component analysis we mean the joint analysis of the data recorded along two
or more directions (this allows to consider several possible objects — see for instance the
papers “Improved Holistic Analysis of Rayleigh Waves for Single- and Multi-Offset Data:
Joint Inversion of Rayleigh-Wave Particle Motion and Vertical- and Radial-Component
Velocity Spectra” and “Effective Active and Passive Seismics for the Characterization of
Urban and Remote Areas: Four Channels for Seven Objective Functions”).

winMASW® 3C, Professional and Academy aim at the joint analysis of different
observables to define a well-constrained solution (i.e. a detailed and robust Vs profile).

HS

Z (vertical component)

*<R (radial component)
T

(transversal component)

source

We always suggest the multi-component acquisitions and analyses that strongly reduce
the ambiguities in the data and analyses (see for instance the case studies in the Elsevier
book as well as more recent published papers).

For common studies we recommend to use just twelve (12) horizontal geophones
(so that you can analyze both the RVF and THF components), while for more
important jobs you can go for instance for the ZVF+RVF+RPM analyses (see
pertinent section).

Please, notice that if you use just the Z component (vertical geophones) several
ambiguities will affect the solution (see introductory section of the manual).
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ELIOSOFT provides fully-equipped ACQUISITION SYSTEMS (seismographs, seismic
cables, geophones etc.) optimized for the efficient acquisition of multi-component
holistic seismic data

e45 Hz vertical and horizontal geophones (for MASW and ESAC acquisitions):
remember that, for active MASW, Rayleigh (the radial component) and Love waves can
be recorded using only horizontal geophones

e High-sensitivity vertical geophones (for ESAC and MAAM acquisitions - MAAM is a kind
of mini-ESAC implemented in our HoliSurface® software application)

e 3-component geophones (which are equalized via software down to about 0.2 Hz) for
HVSR and optimized joint acquisition of HoliSurface®, ESAC, ReMi, MAAM and
vibration data.

e Double borehole geophones. Having a double borehole geophone allows you to halve
the acquisition effort and our ELIOVSP software application is designed so to easily
and efficiently manage also this sort of data (jointly with the HVSR curve, so to
significantly increase the investigated depth).

3-component HOLI3C geophone
(passive geophone to connect to your seismograph)
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Vertical and horizontal geophones and the metallic tripod for working on asphalt cover

Your clips: when you order your geophones, please remember to indicate whether your seismic cable
accepts Split Spring or Mueller-type clips
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DATA PROCESSING for your seismic data (see our ADAM2D service)
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The winMASW® software application works only on 64bit Operating Systems (OS).

It is important to frequently update your operating system (“‘windows update”) in order to

let winMASW® properly use updated functionalities.
We recommend Windows11 (but winl0 is fine as well).

If you are using a Mac, there are several possibilities to run a windows software:

https://www.howtogeek.com/187359/5-ways-to-run-windows-software-on-a-mac/

While for winMASW® Lite, Standard, 3C and Professional, no special requirement is
needed, for the Academy version (and HoliSurface®) and some of its most advanced
features (e.g. the Full Velocity Spectrum (FVS) inversion, PS-MuCAA etc.), in order to
fully exploit the potentiality of the software, we recommend to work with a computer with a
powerful CPU.

We might for instance consider the AMD Ryzen 9 3950X (16 cores, 32 threads) CPUs.
On the other side, if we plan to analyse (almost daily) a massive amount of data, you can
set up a real workstation with a CPU of at least 64 physical cores or a motherboard
capable of handling two Xeon CPUs (with a sufficiently-large number of cores), thus
doubling the number of cores.

In this case, if you buy the right motherboard, you can initially install just one (Xeon)
CPU and, in case in future you decide to further increase the computational power of your
workstation, you can then install a second CPU.

This is the solution we recommend in case you plan to analyze a large amount of data
according to the more advanced procedures possible in winMASW® Academy and/or
HoliSurface® (so this is not necessary for “standard” MASW/ReMi/HVSR/ESAC
analyses): buying a workstation with a motherboard capable of handling two CPUs.
Initially you can install just one (not less than 16 physical cores) but you will be able to
install a second CPU (in case your needs grow). The cost will be surely higher compared
to an ordinary computer but your work will significantly benefit from it and your

workstation will continue to be an excellent tool for many more years.
RAM: 16 GB (for winMASW® Academy and HoliSurface®)

Monitor resolution: 1920x1080 or higher [we strongly recommend to work with 21:9

monitors]
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Thanks to the "current releases & benchmarks" button (from the main panel of the
software), you can get an idea of the performance of your processor (the power of one
single core) compared to a set of reference systems.

Here is an example for an old CPU composed or pretty slow cores which is nevertheless

still quite powerful since the total number of cores is pretty large (in this case 36).

(@] MATLAB Benchmark (times in - m] X
Computer Type LU FFT ODE Sparse 2D 3-D
Windows 10, AMD Ryzen Threadripper(TM) 3970x @ 3.50 GHz 0.2008 0.1881 0.3469 0.4396 0.2029 01117
Debian 10(R), AMD Ryzen Threadripper 2950x @ 3.50 GHz 03122 02377 03219 05047 05941 01631
iMac, macOS 11.2.3, Intel Core i9 @3.6 GHz 0.3278 0.2648 02674 02763 06898 0.3946
Windows 10, Intel Xeon(R) W-2133 @ 3.60 GHz 04154 0.2991 04348 04574 03167 02184
Windows 10, Intel Xeon CPU E5-1650v3 @ 3.50 GHz 04614 0.3030 0.4455 04433 0.3559 0.2623
Windows 10, AMD Ryzen(TM) 7 1700 @ 3.00 GHz 0.7507 0.5163 0.4884 0.5441 0.3397 0.1849
Windows 10, Intel Core i7-10610 @ 1.8 GHz 09218 0.4394 0.3666 0.3844 0.7386 06251
Surface Pro 3,Windows(R) 10, Intel(R) Core(TM) i7-5600U @ 2.6 GHz 1.7475 0.9090 06178 05711 0.5713 0.3623
MacBook Pro, macOS 10.15.2, Intel Core i5 @ 2.6 GHz 1.6237 0.9786 0.5446 06173 25214 20229
This machine 0.4473 0.2700 0.8640 08753 24623 11.8298
Place the cursor near a computer name for system and version details. Before using
this data to compare different versions of MATLAB, or to download an updated timing data file,
see the help for the bench function by typing "help bench" at the MATLAB prompt
B3 MATLAB Benchmark

Relative Speed
T

Windows 10, AMD Ryzen Threadripper(TM) 3970x @ 3.50 GHz

Debian 10(R), AMD Ryzen Threadripper 2950x @ 3.50 GHz

iMac, macOS 11.2.3, Intel Core i9 @3.6 GHz

Windows 10, Intel Xeon(R) W-2133 @ 3.60 GHz.

Windows 10, Intel Xeon CPU E5-1650 v3 @ 3.50 GHz

Windows 10, AMD Ryzen(TM) 7 1700 @ 3.00 GHz

Windows 10, Intel Core i7-10610 @ 1.8 GHz

Surface Pro 3,Windows(R) 10, Intel(R) Core(TM) i7-5600U @ 2.6 GHz

MacBook Pro, macOS 10.15.2, Intel Core i5 @ 2.6 GHz

This machine
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The software installation is pretty simple: just click as Administrator on the exe installation file (for
details please read the README.PDF file in the winMASW® DVD) and follow the simple and
standard procedure/instructions.

PAY ATTENTION

According to some operative systems (Windows Vista in particular) the management of
privileges and writing in some files is quite restrictive.

It was noticed that (especially with Vista) installing the software outside the “system
folders” (C:\Program Files, C:\Programmi e C:\Windows), that meaning inside dedicated
folders (as for instance C:\winMASW o C:\geofisica\WinMASW) can help sorting that
matter out, avoiding consequent problems.

Should you face any problem when launching winMASW® (this usually happens with
Windows Vista) first check the privilege details (by clicking the right key of the mouse on
the winMASW® icon on the desktop).

It is necessary that the winMASW® user has a writing privilege on the folder
“winMASW/output” (if you set up the software as “Administrator” and then launch it with a
different user this might not happen).

Install the software as Administrator of the computer and
run the installation executable using the right button of the
mouse ("run as Administrator")

as Setup - winMASW® Academy 2023-beta

License Agreement
Please read the following important infor

Flease read the following License Agr You must accept the terms of this
agreement before continuing with the installation.

Software winMASW®, HoliSurface®, ELIOVSP and HS-QC (Quality Check) End A
User License Agr Terms and Cond

IMPORTANT - READ CAREFULLY BEFORE INSTALLING, DOWNLOADING OR
USING WinMASW®, HoliSurface®, ELIOVSP or HS-QC (Quality Check).

This End-User License Agreement ("EULA" or "Agreement”) is a binding legal
agreement between you ("You") and ELIOSOFT di GIANCARLO DAL MORO (the
"Company”) which sets forth the terms and conditions under which you are

(@)1 accept the agreement

(O1do not accept the agreement

The winMASW® application is based on the Matlab libraries which are installed together with the
software.
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Firewalls and parallel computing

If your firewall is particularly strict, it is possible that when you lunch the software a message like the
following appears:

* Avviso di protezione Windows x|

Windows Firewall ha bloccato alcune funzionalita del programma

“windows Firswall non consente al programna di sccsteare connession direte In entrata, 56 si

&
i
=

sblacca l programma, o sblocca avra effettn in tukte le reti pubblica a cui o s cornstts. Sisth
Rarivard] dalle sbloceo diun programms
IE‘ Home: maiexec, exe

Autore; Sconostiko

Percorso; Cipr il 11bibini i

Percarso di rete; Rete pubblica

Che cosa scno i percorsi di rete

Continua abloccare | CE |

This happens because, in order to exploit all the workers/cores of your machine, it is necessary to
perform some operation that must be explicitly allowed. So do not worry and allow that.

Possible problems with some anti-virus systems

Some anti-virus systems might be unable to manage the software protection based on the
envelope system that protects winMASWe. In this case it is possible that your anti-virus will
warn you about a trojan in the winMASW.exe binary application. In that case just tell the
anti-virus to ignore the folder where you are installing winMASW®. Smarter anti-virus
systems (we might suggest the free and excellent AVG) do not have such a problem which
so far occurred with AVAST, AVIRA, Panda, Trend Micro Internet Security and Eset
Nod32 (which we strongly advise against).

Once the installation is done the icon winMASW® will display on the desktop (the usual double
click will launch the application)

El
WInMASW

Also, a group winMASWe is created on the Windows programs main menu (see snapshot):

=1

Mome

0 Preferiti

. Nero
MNorton Internet Security
Nortan Online Backup

. NVIDIA Corporation

. Packard Bell - Sicurezza e supporto Documenti
. Packard Bell GameZone

. QuickTime Immagini

Real
Rockey4MD SDK V1.30

. sesarray-2.0.0-beta

. Skype

. SolidWorks 2011
Suite grafica CorelDRAW #4
Video Web Camera

. Windows Live

. winhbASW 4.1 DEMO

. winMASW 4.3 Pro
winhASW 4.4 Academy Programmi predefiniti
& Connect to winMASW internet site

Musica

Giochi

Computer

Pannello di controllo
Dispositivi e stampanti

Documents
ﬁ! Uninstall winPMASW 4.4 Academy
Bl winMASW 4.4 Acd
. WinRAR
Wisclom-soft AutoScreenRecorder 3 Fre —

Guida e supporto tecnico

4 Indietro

| Cerca programmi e file L |
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The winMASW® software works by means of a hardware key (USB dongle)

ELIOSOFT (as well as any software distributor) can’t be responsible for any improper use
of the software due to misuse or misunderstanding or bad knowledge of the
MASW/MFA/ESAC/ReMi/SPAC/FVS/HVSR techniques.

Possible advices/alternative interpretations of the software (the purchase of the license
actually gives the possibility to achieve two different interpretations) forwarded by users
are allowed to be used by ELIOSOFT for further teaching and exemplification purposes.

Technical support is provided by e-mail (winmasw@winmasw.com) or on the phone (visit
the website www.winMASW.com for updated information)

Free of charge upgrades are available within the first year of purchase (new software
versions). That time expired, a fix quote is requested according to both the date of
purchase and to the version (standard or professional).

The routine for the computation of the H/V spectral ratio from body waves (available in

the 3C, Professional and Academy versions, as well as in HoliSurface®) is provided to
ELIOSOFT under license of Prof. Herak (University of Zagreb, Croatia).

Educational License

universities and scientific institutions can ask for an Educational License
granted at special conditions.

https://www.winmasw.com/_uk/contatti
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Active data acquisition: it is recommended to use file names with a clear and straightforward
meaning (see our books published for Elsevier and Springer in 2014 and 2020, respectively).

7ol an

Acquisition of HF data for the analysis of Love waves and SH-wave refraction
(details in the Springer book)

e S S R

Shear source: the plate is set vertically (in a small hole dug in the ground).
.4 The horizontal force (hammer) is applied perpendicularly to the geophone array.
e e SRR Ty e

geophon axis

Passive data acquisitions (for all the methodologies): it is recommended not to record
exceedingly-large files (you may have problems managing them). Maximum sampling frequency
can be fixed by considering the Nyquist-Shannon theorem (if you are interested in the
frequencies up di x, you should use a 2x sampling frequency — consider that, usually, passive
data are relevant only up to 30-50 Hz or so).

If you need to monitor a site for 12 hours, instead of a single 12h file sampled at 250 Hz, it is
recommended to reduce the sampling to 100 Hz and record, for instance, six 2-hour files (most of
the up-to-date acquisition systems can be easily programmed so to do it automatically).

On the other side, if you are using the SmartSolo nodes we distribute, you can easily record and
manage huge data files of several days.
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Three ways to produce Love waves

The acquisition and analysis of Love waves in a crucial point in surface wave analysis
(please see our Elsevier and Springer books and references therein mentioned).

You can produce SH (and therefore Love) waves by using a classical wooden beam as in
the following photo:

In order not to damage the wood, you can also cover the beam with the polyethylene
plate used for the VF acquisitions:
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Finally, when working on soft soils, you can dig a small hole in the soil and place the
polyethylene plate (almost) vertically like in the following picture:
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#

ELTSSOFT

geophysical software and services

www.winmasw.com

everything for your
seismic surveys

Ell&SOE

/

8 and 10-kg sledgehammer and polyethylene plate

W\ 25

T Ve
beginning.

ok e
using the plate to generate Love waves

= gl AN
% X NG B

Example of things not to do:
“D:\DATA\Vienna site\HV spectral ratio\HV#1 Z-N-E.saf”

Example of how to name folders and files correctly:
“D:\DATA\ViennaSite\HVSR1\HV1_ZNE.saf”

(underscore is a character that does not give problems)
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When winMASW® is launched, together with the main panel, a black DOS window
background appears, containing all information about analysis and warnings/errors.

4| winMASW® - Surface Waves & Beyond — O X

lem v ooalye A il

parallel computing
- Internet sites - e
Parallel Computing Off

(please activate)

B surface waves & beyond where am I? [GPS]
open working folder www. winmasw.com _
ELIOSOFT\Dati\data_in_progress'\Baciacavalloi\MASW
single-component analysis (Rayleigh/Love) (+ HV) passive seismics
ReMi | 7

Dispersion Curve or Vel. Spectrum Inver.
Joint Analyzsiz of Phase & Group Velocities

Rayleigh-Wave Attenuation Analysis

joint analysis of Surface Waves (+ HV)

HVSR tools

 compute HVSR ?

convert SEG to SAF  =how multiple HVSR

joint inversion of dispersion & HVSR/IPRM

Joint Invrsion o Surace iaves  ointinversionofRayeigh Waves (DspsRPH)
Academy - release 7.1 check current release

Please remember to register your purchase: winmasw@winmasw.com (read carefully the license)

The very first thing to do is the activation of the Parallel Computing (see upper right part
of the main window). This will allow a full exploitation of multi-core CPUs thus reducing
the computational times required by some operations (this is particularly important if you
deal with the computation of synthetic seismograms and related procedures such as the
full velocity spectrum inversion).

Please, notice that if you store your field datasets in a certain folder (e.g.
“Desktop/Berlin”), the output folder will be automatically created within such a “working
folder” (that you must set from the main or any other panel of wWinMASW®).

We suggest to download our video tutorials in the winMASW/Documents/ folder (then
accessible from any panel — icon ).

Manuals are also accessible from any panel (icons ¢@l).
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4 winMASW ® - Surface Waves & Beyond - O X
ex | oy S| A e
parallel computing
- Internet sites - w
Parallel Computing On
(40 workers)
2 surface waves & beyond _ wheream 7 (cPs) |
open Working folder www.winmasw.com ;
IIELIOSOFT\Dati\data_in_progress\Baciacavallo\MASW
single-component analysis (Rayleigh/Love) (+ HV) passive seismics
ReMi ? !
- Velocity Spectrum, Modeling 8 Picking | *
Dispersion Curve or Vel. Spectrum Inver. ? HVSR tools
Joint Analysis of Phase & Group Velocities ? ! ?
Rayleigh-Wave Attenuation Analysis ? St EE ol L L s
joint analysis of Surface Waves (+ HV) joint inversion of dispersion & HVSR/PRM
Academy - release 7.1 check current release

Please remember to register your purchase: winmasw@winmasw.com (read carefully the license)

The “HIBERNATE PC” button

This function is available only in the Academy version of wWinMASW®, as well as
in HoliSurface® and ELIOVSP®.

With this button, you can hibernate your PC. Hibernation is more profound than
the “sleep” function and consumes less energy.

You can use it when you need to take a break but want to return to find your
work exactly as you left it (documents and software applications) when you
hibernated the computer.

To reactivate the computer, press the power button to resume your session.

To continue using winMASW®, HoliSurface®, or ELIOVSP®, just reactivate
parallel computing (“APPLY/FORCE PARALLEL” button in the main panel).

See video tutorials from our YouTube channel and in the winMASW® USB.
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GPS data in our apps (WinMASW®, HoliSurface® & ELIOVSP®)

In most of the panels, it is possible to upload a photo (to include in the report) and,
in case such an image contains GPS information (several APPs of your mobile can do
that [e.g. MapCam or GPS Map Camera] as well as all the Action Cameras [e.g. GoPro]
and drones), the GPS information (Latitude, Longitude, Altitude and number of
satellites) will be reported and shown in the output report.

See also the “managing multiple geo-referenced photos [exploration of large
areas]” appendix.

Of course, it is possible to upload any photo you want to automatically insert in your
report, even without GPS information.

Action cameras Drones

www.HoliSurface.com

Altitude: 75 m

Lat: 45 54 0.632412N

Long: 13 23 552476 E

Lat: 45.9001756700002658817539 N

Long: 13.3986798900005847912098 E

*" q:,-

! /)-A",a.‘v i

www.winmasw.com

In case you are using the SmartSolo nodes, GPS data (Latitude, Longitude etc.) are
also automatically uploaded and used for a series of efficient procedures regarding the
data processing.
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4.1 Single-component analysis: velocity spectra, picking,
modelling (dispersion, refraction and HVSR)

MASW, ReMi, ESAC & MFA analyses (phase and group velocities)

4.1.1 MASW (fundamentals) — trace editing

First of all, upload your common-shot gather by clicking on the icon in the top left corner of the
toolbar, which allows you to select the file (we support several seismic formats but recommend to
use the seg2).

Depending on the way you deployed the geophone array (channel sequence), the
order/sequence of the traces may be "inverted." In such cases, simply click on the “flip all traces”
button to reorder the data appropriately.

Once the data are uploaded, compute the Phase or Group Velocity Spectrum with the pertinent
button. Enter the velocity and frequency limits (see Figure l1a) which are relevant for your
study/goals (Figure 1b).

Of course, you can modify the velocity and frequency limits so to obtain a clear velocity spectrum
that meets your needs.

In case you wish to visualize also the fk spectrum, just activate that option which, in the Academy
version, also allows you to check the trace polarity (see next pages).

“flip traces” button

Dominio x-t

o

Wrong lay out

=)
)

An erroneous disposition of the channels
can give following common-shot gather
(arrival times decrease as the offset
increases).

Click on the button “flip traces” to obtain
below lay out.

=
Y

Tempo (sec)
o
o

08

Offset {m)

Dominio x-t

Right lay out

Right layout of traces (offset increasing
rightwards)

Tempo (sec)

0.8

1 i I 1
20 40 60 80 100
Offset (m)
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Tool for removing traces from the uploaded dataset (Academy version)

Upload a dataset:

— #&1: uploading & processing (MASW ¥ i
dataset bodat
sampling: 0,125 ms
minimurn offset -2.5m
geophone spacing: 0.5 m

normalized traces

=

P ! L -
[l I SETE=h T O I A O 3 "
Qs 1
02t

e

& 025G

E

i - 1 4
035

0.4
045t
05t 3
2 [u} 2 4 B ] 10
offset (m)

— resamcing-— . data selection - flerng & spectra- refr. &refl —
1 =) E [.'f] :]ﬂ"e" rafrirafl | | 100
€0 P [spiona] [save |
(Lcance ] [ e ]

— other tools & setting

0511875 time kength to visualize (s) | dens fhp braces| | best amplude | | Zere packding

In this example the shot is “internal” to the geophone array (minimum offset -2.5)

By clicking on the =< icon in the toolbar you will get the following panel:

original dataset

In the “traces to keep” box you must insert the traces to keep by adopting the following syntax:

first trace to keep : step : last trace to keep
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In the following example we keep all the traces from 6 to 24 (all of them, since the step is 1);
please note that by writing for instance “6:2:14” we would keep the traces 6 8 10 12 and 14.

. WinMASW - remaving traces EE-E

original dataset

0 b -3 - 55 5 G L C e 2 I}

L e e il (o ol F S IR S S TR B S B O ) e ) S

[T S N o o L O B o

offset (m)

races 1o keep: E1:24

new dataset

02 .__._.il_._._.._. Y JH NN VG W G N TR T G T W R O . T W PR

We first click on “show” to see whether the parameters we inserted are correct and once we are
satisfied with the (new) dataset we just click “accept”. This way we get back to the main panel:

#1: uploading & processing (MASW analyses)

datasel b.dat
sampling: 0,125 ms
minimum offset 0 m

o

normalized traces

oos---C. =

o1k J L T Tt T T SO P

02k o PR A TR O PR DU TR Y P A [ A Y S T D P
=

2 025 k]t F T U D AU RS TP PR S /R Y R T IO RO O TP
£

= o3k R AR N A

04f-- R U N RN U A U TR SO (R A SO O R R N P AN
(1.1 TR Y A AP TS P SO PO DU R PO OO S DR OO DR SRR T PR A
gsk-- Y b JR U DR TS O SO

o0 2 4 B 8 10

— resamping— —— dala selection ——  fitering & spectra—

1w || [actwae]
select

offset (m)

[ fiter ]

[resampie 60 Conscinms)
accept [ cancel | |[save ] [spectrogram|

— other tools & setting

0.511875/ time length to visuakze (s) [done| [fip traces| | test ampitude || zero padding|

Now the user can continue with the analysis (it is not necessary to save the new dataset in a new
file, but it can be done using the “save” button in the “data selection” group.
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B winMASW - data upload processing & modelling

([=[=] = |

aeleltEge B oolle =

-~ #1: uploading & (MASW analyses)

/]

dataset somma-sH st2 sy
sampling: 0.26 ms
minimurn offzet 1.5 m
geophone spacing: 1.5 m

normalized traces

O
a1
0.2
03
04
05

time (s)

06
07
08

09

1

data selection

fitering & spectra—

resampling—

1 -

refraction —

clear refraction

ofher tools & sefting
’i 02362 | Time length to visualize (s|

— #2: velocity spectrum, modelling & picking (MASW & ReMi analyses)

’7 handing the spectra

.
B Velocity Spectrum Paramet... L= é}

( WASW: compute velocky spectrum

phase velocity| [7] £k | group velocity |

velocity spectrum: define limits

— velocity (m's)
20 1600
minimum maximum
— frequency (Hz)
1 80
minimum maximum

)

explore specirum

visualize curves —

picking —

o seiect the
st point of
the considersd

the

B
cancel picking

ght bution

inversion —

Joint DC-HV inv.

modelling —

Vs (mis] Poisson thickness (m}

) 00 [o3s] [
general setting 180 | [03s5] [ 2
1 260 | 035 5

Rayleigh + |3 | |phasevel v

400 | [035 7
o |Reference depth [ Refraction | [ 50| 032 \

o | [03s 0
[CIhvsR [ 4 |HAY modes

v | [03s

synthetics —
V)

elastic

[F] shows DC
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— #2: velocity spectrum, modelling & picking (MASW & ReMi analyses)
handling the spectra —

WASW: compute velocity spectrum

e

velocity spectrum

phase velocity (m/s)

frequency (Hz)

explore spectrum

Vs (m/s] Poisson thickness (m)

@ f00 | 0S| [ 1
general setting 180 0.35 2
0.35 5

Rayleigh -] 3 phasevel ¥ 250

400 0.35 7
o |Reference depth [ Refraction | 550 [ gas .

0 0.35 ]
[[Hvsr | & |Kv modes

] 0.35

synthetics —

elastic

modeliing —

’— visualize curves —

picking —

ssectmode o

tos e
last point of
the considered

™
the right butten

(@
cancel picking

inversion —

inversion

Joint DC-HV inv.
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— #1: uploading & (MASWV analy
dataset somma-stl 512 50y
sampling: 0.26 ms
minimum offset 1.5 m
geophone spacing: 1.5 m
normalized traces
O T
= :
k= —— B
0.1 ge==— =i a
e e g
e ety
3 T =
02 3 E===— =
03
04
=
Y 05
£
T 0B
o7 i
08
09
1 i
5 10 15 2% 30
resampling— data selection —— — fitering & spectra—; refraction —
1.
0-99Hz
other tools & setting
1.02362 | Time length to visuslize ()

Figure 1. Calculation of the velocity Spectrum. The limits of the window need to be

entered: frequencies and velocities (min and max).
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f-k spectrum

In case the f-k option is activated the f-k spectrum will also be shown:

So in case of picking/modelling, you can see the curve in both the domains (f-k and f-v):

k (1/m)

Amplitude

f (Hz)

B winMASW - data upload processing & modelling

log{Amplitude)

0 5 B0
f(Hz)

70 80
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C=Afef x|

= : —_—
FIEE IR R S TEEE]D ~
— #1: uploading & (MASW ly: — #2:velocity spectrum, modelling & picking (MASW & ReMi analyses) - visualize curves —
dataset: somma-stsiZsgy MASVY: compute velocty spectrum handing the spectra — ’V =
sampiing: 0.26 ms B ‘
minimum offset 1.5 m
geophone spacing 1.5 m 3 picking —
normalized traces velocity spectrum
0= 1600
=
o1
1400
02 1
1200
03 _
0.4 E 1000
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“ s 2
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07 4 =
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D £
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1. general setting 180 | [038 F =
0-99Hz 260 | [0.35 Jast c
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Important: just model, do not invert!

Techniques based on the analysis of surface-wave propagation are pretty popular but several
aspects related to their generation and propagation impose to proceed with caution and only
once we are aware of all the several issues that can severely affect the analyses.

Please also regularly visit the www.winmasw.com site (section about our papers/books).

From a practical point of view please consider the following key point:

It is absolutely false that the maximum energy is necessarily associated to the
propagation of the fundamental mode: many modes can coexist in a same dataset
and can merge together. This is particularly true if you are considering Rayleigh
waves and it is the reason why we strongly recommend to use (also) Love waves,
which are less problematic;

It is often recommended to replace the picking->inversion approach with the forward
modelling (see relevant section): modify the Vs values and the thickness of the layers until
you find a good match between the observed velocity spectra and your model (dispersion
curves and/or synthetic data — FVS approach).
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| SURFACE WAVE ANALYSIS
FOR NEAR SURFACE
APPLICATIONS

Recommended book with the fundamentals:
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Seismic data format

winMASW can currently read the following formats:

1. segy format (.segy or.sgy). This is a standard format suggested by the
Society of Exploration Geophysicists (SEG). It is fine for active data but not
for passive.

2. seg2 (.dat or .sg2). This is a well known format (probably the best one).
Many of the seismometers use this format (typically in the integer 32 bits or
Floating Point 32 bits formats).

3. SU format (seismic Unix). Traditional format (although not frequently used)

4. ORG format (.org): traditionally used by many OYO seismographs (integer
32 bits traditional format)

5. ASCII format (.txt or .asc formats). Some devices use the ASCII format
(that can be read with any text editor). Our software can handles an ASCII
file where the columns represent the different traces (in other words this is a
m X n matrix, being m the number of samples per trace and n the number of
traces).

Please, note that the format is

first line: dt (sampling rate in seconds),

second line: offsets (in meters) — data do not need to be equally spaced

Example (dt 1millisecond, minimum offset 6m):

0.001

6 10 14 18 22 26 30 34 48 52

2.89 -40.07 12533 2735 76.92 -29.89 26.04 -55.37 117.62 -66.34
92.11 -86.07 -16.67 135.35 62.92 93.11 119.04 38.63 -124.38 57.66
90.11 93.93 130.33 161.35 9492 170.11 111.04 127.63 -24.38 35.66
2.11 -151.07 99.33 835 178.92 -889 72.04 -93.37 2262 -21.34
-36.89 5693 -77.67 121.35 3392 171.11 1404 63.63 -33.38 50.66
10.11 1593 126.33 43.35 159.92 4311 127.04 -0.37 95.62 -37.34
51.11 -118.07 9.33 4335 157.92 4411 -29.96 -116.37 13.62 1.66
91.11 57.93 100.33 228.35 78.92 214.11 146.04 139.63 28.62 66.66
53.11 -91.07 43.33 -30.65 139.92 -28.89 41.04 -56.37 75.62 -59.34
4.11 10.93 -94.67 12435 -54.08 190.11 -3.96 -22.37 -95.38 74.66
4211 -1.07 11.33 -24.65 1.92 3711 117.04 -71.37 92.62 -40.34

6. Matlab format (.mat): when you compute the velocity spectrum, you can
then save it as Matlab (.mat) file (“save” button in the “handling the spectra”
group). In the obtained/saved file are stored both the traces and the velocity
spectrum. You can then re-upload the saved data using the “upload” button
in the same group (just above the velocity spectrum).

7. SAC format (big endian): a common format for seismological data (usually
used for 1-channel dataset).
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Possible effects of “short” datasets
)] =|ol x|

— primo pas=o: input dei dati — passo: determinazi dello spettro di velocita
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Problems related to a short acquisition time: in the figure the dataset it is limited to the first 0,2
seconds, while the data below has been “zero padded” (zeros were added to the traces) in
order to better determine the spectrum.

In brief: gathering the whole trend of surface waves is not enough. Numerical factors impose
long enough datasets.
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“select data” tools

wWinMASW®

This section allows you to clean the seismic traces in the time-offset domain.
Consider the buttons in the “data selection” group.

1 winASW® - Joint Analysis of Surface Waves + HVSR (and P- or SH-wave refraction travel times)
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1) Click on the “activate” button and a polygon will appear. Moving the angles you’ll select a

specific area.

2) One you are satisfied with your polygon, click the “select” button so to cut the data

outside the chosen polygon.
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The number at the right side of the “select” button is the number of samples of the ramp
considered to cut the data (this is done so to apply a soft transition between the data inside
and outside the polygon).

Once you clean/select the data you can then also remove the “surplus data” with the “cut”
button, in the “other tools & setting” group: in the shown dataset, the we recorded 2 seconds
but eventually cut the data to 1.1 seconds.

To proceed with the analysis (velocity spectra computation and forward modelling), the new
dataset does not need to be saved but you can do it using the “save” button.

The same tools are available also in the panels for the analysis of multi-component data and
in the panel for the joint analysis of phase and group velocities.

Please, see the video tutorials from our youtube channel.
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4.1.2 Local amplitude: a new tool for the computation of the amplitude
spectra in a specified “data region” (winMASW® Academy)

The “local amplitude” button allows you to access to a tool aimed at revealing the spectral
content of specific portions of the uploaded dataset. You first need to select the data
region you are interested in using the “activate” button in the “data selection” group (see
snapshot here below).
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Once you have defined the region you are interested in, you simply need to click the
“‘local amplitude” button. In the example considered in the snapshot below (obtained from
the dataset shown above), we are considering the vertical (Z) component. The selected
data clearly refer to the P-wave refraction (first arrivals) and the frequency content is
clearly relatively high (this dataset is widely presented and commented in the Elsevier
book “Surface wave analysis for near surface applications” — Dal Moro 2014).
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We can compare the frequency range obtained considering the P-wave refraction with
the frequency content of Rayleigh waves (which, being slower, arrive later).

The following snapshot does that: the very different spectral content and the way
amplitude decreases with the offsets are apparent (compare with the minor amplitude
decrease that characterize the P-wave refracted waves — previous snapshot).
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4.1.3 Trace polarity check (winMASW® Academy)

The quality of the phase velocity spectra computed from multi-offset data clearly depends
on the quality and accuracy of the recorded seismic traces.

In some cases (poorly-designed acquisition systems), traces can have inverted polarities
(this can occur because the geophones are not homogenous or because of problems in
the cable/seismograph system — see the concept of “acquisition system” as described in
the Springer 2020 book — “Efficient Joint Analysis of Surface Waves and Introduction to
Vibration Analysis: Beyond the Clichés”).

In that case the phase-velocity spectrum we obtain is clearly poorly/badly defined. The
software winMASW® Academy allows you to quickly verify the polarity. After you upload
your field data, you can clean a bit the data (as usual) and then compute the phase-
velocity spectrum/a. When you click the “phase velocity” button (aimed at computed the
phase-velocity spectra) a dialog box will ask you if you want also compute the
correlations among adjacent traces (this is the way you can verify whether a polarity
issue affects your dataset)

The image below is what you get in case you decide to compute such correlations (i.e. in
case you positively answer to such a question).

In this case there is no polarity issue as demonstrated by the continuity of the
correlations shown in the lower panel.
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On the other side, due to some problem with the acquisition system, polarities can be
erroneous. What do the correlations between adjacent traces look like in case the
polarities of some traces are reversed?
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Example of dataset where two traces (#6 and #12) have reversed polarity (carefully
examine the image below).

This is actually the same dataset shown in the previous figure after we intentionally
inverted the polarity of the trace #6 and #12. Once we compute the correlation (lower
panel) we clearly realize the presence of a few “discontinuities” due to the erroneous
polarities: we have four “holes”, due to the four correlations 5-6, 6-7, 11-12 and 12-13.
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Remember that, in case you realize that your data suffer for this kind of issues, you can
fix the problem with the "zeros/flips/remove" tool available among the several editing
tools (see image below).
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Average phase-velocity spectrum

Once you compute and save a series of velocity spectra (for instance from a series of
reverse and direct shots) you can upload all the saved spectra with the "upload" button
(in the "handling the spectra” group) and create the average velocity spectrum (you can
select/upload multiple spectra by simply holding the "Ctrl" button and selecting all the

spectra you want).

From a scientific point of view, the actual usefulness of this operation is quite

guestionable but since somebody thinks this can be "useful"...
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In the Academy version, while the software computes the average spectrum, a series of
plots are automatically shown and saved (in the working folder)::

1) the traces of each individual dataset (IndividualTraces.png);

2) their velocity spectra (IndividualSpectra.png)

3) the snapshot of the average spectrum (AverageSpectrum.png) (see following

images).
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Exploring the phase-velocity spectrum

The button “explore spectrum” allows to visualize the velocity spectrum in 3D (on the left)
also having (on the right) approximate Vs values based on the “Steady State
Approximation”. The goodness of such approximation is related to the specific site: in case
you have strong Vs variations (especially if already for shallow depths) the values given by
such approximation are not reliable. In other words, the approximation is reliable only when

the Vs gradient does not vary abruptly.

velocity spectrum (3D view)
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Mode identification and separation

Such a procedure can be applied to active data used to define the phase-velocity spectra.
From the main panels (“Velocity spectrum/a, modelling & picking”) the user can access to a tool

useful for mode separation (“mode separation” button).

After having uploaded a dataset, by clicking the “mode separation” button, the following panel
appears:
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On the left side are reported the original data (in the f-v and x-t domains). By moving the points of
the polygon evident in the velocity spectra (f-v domain) it is possible to draw a polygon that will be
successively adopted as filter: by clicking the “select” button only the data within the
polygon will be kept, while data external to it will be removed (the filter actually works in
the f-k domain).

An example will clarify the point. In the following on the left side are reported the original data
while on the right side the data after having removed the portion of data external to the chosen
polygon (user moves the vertices of the polygon and then click the “select” button). We first
decided to put in evidence the data in the “area” where fundamental mode was supposed to be
(the very high amplitude of the higher mode(s) for frequencies higher than 13Hz prevents to see

it).
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If instead of putting in evidence the fundamental mode we decide to remove such a mode and
putting in evidence the higher one(s) then:
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The “ramp” represents the value of the ramp of the filter (i.e. how quickly we pass from 0 to 1 in
the mask/filter) too-low values might create oscillations in the filtered data (in the x-t domain),
while too-high values risk not to remove data we actually want to remove. It is also possible (not
necessary):

- To save (or upload) a filter (“save filter” & “upload filter” buttons)

- To save afiltered spectrum (“save spectrum” button)

- To save afiltered dataset ( “save dataset” button) as segy file

If we like the action of the adopted filter and want to get back to the main panel considering the
filtered dataset, it is sufficient to click the button “Accept”. Otherwise, by clicking the “cancel”
button we will close this panel and get back to the original (unfiltered) dataset.

Please, use this tool only if you perfectly know what you are doing. Artefacts due to improper use
of it might “appear”.

www.WinMASW.com - Shaping Seismic Solutions


http://www.winmasw.com/

winMASW®

63

Please, note that this tool can be used for a myriad of applications even completely
different from the "main" goal described above. Below, we can see an example of how
the fk filtering can be applied even if you want to remove some undesired component
from the field seismic traces. In this case we want to remove some very high frequency
which (see seismic traces in the lower-left panel), afflicts the field data: note the
difference between the field traces (bottom left) and filtered ones (bottom right).
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Non-equally spaced MASW data (winMASW® Academy)

winMASW® Academy can handle non-equally spaced MASW data. When you upload the
field data, the software does not know the actual offsets and is therefore necessary to
modify the offsets in agreement with the actual geometry (in this case, in fact, the
geophone spacing — dx — is not constant).

Here the sequence of operations to accomplish:
1) Upload your data as usual. Provide the mo [minimum offset] and dx [geophone
spacing] values (insert the mo value but don’t worry about the dx value);

2) Click the “modify offsets” button and input the actual offset values;
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AutoSpectra
uplad save
Rayleigh ~ | 5
modify offsets "
fip polarity | refresh 2 | Releres nee [ Refraction
[[] Hv fbady waves)

3) compute (as usual) the phase velocities (“phase velocities” button);
4) save the velocity spectrum (“save” button in the “handling the spectra” group).

The saved spectrum will contain not only the velocity spectrum but the seismic traces as
well (with the correct offset values).

If, in the future, you wish to re-analyze the data, you will upload the saved spectrum (with
the correct offset values) and it won’t be necessary to modify again the offsets.
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Please, notice that: for the analysis of non-equally spaced MASW data, it is
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frequency (Hz)

recommended the FVS approach and not the one based on the modal
dispersion curves [see example above reported].
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4.2 Reconstruction of 2D Vs profiles via roll along active data

In winMASW® Academy, in order to simplify the procedures necessary to analyze several active
shots for the reconstruction of 2D sections according to the roll along technique, in the single-
component panel a "next shot" button was added.

Before summarizing how we can work according to this standard procedure, we need to

emphasize two critical points:

1) In case you are working with SmartSolo nodes this is not the procedure we recommend. The
recommended one is described in the 2D-SuPPSALA section and is based just on
passive/continuous data;

2) Before trying to work with this procedure, you need to get familiar with three “tools”:

a) The FVS automatic inversion;

b) The FVS forward modelling (where you modify the thickness and velocity values);

c) The forward modelling via standard modal dispersion curves (where you modify the
thickness and velocity values);

1
Pin the following the procedure to analyze several active shots recorded for instance according to
a roll-along acquisition procedure:

1) Preparing the folder and the data. Save the data in a single folder, using a clear
nomenclature reporting the shot number as the very final information separated from the previous
letters by a "-" (minus) sign:

Examples of meaningful file names (see nomenclature in the Elsevier book, Paragraph 2.2):

ZVF_dx2_mo5_data-1.sg2, ZVF_dx2_mo5_data-2.sg2, ZVF_dx2_mo5_data-3.sg2 ...

or (in case we are analyzing Love waves):

THF_dx3_mo6-1.sg2, THF_dx3_mo6-2.sg2, THF_dx3_mo06-3.s92 ...

See the example in the figure down here (on the right), where is shown the folder with the first 28
shots while considering the RVF component.
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#1: data uploading & processing

datasel: 17MEIL-1-ZVF 50m-dx2.0-mo5-30.sg2
sampling: 0.5ms [2000Hz] - 4000 samples
minimum offset: 5 m

nextshot
geophone spacing: 2 m

normalized traces

0

=

M

02r =,

041 1

06 1

20 25 30

offset (m)

35 40 45

resampiing data selection fittering & spectra refr. & refl

05 v activate fiter cancel refr el 02

resample select 60 upload save

[ accet

spectrum

carcel | [ save pseTogan fip palarty | | refresh

other tools & setting

1.9995 | time to visualize (s) | done || cut 2erosilips || fip alltraces || show 3D data | test ampltude | 2ero padding

2) Upload the first dataset, clean

«

v 1 B > QuestoPC

B Nome

& 17MEIL-1-RVF50m-dx2.0-mo5-1.5g2
A 17MEIL-1-RVF50m-dx2.0-mo5-2:5g2
A 17MEIL-1-RVF50m-dx2.0-mo5-3.5g2
A 17MEIL-1-RVF50m-dx2.0-mo5-4.5g2
& 17MEIL-1-RVF50m-dx2.0-mo5-5.5g2
. 17MEIL-1-RVF50m-dx2.0-mo5-6.sg2
& 17MEIL-1-RVF50m-dx2.0-mo5-7.5g2
4 17MEIL-1-RVF50m-dx2.0-mo5-8:592
A 17MEIL-1-RVF50m-dx2.0-mo5-9:5g2
4 17MEIL-1-RVF50m-dx2.0-mo5-10.g2
. 17MEIL-1-RVF50m-dx2.0-mo5-11.5g2
A 17MEIL-1-RVF50m-dx2.0-mo5-12.5g2
4 17MEIL-1-RVF50m-dx2.0-mo5-13.5g2
4 17MEIL-1-RVF50m-dx2.0-mo5-14.5g2
& 17MEIL-1-RVF50m-dx2.0-mo5-15.5g2
. 17MEIL-1-RVF50m-dx2.0-mo5-16.5g2
M 17MEIL-1-RVF50m-dx2.0-mo5-17.5g2
& 17MEIL-1-RVF50m-dx2.0-mo5-18.5g2
A 17MEIL-1-RVF50m-dx2.0-mo5-19.5g2
4 17MEIL-1-RVF50m-dx2.0-mo5-20.sg2
' 17MEIL-1-RVF50m-dx2.0-mo5-21.5g2
4 17MEIL-1-RVF50m-dx2.0-mo5-22.592
& 17MEIL-1-RVF50m-dx2.0-mo5-23.5g2
4 17MEIL-1-RVF50m-dx2.0-mo5-24.5g2
& 17MEIL-1-RVF50m-dx2.0-mo5-25.5g2
4 17MEIL-1-RVF50m-dx2.0-mo5-26.5g2
4 17MEIL-1-RVF50m-dx2.0-mo5-27.5g2

78 elementi

DATA1 (1)

ELIOSOFT > Dati

Ultima modifica
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7/13/2017 12:54 PM
7/13/2017 12:54 PM
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LORENZ
Tipo

File SG2
File SG2
File SG2
File SG2
File SG2
File SG2
File SG2
File SG2
File St
File SG2
File SG2
File SG2
File SG2
Fil

File St

File St

File SG2

File SG2

it and compute its phase-velocity spectrum:

#1: data uploading & processing

dataset: 17MEIL-1-ZVF50m-dx2.0-mo5-30.562
sampling: 0.5ms [2000Hz] - 4000 samples
minimum offset: 5 m

next shot
‘geophone spacing: 2m

d traces

20 25 30

offset (m)

35 40 45 50

resamping data selection fikering & spectra efr. & ran

0s v activate fiker cancel refr sefl 02

resample select 0 upload save

[acespl

spectrum

cancel | | save R fip polarity | | refresh

ether tools & setting

1,995 | time to visuaiize (s) | done || eut zerosillps || fip alltraces || show 3D data | test ampltude | zero padsing

v , modelling &

MASW: compute velocty spectrum

ek |groupvelocity 250 | | draw velochy

linear-linear -

MEA, ESAC & ReMi analyses)

handing the spectra

save | [ upioad

merge

winMASW®

17MEL_ADAM2D_RPM > 17MEI

Dimensione

380 KB
380 KB
380 KB
380 KB
380 KB
380 KB
380 KB
380 KB
380 KB
380 KB
380 KB
380 kB

visualize curves

imputcune | [ 7

explore spectrum

mode separation

Site Response

2000
picking
1800 - show -k
auto picking
1600
dispersion curves
= 1400 sehctmode
£ to selectthe last
- point of the.
> 1200 comsdered mode
g pherg
° save picking | | 7
@ 1000
2
8
g 800 I
a
600
400 inversion
imversion
200 Joint D+HV inv.
10 15 20 25 30 35 40
frequency (Hz) E
modelling (@]
T e v}
? about Poisson .
1 [ | Com | | o save mocel v - 2
[
1:2 18 035 : showMaR | | [Jshowsoc %
2 038
general setting 230 = 035 4 retiesh D show mocel E
250 El 035 5 st overtap
Ravean || 5 phase vel c
300 38 035 7 compute synthetics -
400 50 03 10 ;
0 | Reterence deptn Refraction -
" = w0 | (100 ] (0% [ 40 [ effestive (passive) g
[Hv (oody waves) 1200 | [ 150 02 100 reporting g
1600 | [ 200 015 200 report DG ;
M (surtace waves) 20 | max depth
2100 | [ 300 015 Lreportss | B

In this case we uploaded the file "17MEIL-1-ZVF50m-dx2.0-mo05-30.sg2" (so we started from the

shot/dataset#30).

As it can be clearly seen in this snapshot, since the raw data are often noisy, the quality of the
obtained phase-velocity spectrum can be quite poor.

As a consequence, it can be necessary to clean the seismic traces.

In the following snapshot you can see the cleaned dataset on the left (we resampled the dataset
to 1 ms [raw data were sampled at 0.5 ms], reduced the time to 0.6 s and kept only the Rayleigh
waves - "data selection" tools). The phase-velocity spectrum (on the right) is now clearer.
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#1: data uploading & processing #2: velocity spectrum, modelling & picking (MASW, MFA, ESAC &ReMianalyses) | jisuaizecurves

dataset: 17MEIL-1-ZVF50m-dx2.0-mo5-30 592

fing: ms [1000Hz] - 601 sampl SAplore speciun]
sampling: 1ms, -601 samples -

i ey (|- 250 | [drawvelcty | linoar-inear | | ['save | o [nerce
minimum offset: § m O« |groupvelocity ty made separation

geophone spacing: 2 m

MASW: compute velocty spectrum handing the spectra
normalized traces
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o
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offset (m,

m frequency (Hz) E
modelling @]

vs s Foisson thickness
uplosd mad synthetics (FVS) u
about Poisson g0 10 033 03 4
1m0 | s 03 | [ 05 save model F v <
150 18 035 1 show M &R [ shows 06 Jdl
‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ plng data selection fllering & specira reir. &refl % > — 3 i " L

refrest show made
05 v CHiE fiter | | cancel | refr el 02 general setting 220 F 035 4 E
upload save Raylei 5 pha " 250 3 035 5 just overlap. E
select | [ 60
e spectium 30 £ 035 7 compite syrinetics =
accept | cancel | e flip polarity | | refresh 0 | Reference depth [ 400 50 03 10 ;
" o o] 1w (0% s Deftoctue passue) 3
cther tools 4 sefing [Irrv oty waves) 1200 | [ 1a0 02 100 reporting
I (surt ) 1800 | [ 200 045 | [[200 report DC ;
(surface waves: o et

05 | tmeto visualize (s) [ done | et Frh | i b | e et i ) e a0 ] [ 3% 015 PN repartss 2

3) Now you have two options: a) after some quick modelling, you can perform a FVS inversion of
the whole velocity spectrum (just click on the “inversion” button on the right side of the panel);
b) you can forward model the velocity spectrum by personally modifying the thickness and Vs
values (and compute the dispersion curves or, better, the whole spectrum [“synthetics” button
in the FVS group])

option#1 (automatic inversion — FVS approach)

If you follow this approach, you will end up with a folder containing the best model for that velocity
spectrum (see section about the FVS analysis/inversion). You can now rename the output folder
and copy the obtained best model (.mod file) in a folder where you will store all the models (one
for each shot/dataset). Of course, you need to add the shot number at the end of the filename, so
the model file “best_model.mod” will become “best_model30.mod” for the shot/dataset#30 and so
on for all the shots/datasets you will invert (you can also rename the output folder adding the
same number, so to keep all the details/folders for each shot/dataset).

option#2 (forward modelling)

Details about the forward model procedures (according to the modal dispersion curves or the FVS
approaches) are reported later on in this manual as well as in some video tutorials in our o
YouTube channel. It is just about personally modifying the thickness and Vs values and compute
the dispersion curve or the FVS till we reach a satisfactory agreement with the data. When you
are satisfied, you can click on the “report DC” or “report FVS” button and your model will be
saved in a subfolder named after the shot you are considering. If, for instance, you are analyzing
the shot#30, your modelling will be saved in a subfolder named "reportDC30" in case you are
considering the modal dispersion curves of "reportSS30" in case you are working according to
the FVS approach.

Once we have finished our inversion (or modelling) we are ready to analyze the next shot.
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4) uploading the next shot

Once you click the "next shot" button (top-right corner of the seismic traces), you will
automatically upload the next file/shot (in this example 17MEIL-1-ZVF50m-dx2.0-mo5-31.sg2)
and will be (also automatically) computed the phase-velocity spectrum.

You can now clean the dataset, forward model it (of perform the FVS inversion) and save it (as for
the previous shot).

In the end you will end up with a series of subfolders were each model is saved as model30.mod

(shot#30), model31.mod (shot#31) and so on.

Now, in order to obtain a 2D section, it is necessary to create keep all the .mod files in a single
folder you created and create a small project file (see Appendix E: Creating 2D sections).

We’ll never get rich by hard work.
But, we’ll never get rich without it.

Robert Fripp

www.WinMASW.com - Shaping Seismic Solutions


http://www.winmasw.com/

winMASW® 69

The ADAM-2D data processing service we offer

While for short 2D sections you can surely use the tools that winMASW® Academy offers
you, in case you need to explore larger areas (according to advanced data processing),
ADAM-2D is a data-processing service we offer in order to analyse large amount of data
and reconstruct the 2D Vs section thanks to the joint analysis of multi-component data
(such approach is the only one that can provide reliable Vs values free from ambiguities
and/or pitfalls that would inevitably affect any kind of analysis based on just one
component- for details, please have a look to our Elsevier and Springer books).

Here few snaps of what we can do with your (possibly multi-component) data. In order to
understand what is what, carefully read the title of each figure and the x and y-axis labels.
In this case the goal was to verify the presence of a paleo-channel (entering the nearby
lake) and which is now completely covered by recent alluvia deposits (flat topography).

Example#1l

o]
y
3 5 10 165 20 25 30 5 10 16 20 25 30 5 10 15 20 25 &0 5 10 15 20 25 80
[ offset (m) offset (m) offset (m) offset (m)
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3 : : - i :
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An example of 8 successive shots (Z component) [see the increasing suffix numbers] that
can be jointly analysed together with the R (radial) or T (transversal — Love waves)
components so to obtain a highly-constrained inversion process.
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Amplitude Spectra [compo#1; trace#9]

frequency (Hz)
R R
S = o

=
23
S

100 150
inline position (m)

E
0
U
2
J
T
=
=
3
3
3
3

frequency (Hz)

inline (m)

435

430

altitude (m)
o
N
(&

420

415

i

0 -
W@

FERIRREERER

200

Normalized Amplitude Spectra [compo#1; trace#13]

inline location (m)

100
Inline location (m)

Common-offset gather [#7 - offset: 15m]
- =

=

08
1
0 50 100 150 200
inline position (m)
Vs profile

0

5
E

= 10
-3
@

15

20

=)

50 100 150 200
inline position (m)

150 200

150 200

www.WinMASW.com — Shaping Seismic Solutions

75

SIRRURRUORR0RRURTRRRRRRRRRTTRTTRRRRERRR

600

400

I 200

“@
>


http://www.winmasw.com/

76 winMASW®

Example#2

Here a further example for the identification of the lateral variations of the bedrock along
a 160 m line.
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Final figure summarizing the main outcomes: the consistency between the results of the
dispersion analysis and the amplitude spectra of the raw data is apparent.

Do you wanna do the same for your next 2D survey?

1. Record your multi-component data and save them according to the nomenclature
we recommend (e.g. ZVF_dx5_mo5.sg2 and RVF_dx5_mo5.sg2)

Take a few pictures of the area during your data acquisition

Give us some stratigraphic information about the site

Give us the location (and, in case, topography) of the central point of the array for
each shot

B wn

winMASW@winMASW.com
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4.3 ReMi panel [also for non-equally spaced data]

From the main panel, by clicking on the “ReMi spectra” button, you can access the section
dedicated to the analysis of those spectra obtained by analysis of passive seismic data (seg2 and
segy formats, as well as the Matlab format used in winMASW®)

velocity spectrum: limits

frequency (Hz) 1 73
WwWWW.wWinmasw.com min mex

velocity (mifs) 100 350

min max
input file(s) Resample to 7 ms [Myquist: about 71 Hz]

show average spectra only
dataset: Zpassive_dx3.mat
sampling: 9 ms window length {in seconds)
record length: 16.38 min for spectra calculation

minimum value (s). 1

data parameters maximum value (s) 983.043

3 geophane distance {m) ESAC

) smooth and normalize
p.0og | sampling rate (s)

show traces & spectra 2 | number of channels for smoothing

5 | smoothing (%) for the Spectral Ratio

Clicking on “input file(s)” you select the seismic (passive) files. You can simultaneously upload
several files (use the key CTRL button while selecting all the files you want to upload). All the
files must have all same acquisition parameters (geophone distance, number of traces and
sampling interval).

In order not to overload the computer memory we suggest not to upload more than 5 datasets at
once (for instance 65 seconds long each, such value depending anyway on the computer
features, therefore even longer)

Once the geophone distance, as used in the acquisition phase, and the length of the window to
consider are set (the same “sampling rate/interval” can be modified but the read and proposed
value is likely to be correct every time and you can modify it only if the seismograph really has
some problems or you are confident you’re doing the right thing; consider also that the length can
be changed as many times as you need to reach better spectra) you just need to click on “spectra
calculation”.

At the end of all operations a window like the one below will show.

The software splits the dataset (or datasets) in many windows of equal length like the one
indicated by the user (the value must rank between 2 seconds and the length of each single
dataset)

According to the ratio between the dataset and the window dimension, different windows could
show like the one displayed on top.

The user has to select the best velocity spectrum by means of the small radio button on the right
side below each spectrum. The chosen spectrum in the screen will be displayed again on the top
left side of following screen (achieved clicking on “next window” or “save selected spectrum”).
When the last window finally is reached, you'll save the selected spectrum clicking on that same
button.
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Once the clearer spectrum (therefore more useful to our analysis) is saved, we’ll get access to the
module “Velocity spectra, Modelling, Picking” clicking on “Analyze saved spectrum”.

Here, in section “#2: velocity spectrum, modelling & picking (MASW & ReMi analyses)”, we’ll
upload the just saved spectrum clicking on “upload ReMi spectrum”.

'n winMASW - ReMi spectra = | B |
MCYS2T23 dat; 20-255 MCYS2T23 dat; 30-35s MCYS27 23 ddat; 32.5-37 55 MCYSIT23 det; 35-40s
1200 1200 1200 1200
~. 1000 ~. 1000 ~. 1000 ~. 1000
k) k) k) “
£ gm0 £ gm0 £ gm0 £ gm
z z z z
t 600 t &o0 t &o0 £ 600
o o o 5
=400 =400 =400 =400
200 | 200 2 | 200 200 P
£ 40 15 20 25 a0 £ 40 15 20 25 aD § 10 15 20 25 aD
F (Hz) @ F (Hz) (3] F (Hz)
MCYS2723 dat; 37 .5-42.93 MCY 32723 dat; 40-43s MCY 32723 det; 45-30s
1200 1200 1200 1200
~. 1000 ~. 1000 ~. 1000 ~. 1000
u u u o
£ 800 £ 800 £ BoD £ 800
z z z z
T 600 T 600 T &0 T GO0
i) i) i) i)
=400 =400 =400 <400
200 200 - 200 . 200 =<
& 10 15 20 25 30 5 10 15 20 25 30 5 10 15 20 25 30 5 10 15 20 25 30
F (Hz) ® F (Hz) ® F (Hz) (3] F (Hz)
MCYS2723 dat; 47 .5-52.55 MCYS2723 dat; 50-553 MCYS2723 dat; 52.5-57 53 MCYS2723 dat; 55-60s
1200 1200 1200 1200
i i o o)
E 1000 E 1000 E 1000 E 1000
< 500 < g0 < B0 £ 800
o o o =)
| | T g 2 g
A A A ]
B 400 & 400 & 400 2400
el el cl el
200 200 3 200 s . 200 P
£ 10 15 20 25 30 £ 10 15 20 25 30 £ 10 15 20 25 30 5 10 15 20 26 30
F (Hz) ® F (Hz) ® F (Hz) (3] F (Hz) ®
|| next window or save selected spectrum |

The last three plots refer to the average spectra: the first 2 related to the 2 possible directions (so
to say: one from left, the other from right), the last one is the total mean spectrum.
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If, instead of choosing an average spectrum, a single-event spectrum is preferred, when the user
will eventually click on “next window or save selected spectrum” (to save the spectrum) the event
(i.e. the time window of the seismic dataset) will also pop up:

Lamporecchio-ReMi.sgy; 31.533s; D velocity spectrum

ety
i
AR
{3

05| S

00

time (sc)
M
oy
AL

phase velocity (m/s)

w
fou]
=]

=)
&
=]

20 30 40 &0 20 25
frequency (Hz)

On the left the selected event (please notice the passage of the surface waves) and, on the right,
the selected spectrum.

In case you choose to visualize the average spectra only (just select the “show average spectra
only” check box) you will clearly obtain only the 3 average spectra:

direct direction reverse direction

average (rev+dir)
B ReMi | | ReMi
* ESAC | * ESAC

200 | s validity limits K = validity limits

I ReMi
® ESAC
s validity limits

phase velocity (m/s)
N
(-]
3

phase velocity (m/s)

5 10 15 20 5 10 15 20 5 10 15 20
frequency (Hz) frequency (Hz) frequency (Hz)

HoiSurrace’ N—

Shown phase-velocity spectra (the user now have to choose the best one): shown also the
validity limits (data are reliable only within the two green lines) and the dispersion curve
obtained by means of the ESAC processing.

About the validity limits:

the lower one (highest reliable frequency) is due to the spatial aliasing and is related to the
geophone spacing while the upper one (lowest reliable frequency) depends on the total length of

the array but it is really site and data dependent (so it does not have to be taken exceedingly
seriously).

Now, you can upload the chosen velocity spectrum in the “single-component panel’” and model
the dispersion carefully considering the specific modelling criterion for ReMi data: the dispersion
curve has to stay in the lower part of the red signal:
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velocity spectrum velocity spectrum
» | | = 1
1000 1000
f f
i ' H '
2 - 5 -
400 400
(]
200 200
5 10 15 20 25 30 - 35 40 5 10 15 20 y.] 3;3 - 55 40
frequency (Hz) frequency (Hz)
Dispersion in case of MASW (active) data Dispersion in case of ReMi (passive) data

Modelling/picking criteria for both data types (active or passive seismics)

While considering passive data and ReMi processing, in most cases the actual dispersion
lies in the “lower” boundary of the signal. But in case the main microtremor sources are
in-line with the linear array different paradigms need to be used [see the paper
“Determination of the Vs profile in a *noisy” industrial site via active and passive data: the
critical role of Love waves and the opportunities of multi-component group-velocity
analysis” by Dal Moro & Mazanec, 2024].
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NEW in winMASW® Academy 2025

ReMi analysis with non-equally spaced data

velocity spectrum: limits

WWW.WIiNmasw.Com frequency (Hz) ! 15

velocity (mis) 140 A5A
input file(s) Resample to 7 ms [Myouist about 71 Hz] min i

show average spectra only recommended]
data: H2 T component. mat

sampling: 10 ms [100 Hz]

record length: 107.2 min (8429.51 5) window langth (In saconds)

for spectra calculation

data parameters minimum value (s); 1
maximurm value (s); B429.52
- geophone distance (m) [regular]
0354513 offsets (m) in case of non-regularly spaced data ESAC

[ smoath and narmalize
0.0 sampling rate (s)
1 number of channels for smoaothing

show fraces & spectra 2 | smoothing (%) for the Spectral Ratio

ReMi technique (i.e. phase shift performed on passive data) can be performed also
considering non-equally spaced data. This can be useful in order to obtain good-quality
phase-velocity spectra with a limited number of geophones/channels which, for ordinary
arrays of few tens of meters, can be from 6 to 12.

In order to process non-equally spaced data you need to set to zero (0) the “geophone
distance” and fix the proper offsets in the “offsets” box.

In case you decide to exploit this opportunity, you have to be careful about the correct
channel sequence. In simple terms: you might for instance deploy your geophones with a
certain distance sequence (e.g. 0, 3, 5, 8, 12, 16, 25, 35, 50 m) but, depending on the way
your acquisition system considers the channel sequence, the correct sequence to set could
be “0, 2, 5, 8, 12, 16, 25, 35, 50” or the opposite (“50, 35, 25, 16, 12, 8, 5, 2, 0”). So, to be
very concrete, you always need to verify where is the first channels (in our example, at O or at
50 m?)

Remember that you can analyze the dispersion of any component (Z, T or R — this latter is
often the trickiest one and, in general, we recommend to consider the Z and R
components).

The following example is about the T-component (Love wave) dispersion retrieved
considering a non-equally spaced linear 6-channel array.

We consider both the results obtained via ESAC and ReMi since the two techniques can
provide interesting information.

As a matter of fact this is a special case since, in this case, the microtremor field is dominated
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by an nearby industrial facilities (factory) and the array is spread so to be “in line” with it [if
you consider the following figure and the array shown in the figure b) you should imagine the
source on the left side] (it is somehow like an “active source” acquisition where the source is
a sort of “continuous microtremor source”).

The following data/analyses are extracted from Dal Moro & Mazanec (2024).

a) used channels (actual amplitude) b) 5
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T component (Love waves) passive data: a) field traces; b) channel location map; c)
distances between pairs of channels; d) Bessel's functions (ESAC) for three sample
frequencies (shown the experimental curves [blue dotted] together with the ones associated
to the identified propagation velocity [red continuous]); e€) obtained phase-velocity spectrum
(background colors report standard ESAC while the overlying contour lines refer to the same
frequency-velocity matrix after a fk filter is applied); f) fk-filtered phase-velocity spectrum
obtained via ESAC (same shown in the previous graph as contour lines); g) phase-velocity
spectra computed according to the phase shift technique considering the two possible
propagation directions (direct and reverse). For all the velocity spectra we also show the
lowest reliable frequencies according to Ohori et al. (2002).
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A possible [not recommended because unnecessary] procedure
[an approach from the early times of Rayleigh-wave analysis]

If you want to “compare” the dispersion curve picked from a vertical-component MASW
velocity spectrum and the velocity spectrum obtained from a ReMi (vertical
component) dataset, you can follow this procedure:

1. compute the velocity spectrum from a MASW dataset, pick the dispersion
curve(s) according to your (subjective!) interpretation and save the picked curve
(.cdp file)

2. Analyze ReMi data (in the end you need to save the best velocity spectrum as
described in the previous pages - .mat file)

3. Now, in the “single-component analysis” panel, upload the saved ReMi spectrum
(.mat file to upload clicking the “upload” button in the “handling the spectra”
group) and the picked dispersion curve of the MASW data (button “input curve”
top right in the section “visualize curves”)

Among the data provided in the winMASW® USB/DVD for your own self-training, you
can find the “Lamporecchio” dataset with active dataset for the ZVF and THF
components and a passive dataset (linear array just for the Z component).

About the two following figures:

The first one is about active data (Z component) [fundamental-mode dispersion curve
is picked down to about 6 Hz while at lower frequencies the spectrum is very likely
about the first higher mode];

The second snapshot (below) is about standard ReMi (Z component) [the overlaying
dispersion curve is the one picked from the MASW data]. You can see that the picking
from the active data lies along the “lower limit” of the ReMi signal (and not on the peak
as it happens with MASW data).
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MASW data: traces, velocity spectrum and picked curve

Consider that in case you want to obtain dispersion data from passive data,
we recommend the multi-component ESAC approach [due to the different
mathematics, performances are definitely better compared to ReMi]
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ReMi velocity spectrum {Lamporecchio-ReMi-spectrum2)
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frequency (Hz)
explore spectrum

Phase-velocity spectrum from ReMi analysis (background colors):
note that dispersion curve picked from MASW data (Z component) lies along
the lower limit of the velocity spectrum obtained via ReMi.

IMPORTANT NOTE

Remember that the only way for obtaining a robust Vs profile is the joint analysis of
several observables. See techniques and recommendations and examples
presented in the Appendices of this manual as well as in our Springer and Elsevier
books.

Please, consider that because of a series of technical aspects (the main
one is probably related to the directionality of the signal and all its
consequent problems) we highly recommend to use the ESAC

technique and not the ReMi one.
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The ReMi panel (winMASW® standard, Pro & Academy)

In the recent releases performances have been generally improved.
You will obtain a scheme of your geophone array (hnumber of channels and geophone spacing).

; ReMi geophone array

0.5+ Array length: 72m :

0-r 0000000000000 0000000000O0 OO

_1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

meters

Now a normalization process (frequency by frequency) allows a better visualization of the
dispersion also at the very high frequencies (where the microtremor energy is very limited).

In the following scheme the three average velocity spectra immediately obtained if you choose to
compute only the average spectra). The Direct and Reverse spectra are computed while
considering the signals coming "from left" or "from right". The third is the average:

Direct direction Reverse direction Average (global)
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The best spectrum depends on the site (i.e. on the characteristics of the microtremor field (in this
case, for instance, the best spectrum is probably the first on the left).

The next figure reports the velocity spectrum (and the pertaining traces) in case you decide to

select a single event/window (please be aware that this is not the ReMi method sensu
scricto).
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remipur3#1.DAT; 22.5-25.5s; D phase-velocity spectrum
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Because of the problems that a linear array necessarily creates while considering passive
data (see also the box in the next page and the Elsevier book), we would strongly
recommend you to use the ESAC approach rather than the ReMi technique.

The different mathematics ensures clearer results (especially at the very low frequencies)
[see also next box].
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MASW and ESAC/SPAC/ReMi.

The "spectra merging" tool
By means of this tool it is possible to merge two velocity spectra obtained from

wWinMASW®

Of course, to compute the ESAC velocity spectrum you need to work with
winMASW® Academy, which has also a further importance advantage: you can deal
with the effective dispersion curve, which is the curve that results from the
combination of all the modes (this means that you do not have to give any
interpretation of the curve in terms of modal dispersion curves).

Example#1l (ESAC + MASW):

help

ESAC/ReMi spectrum

upload
ESAC/ReMi (ESAC_Velocity_Spectrum)

g

8

phase velocity (m/s)
W &2 o o
8 8 8

8

A

5 10 15 20
frequency (Hz)

8

MASW [ZVF] spectrum

upload

MASW (ZVF-phase-spectrum)

g§ &8 8

phase velocity (m/s)
B B

10 20 30 40
frequency (Hz)

correlation

phase velocity (m/s)

cut frequency: 8 Hz

mergin

t 1.visualize the combined spectrum |

2. save the combined spectrum

merged velocity spectrum

[+2] ~ @
o o o
o o o

velocity (m/s)

N
(=]
o

www.winmasw.com

20 25

frequency (Hz)

merged (hybrid) velocity spectrum (3D view)

30 35 40

Do you see that by using the ESAC spectra you get continuous data?!

In this case, data above 8 Hz refer to the active data while data below 8 Hz to
passive data (ESAC).

www.WinMASW.com - Shaping Seismic Solutions


http://www.winmasw.com/

winMASW® 89

In winMASW® standard it is possible to merge only ReMi (see next example) +
MASW spectra.

Please, notice that the ESAC and MASW spectra are "continuous" (while if you are
trying to handle the ReMi + MASW case not necessarily - see next example).

Example#2 (ReMi + MASW):
Here below the merging of a standard MASW phase-velocity spectrum (ZVF
component) [on the left] and the ReMi phase-velocity spectrum [up, on the left]:

help mergin

ESAC/ReMi spectrum cutfrequency: | 6 | Hz | 1.visualize the combined spectrum |

upload 2. save the combined spectrum
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Below 6 Hz it is possible to see the "jump" due to the different way a linear array
works in a passive (ReMi approach - you must follow the "ambiguous” area between
signal and non-signal) or active (MASW approach) way.

=]
S

. \ . 5 10 15 20 25 30
5

By considering ESAC and MASW data this is not a problem (the two spectra are
“continuous” - see previous example).

But the bottom-line point is: does it make sense (for ordinary surveys) to perform
such a complex procedure (acquisition and processing of both active and passive
data) when the low frequencies (necessary to obtain information about the deepest
layers) can be easily extracted and modeled while considering the HVSR?
Remember our key recommendation: for most of the ordinary surveys, the
easiest way to obtain reliable Vs profiles is the joint analysis of
RVF+THF+HVSR (see introductory section of this manual and guidelines in the
Appendix).
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4.4 ESAC [Extended Spatial AutoCorrelation] (Academy version)

ESAC is particularly suited for the analysis of passive datasets acquired while adopting
bi-dimensional (2D) geometry. That means that geophones are planted not in a straight
line but following 2D geometries (circles, L-shaped, crosses or "random™ distributions).

It goes without saying that ESAC mathematics can also be applied to linear arrays and in
several cases this is preferred (see for instance the 2D-SuPPSALA procedure).

t6R

) geophone arrays
in urban areas

Some introductory notes

- the possibility of analyzing data acquired considering a 2D geometry allows to overcome
the directionality issues which somehow influence the ReMi approach (but is a 2D array
really necessary?)

- there is no "ideal" geometry. The way you are able to deploy your geophones depends
on local conditions. The easiest geometries are clearly those that require the minimum
effort (L-shaped or linear); often the circular one is the most difficult (please consider that
the location/coordinates [x, y] of the geophones must be accurate). The origin of the
Cartesian system to adopt is absolutely irrelevant, so your [0, 0] point can be anywhere.

- since these methodologies assume the plane-wave condition, it is important that the
main sources are distant enough to meet such condition (please see the paper by Dal
Moro & Mazanec, 2024 for an example of data acquisition and analysis nearby a very
noisy industrial facility).
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ESAC main panel

In the upper-left area it is possible to insert the [X, y, z] coordinates (which can be actually
written/saved in a simple ASCII file - see next pages for the format). In a further line
("channels to remove") it is possible to indicate traces that we want to exclude from the
analysis (for instance because too noisy).
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Positioning of the channels (pay attention)

Coordinates of the channels/geophones must be accurately fixed

Non-expert fellows (not fully familiar with their own acquisition system) might misconstrue
the correct sequence of channels (i.e. they may think that the actual channel#1 is the
channel#24 or vice versa).

A simple way to verify the actual channel sequence is to take a hammering at the beginning
of the acquisition (this way it will be clear the actual channel sequence/position).

In the upper-right corner of the ESAC panel user can set the parameters to consider for the ESAC
analysis.

By activating the option "verbose" you will obtain a series of "intermediate" outputs useful to
check the data quality etc. (see next pages).

In the lower area of the ESAC panel there are numerous tools that we invite you to explore
(always remember that by hovering the cursor over the button, a brief description of the type of
operation performed by that tool appears).

In winMASW® Academy, you can also analyze multi-component data (see PS-MUCAA and 2D-
SuPPSALA tools). For this reason, in the lower left corner of the ESAC panel there are two
buttons aimed at uploading the horizontal components (R and/or T). For mere commercial
reasons (several users still work with vertical geophones), the vertical one is considered the “main
component” and data are uploaded from the toolbar at the top of the ESAC panel.
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ESAC data acquisition

- record length: how long should be a dataset to safely perform this kind of analysis? There is no
magic and universal number since it depends on the site (its stratigraphy and the characteristic of
the background microtremor field) and on the goals (what's the lowest frequency we wish to
accurately sample?). As a general rule 10 minutes can be sufficient but it is definitely better to
acquire more

- humber of channels: for standard 1D surveys a reasonable number is between 9 and 16 (for
2D analyses 24 is the minimum — see SUPPSALA procedure).

- sampling interval/rate: 5 ms (200 Hz) is much more than enough (always remember the
Nyquist-Shannon theorem)

If you acquire with a higher sampling frequency, in order to avoid higher computational times it is
recommended to re-sample the data (“decimate” button)

The following plots show an example of a possible (and easy to manage) geometry (L-shaped)
[please consider that for ordinary 1D surveys, 48 channels are absolutely useless].
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Since these techniques are particularly useful for retrieving the dispersive properties at the lowest
frequencies, it is important to underline that the equipment should be properly set (good
seismograph, low-frequency geophones and large arrays).

60 Pe0ARAPIERIERRBRDRDEBEE

number of channels: 48

surface waves & beyond
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main component - amplitude spectra [smoothing: 4%] main component - amplitude spectra (3D rotation on)
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In the following snapshot, the obtained dispersion (main ESAC panel). The magenta line is about
the largest wavelength which is possible to identify. This value is site/data depended and can be
modify in the box within the “compute” group (upper right corner) [default value 2.3 — for details
see Ohori et al. 2002).
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The following figure shows the phase velocity spectra obtained considering both the
ordinary (standard) ESAC processing as well as after a mild f-k filtering (see our
“Efficient joint analysis of surface waves and introduction to vibration analysis:

s

beyond the clichés” 2020 Springer book).

standard & fk-filtered velocity spectra [48 channels]

fi-filtored velocity spectrum [window: 20 s; smoothing: 2%]
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main component [array length: 49.8362 m; number of channels: 48]

x (m)

Minimum and maximum reliable frequencies in ESAC/SPAC analysis

While the maximum determinable frequency (high-frequency green line — see figure) is
clearly/objectively determined by the spatial aliasing, the minimum reliable frequency is more
difficult to fix. The low-frequency green line shown in the next figure is based on Ohori et al
(2002) ("... twice the largest sensor spacing as the maximum wavelength.") but it must be
pointed out that such a value is really site and data dependent. So, we cannot objectively
determine the lowest reliable frequency and during the joint analysis of the dispersion and the
HVSR [see for instance our case studies from our web site and our publications], in the very
low-frequency range, we should therefore give a bit more credit to the HVSR match.

standard and fk-filtered velocity spectra [11 channels]
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ESAC/SPAC analysis: only the curve within the two shown green lines is fully reliable, while at higher
and lower frequencies we need to carefully and mindfully evaluate the data, case by case.
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ESAC data: linear or bi-dimensional arrays?

Let us see a couple of examples aimed at understanding whether 2D arrays are really
necessary to perform reliable ESAC,

dataset#1

For this first example we consider a 2D array with just vertical (Z) geophones. Along the
array we also have 4 HVSR curves.

In the following figure are shown the channel map and the obtained phase-velocity
spectra (original and fk-filtered) in case we keep all the 2D channels (about the fk filtering,
please see the Springer 2020 book). In the lower right corner and in the successive figure
are also shown the 4 available HVSRs (see map in the lower left corner).

ch; window: 10 s] 40tb(-filtered velocity spectrum [window: 10 s; smoothing: 2%]
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If we compare the 4 HVSR curves we clearly highlight the fact that the area is not
homogenous (the 4 curves show some relevant difference) and some non-irrelevant
lateral variation occur (please consider that the phase-velocity spectrum we obtain while
considering all the channels is clearly just an average spectrum representing the whole
area in general terms).
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10

—19QVOG-104-2.hv
—19QVOG-106.hv
—19QVOG-107.hv
—19QVOG-108.hv

HVSR
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frequency (Hz)

We now keep just the channels along the NS direction (i.e. we remove the channels
marked with a red cross in the following snapshot) and compute the phase-velocity
spectrum according to the ESAC processing.

Do you see any really significant difference compared to the velocity spectrum obtained
while considering all the 2D channels (see previous figure)?

Clearly nothing really significant and the small differences are surely due to the lateral
variations clearly demonstrated by the differences in the 4 HVSR curves.

standard and fk-filtered velocity spectra [48 channels]
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We finally do the “opposite” (we keep the channels along the EW direction and remove
the channels along the NS direction — see channel map in the following figure).

Again: do we see any significant difference in the phase-velocity spectrum?

Again nothing really significant and the small differences are surely due to the lateral
variations clearly demonstrated by the differences in the 4 HVSR curves.
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Thanks to the spectral ratios that you can compute from the ESAC panel, we can verify
that the last channels show larger amplitude spectra because we are close to the main
road which, as we have shown, does not create significant problems while considering
linear geometry instead of a 2D array.
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What does that mean? This demonstrates that the mathematics of the ESAC processing
is such to allow also linear arrays and this opens up a series of interesting possible
applications: the PS-MuCAA approach presented in the next pages. A few
recommendations about the data acquisition in_case of linear arrays are reported in
the PS-MuCAA section of this manual.
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dataset#2

manual-in-progress [stay tuned]

— ARRASH]
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ESAC: understanding data quality

Through the assessment of the spatial correlations (from ESAC) it is somehow possible to
understand the overall data quality.

The following graph are associated to high-quality data (blue dots represent observed
correlations, red data are the best-fit Bessel functions).
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Next plots report the same quantities for a lower-quality dataset (same data presented in the
previous box), which depends on several factors: site characteristics in terms of both lithology and
environmental noise/signal, length of the array (and positions of the geophones, quality (and
setting) of the hardware equipment (seismograph, geophones, cables etc.).
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Data input and parameters

It is possible to upload several datasets together (as common in Windows, to do it is sufficient to
use the ctrl button). In fact, some seismographs can record at the most 1 minute: by recording
several datasets (each for instance 1-minute long) it is then possible to acquire a sufficient
amount of data to perform all the analysis based on passive acquisitions (ReMi, ESAC/SPAC)
(most of the times 15-20 minutes are enough).

Some points:

e The "Resampling” option: to reduce the computational times it is absolutely recommended
(this option is active by default but can be de-activated).

e The positions of the channels/geophones can be reported manually in the pertinent windows
or can be written in a simple ASCII file according to the syntax indicated in the following box
(the file must have 1 header line and the extension is .pos).

File ASCII (.pos extension)

Xcoordinates Ycoordinates Z (topography)

-48 0 101
-44 0 101.2
-40 0 102
-36 0 102.1
-32 0 102
-28 0 103
24 0 101
-20 0 102
-16 0 102
-12 0 103
-8 0 104
-4 0 104.4
0 3 105

0 6 105

0 9 1055
0 12 106

0 15 106.6
0 18 107

0 21 107.3
0 24 108

0 27 108.4
0 30 109

0 33 109

o Outputs: by default it is computed (and saved) only the ESAC dispersion curves and its
respective "pseudo velocity spectrum” (this is just the misfit between the observed
correlations and the values obtained by the Bessel function computed for the different
phase velocities).
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ReMi spectra and ESAC processing

In the ReMi panel (where purely-linear arrays can be analyzed) it is possible to activate the
ESAC option. By doing that we will obtain an overlap of the ReMi spectra and ESAC dispersion
curve.

Dataset "Purgessimo” (provided as example dataset together with the software).

Analyzing just a couple of files (total length 2 minutes) we obtain a clear evidence of a mode
jump around 9 Hz (which is absolutely not so common while analyzing passive data, but which is
absolutely useful for our analysis and interpretation).

Direct direction Revarse ditection Average (giobal)
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Analyzing the entire dataset (more than 16 minutes) we get the following data:

4 WinMASW® - ReMi passive seismics (linear array) = o X

R >

Direct direction Reverse direction Average (global)

phase velocity (m/s)

n
S
S
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In both cases the lowest frequency which is actually possible to safely consider for the ESAC
dispersion curve is about 3Hz (below this value the velocity decreases, losing its "meaning"). It is
very likely that analyzing a non-linear (i.e. bi-dimensional) array with longer radii, such lowest
frequency would decrease thus allowing the reconstruction of the Vs of deeper levels.

Pay attention: these evidences cannot be generalized. The aim of these notes is to help
the users to get familiar with data, analyses and phenomena.
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Rayleigh and/or Love?

These methodologies can be easily used for determining the dispersive properties of
Rayleigh waves, by considering the vertical motion (which is not influenced by Love waves).
In order to analyze Love waves (in the horizontal plane), things become more complex (see
e.g. Tokimatsu, 1995; Di Giulio et al., 2006; Kohler et al., 2007). We then suggest to all the
beginners to deal with Rayleigh waves (vertical component).

On the other side, you can also consider the horizontal components and obtain many more
information about the subsurface conditions (see the “Multi-component analysis of passive
data in the new ESAC panel: the PS-MuCAA methodology” section of the manual).

Integrating MASW and ESAC dispersion curves and some recommendations

ESAC is useful especially in the low-frequency range (active methods such as MASW or MFA
can instead better perform in the high-frequency range).

Anyway, a crucial point to properly image the low-frequency dispersion curve is the total
length of the array. ReMi and ESAC (or any other array-based passive method) cannot be
properly used if you consider short arrays. As a consequence, if your array is less than about
70m (but possibly much longer) passive techniques are quite useless and it is better to go for
a joint MASW+HVSR analysis.

Consider that the performances of the ESAC technigue are much better than ReMi.

The following snapshot shows the phase-velocity spectrum obtained via active data with,
overlaying, the effective dispersion curve obtained via ESAC: it is quite clear that the ESAC
allows to "see" frequencies lower than the ones possible while considering the MASW
acquisitions. On the other side MASW data are much better at high frequencies.
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It is clearly important to underline that the reliability results of your analysis depends first of all by
your expertise/skill both from the theoretical and "practical” points of view.
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4.4.1 Multi-component amplitude analysis of passive data: the PS-MuCAA
tool in the ESAC panel

manual-in-progress

PS-MuCAA stands for Passive Seismics — Multi-Component Amplitude Analysis and it is
a way of considering multi-component passive data and retrieve information about the Vs
distribution along the considered profile (also identifying possible lateral 2D variations).

In case you record and upload multi-component data, remember you need to use the
same unit of measurements (e.g. mm/s, m/s, cm/s or counts) for all the components.

Data acquisition

Recording time: usually 10-20 minutes are enough, depending on the characteristics of
the site and on the goals.

Data need to be recorded in a quite classical fashion: a linear array is spread and multi-
component passive data are recorded.

Let us consider a 21- or 24-channel array for the acquisition of passive data for all the
three components or, if there is no time, only for the Z and T components.

How to record multi-component passive data?

Two common options are:

option#1

If you are using a “classical” acquisition system (seismograph and seismic cables), you
can record the Z and T (and possibly R) components in successive acquisition (you first
connect the vertical geophones and record n minutes of passive data, then connect the
horizontal geophones to record the T component [finally you can rotate the geophones
and record the R component])
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Acquisition of the Z component considering a classical system (seismograph + seismic
cables): when you plant your Z geophones, you should carefully verify that the geophone
is really vertical (a simple and cheap bubble is enough).

Linear array for the dispersion and amplitude analysis to identify possible lateral
variations (PS-MuCAA tools): we can see one seismic cable (classical acquisition
system) and both horizontal and vertical geophones deployed so to collect multi-
component data. You first connect the Z geophones (and record your passive data) and
then the horizontal geophones (for the acquisition of the T component — you can then
also record the R component by simply rotating the horizontal geophones by 180°).
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option#2

If you are using a 3-component (e.g. wireless) system, you can record simultaneously all
the three components necessary to perform our multi-component analysis for the analysis
of both the dispersion and amplitude (PS-MuCAA).

Acquisition of 3-component data using a wireless system composed of several (in this
case 12) 3-component geophones (each box is a 3-component geophone).

Close up of the previous photo: on the right, a vertical (Z) geophone and, on the left, a
horizontal geophone rotated so to collect the T (transversal) component. By rotating the
horizontal geophone by 90° we will then collect the radial (R) component.
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Easy management of SmartSolo data in the ESAC panel (winMASW®
Academy)

Continuous (passive) data recorded with the SmartSolo system can be easily upload
and processed in the ESAC panel. Please, remember that ELIOSOFT can provide you
with both traditional acquisition systems (with cable) as well as with the SmartSolo
cableless system (independent 3-component geophones synchronized via GPS).

The easiest acquisition procedure is according to a linear array and in the following
‘educational” example (aimed at showing you how simple is the procedure) we will use
the data from just four SmartSolo IGU-BD3C-5 units.

Acquisition

Four (4) SmartSolo IGU-BD3C-5 nodes are deployed according to a linear array. The
“‘North” of the nodes is not oriented according to the geographical North but
according to the seismological components: the “North” is the direction of the array (in
seismological terms this is called the radial component) and, necessarily, the EW
direction is actually the transversal component (which is perpendicular to the radial
component). Therefore, we do not speak about NS and EW but, in addition to the vertical
one, we consider the radial and the transversal components which are the direction of
the array and the axis perpendicular to it, respectively.

We highly recommend to deploy the nodes using a simple rule: the increasing Serial
Number (i.e. at your first point you deploy the node with the smallest serial number and
then deeply the other nodes using the nodes with an increasing Serial Number).
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Here below, an example of array with just four (4) SmartSolo nodes (i.e. SmartSolo 3-
component geophones). In order to easily (straightforwardly) analyse the radial and
transversal components, the geophones are deployed with the NS direction inline
with the direction of the array. In other words, our “relative North” (which
coincides with the direction of the array and represents the radial component) is
pointing to (more or less) N35W.
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array direction
(i.e. radial component)
: — = While dealing with a linear array (usually

recommended), the North of the
SmartSolo node does not have to point
to the geographical North. It must
coincide with the direction of the array.
In other words: the North of the
SmartSolo is the same as the array
direction.

Converting the SmartSolo data

Once you are at home, with the software provided with the SmartSolo nodes, you will
save/convert the data from your nodes in a series of files (one for each node) with the 3-
component data. This means that, in our case, we obtain four files (one for each node)
containing all the three components. By default, you will obtain four files with this kind of
filenames:

590002381.0001.2023.11.28.12.01.00.000.ENZ.seg?2
590002493.0001.2023.11.28.12.01.00.000.ENZ.seg?2
590002523.0001.2023.11.28.12.01.00.000.ENZ.seg?2
590002525.0001.2023.11.28.12.01.00.000.ENZ.seg?2

The first series of digits are the Serial Number of your nodes and the nodes need to
be deployed following an increasing Serial Number — see map shown previously:
we started from the upper left corner [1 - 590002381], then moved to the second
point [2 - 590002493], the third [3 - 590002523] and finally the forth one [4 - 590002525].
The last three letters in the filename mean that the first trace is about the EW
(transversal!) component, the second about the NS (radial) component and the last one
about the vertical one.
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Uploading the data in the ESAC panel

In the upper left corner, a light-blue button (“‘upload SmartSolo 3C data”) allows you to
upload all your four files at once. The winMASW® software will extract the GPS
information from the seismic data and automatically create all the maps you can see in
this section. Of course, this information is usually not extremely precise but you can
easily (manually/personally) modify the distances (offsets). In very practical terms:
inaccuracies should be personally adjusted/modified when the sensors are relatively
close to each other but can be ignored for very distant nodes. In the present case we
easily measured the distance between the sensor #1 [590002381] and #2 [590002493]
and modified the value according to the actual measurement (15 meters instead of 13.6).
For very distant nodes [in our case the nodes 590002523 and 590002525], in case it is
not possible to measure the actual distances we can work with the values automatically
extracted from the GPS data since the error is usually small enough not to create serious
problems (an error of 2 meters for two sensors 80 meters apart is small enough that it
should not cause too much concern). Always consider that this kind of techniques are
important especially for obtaining large-scale and deep (low frequencies) information.

rge scale view

ol i close up [4 nodes]
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Throughout the procedure, a few dialog boxes will help you in properly uploading the data
and obtaining what you exactly want.

IMPORTANT: In fact, at the very end of the uploading procedure, the software will ask
you if you want to work with an “optimized” linear array (i.e. if you want to ignore and
remove the small deviations from a perfectly-straight line) and, in case you answer
positively, from the dataset recorded according to the array shown above, you will obtain
an array like the one shown below. This is useful in case you are dealing with analyses
aimed at obtaining a standard 1D profile but is mandatory in case you are using several
(minimum 20) nodes and wish to obtain a 2D Vs profile according to the SUPPSALA and
PS-MuCAA procedures.
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Once you have properly recorded and uploaded your data, you will be able to work with
all the three (seismological) components: vertical, radial and transversal. The first
two refer to Rayleigh waves while the third one to Love waves (reading the paper Dal
Moro and Mazanec, 2024 is mandatory).

Data analysis

In this case (we just consider four SmartSolo nodes), we can easily obtain seven
“objects” (to jointly analyse): four HVSR curves and the dispersion data for the Z, R
and T components

The four HVSR curves obtained from the ESAC panel (PS-MuCAA tool)
The real four points are those marked with the magenta square while the rest are
obtained by interpolating the values over the whole array.
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Dispersion for the vertical component of Rayleigh waves (main component)
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The dispersion for the radial component of Rayleigh waves (H1 component)

The trend around 3 Hz is due to the limited number of traces used (just four) [aliasing
phenomena]. This can be attenuated/avoided using a larger number of nodes although in
the next wWinMASW® release a new interesting tool will be added aimed at avoiding this
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A brutal way to reduce this kind of phenomena is the application of a “severe” fk filter
(using a small fk parameter) during the ESAC processing (a dialog box automatically
appears) but this can be done only by expert users with excellent signal processing know
how. The following snapshot shows what you can get through a heavy fk filtering
(compare with the previous figure).
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Dispersion for the transversal component (Love waves) (H2 component)

Also in this case spatial aliasing is responsible for the curve around 1.8 Hz (see comment

about the radial component).
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Not bad, if we consider that we recorded the data with just four sensor, isn’t it?
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ESAC processing with few 3C nodes (cableless): assembling Bessel files

In the 2024 release, we added a new tool aimed at properly assembling the passive
data recorded with a limited number of 3C sensors (now often called “nodes”) [e.g. 4
nodes] and obtain the data useful to obtain a well-defined dispersion from ESAC. In
simple terms: with, for instance, just four 3-component sensors/nodes, you can record a
first (passive) dataset while the sensors are deployed pretty far apart while a second
dataset can be recorded after having moved the sensors at four new/different positions.
Data from these two (or more) acquisitions are then “merged” so to investigate a wide
frequency range.

On the other side, in case you are interested in the SPAC technique (which requires just
4 sensors), you can work with the HoliSurface® software application
(https://www.winmasw.com/_uk/prodotto.asp?IDp=1) which was designed in order to
exploit the (active and passive) data from just a very few sensors.

What's the concrete difference between the SPAC and ESAC in terms of
performances? The answer could be extremely wide but the very first point to consider is
that, compared to SPAC, the investigated frequency range is much larger for ESAC (this
is inevitable cause, thanks to the much larger number of sensors, the wavelengths
investigated via ESAC are many more).

Let’'s see now how to efficiently manage the data acquisition and processing in case we
have only few nodes but want to explore a sufficiently large frequency range.

In fact, in case you have only few 3C nodes, the investigated frequency range is clearly
necessarily relatively small but, thanks to the “Assemble Bessel sequence” tool in
winMASW® Academy, you can effectively handle such a situation and explore a much
larger frequency range.

Clearly, the advantage of using cableless systems is that you can work in complex
logistic situations and easily deal with very large arrays.
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Example#1 (two Bessel sequences)
Let’s imagine we have just four (4) nodes.

Step#l: we record 2 datasets considering two different arrays (see the two
following maps) and process them according to the ESAC procedure (separately)

First dataset

Sl 3

Three of the points of the first acquisition: as you can see, with a cableless system we
can easily ignore logistic problems due to buildings, fences etc.
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Second dataset
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For each dataset, we perform the standard ESAC analysis for all the components we are
interested in (remember that in the ESAC panel you can handle multi-component passive
data about the Z, R and T components).

Among the output files, you will get two files (one for each dataset) with a filename like
(for instance):

We call this kind of files (i.e. data) “Bessel sequence file”.

As you can see from the filenames, in this case the two datasets were recorded in two
different days. These two “Bessel sequence” files clearly indicated the number of
frequencies considered and the radii (i.e. the distances between the sensors for the two
datasets — as you can see, they are different, which is intentionally since that way we can
sample various wavelengths).

It is fundamental that the processing of the two (or three or four) datasets is
performed with exactly the same processing parameters and in particular: the
sampling rate of the data (data must be re-sampled to the same frequency], the
minimum and maximum frequencies and the window length.

If you use different parameters, you will not be able to assemble the uploaded
Bessel sequences.

Step#2: copy the two “Bessel sequence files” in a new folder you create for the
purpose (e.g. “merging_Bessel_data”)
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Step#3: launch the “Assemble Bessel sequence” tool (among the winMASW® utilities or
from the toolbar in the ESAC panel) and set the working folder (the one you previously
created and where you saved the Bessel sequence files.

EN winMASW® - Academy: tool for assembling Bessel sequences

set working folder

upload first Bessel sequence
upload second Bessel sequence
upload third Bessel sequence

upload fourth Bessel sequence

www.winmoasw.com

10 2000 assemble the data & compute the velocity spectrum

minimum & maximum velocitv

Step#4: upload the first Bessel sequence (obtained from the ESAC processing of
the first dataset)

You will obtain the sensor map and the respective Bessel data (obtained during the
standard ESAC processing).

Step#5: upload the second Bessel sequence (obtained from the ESAC processing
of the second dataset)

Once again you will obtain the sensor map and the respective Bessel data (obtained
during the standard ESAC processing).

In case you recorded more datasets/arrays, you can upload up to four (4) Bessel
sequence files (in the snapshot below the case of 3 Bessel sequences).

dataset#1 dataset#2 dataset#3

45°46'20"N

45°46'22"N

45°46'15"N

Latitude

45°46'20"N
45°46'20"N

12°47'50"E

Longitude
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After you upload at least two Bessel files you are able to merge them (step#6).

Step#6: Assemble the previously-uploaded Bessel files (“assemble the data &
compute the velocity spectrum” button)

You will obtain a summary figure such as the following one and, in the working folder, two
phase-velocity  files. One is the standard phase-velocity  spectrum
(“ESAC_fromBesselAssembling_component3.mat”) and the second
(“ESAC_FKfiltered_fromBesselAssembling_component3.mat”) the same after a FK filter
is applied (see the two phase-velocity spectra in the figure below) [the user can/must
choose the amount of filtering].

The following figure is about the component#3, i.e. the Transversal one (Love waves). In
general the component#1 refers to the vertical component (Z), the second one the radial
(R) and the third one (component#3, Transversal component).

GPS positioning distances among couples of sensors [+ wavelengths]
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We can underline that we can apply this procedure to all the three components (Z, R & T)
and that, in this case, we can also obtain 8 HVSR curves (see PS-MuCAA tool in the
ESAC panel, as well as the procedure for the automatic processing of multi HVSR
datasets in the HVSR panel).
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Long(er) profiles

In case the profile to investigate is longer than our array, once we have recorded the data
considering the first array, we can move the whole array in a successive position (see
arrays #1, #2 and #3 in the next two figures).

Example: we want to investigate a 248 m profile with a 21-channel acquisition system.

In this case we can consider three (3) successive arrays (21 channels each) with dx
(geophone spacing) equal to 4 m (see the two following figures).

array#1l array#2 array#3

We will then end up with three sets of data to properly use for the analyses. It must
be clearly understood that the analysis of the dispersion and the analysis of the
amplitudes is totally different.

Data acquisition: few notes
Recording time

Follow the usual reasoning to apply for dispersion analysis from passive data (it depends on the
goals and site characteristics). For common applications 20 minutes are fine.
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Geometry (dx values)

In case you suspect (or know) that along the profile are present different terrains, dx can be
variable. Because of the spatial aliasing, it needs to be relatively smaller over the softer
sediments and relatively larger over the stiffer materials.

PS-MuCAA: example of variable-dx survey. In order to depict the 2D structure of this
small valley two crossing lines [yellow and green] are designed so to properly manage
the different terrains (the central part of the area is dominated by peats). Each point
represent a 3-component sensor.

Courtesy of roXplore.ch
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Data processing according to PS-MuCAA

PS-MuCAA tool (in the ESAC panel) is about the analysis of the amplitudes
of multi-offset (and possibly multi-component) passive data.

In case we record multi-component data separately (i.e. we have a single
seismograph/cable with single-component geophones and record first the Z
component and then the T and/or R components) we should perform the whole
operation as quick as possible.

In fact we need to be sure that no relevant change in the microtremor field occurs
(weather conditions remain the same and no industrial activities start or stop during our
data acquisition).

Large-amplitude transient events must be removed from the data of all the considered
components.

Of course in case we use 3C geophones (e.g. a series of SmartSolo 3C nodes), we
record all the components simultaneously and, as a consequence, we do not need to
consider all these cautions.

Gauss frequencyl/ies: Please, notice that you can input more than one value. If for
instance you want to analyze the amplitudes at two different frequencies (e.g. 2 and 5.5),
you can input both the values and the software will show you (and save) the amplitudes
for both the frequencies.

Cleaning threshold: Value multiplied by the trace standard deviations so to fix the
maximum amplitude allowed (larger-amplitude data are removed).

Moving mean: if larger than 1, the spectra of the n adjacent traces (being n the number
you set) are “smoothed” according to a weighted mean. We do not recommend to set
values larger than 2 or 3.

H/Z sensitivity ratio: In case your vertical and horizontal geophones do not have the
same response curve (sensitivity) [remember you should use Z and H geophones
with exactly the same response curve in the whole frequency range], you can try to
adjust the obtained spectral ratios by providing the value of the ratio between the
sensitivity of the Horizontal and vertical (Z) geophones.

Average Vs: In case the HVSR (and/or the TVSR and RVSR) is characterized by a very
simple trend (single peak and almost-flat values around it), you can estimate the depth of
the interface responsible for that peak by providing the average Vs value of the layers
above the horizon responsible for that H/V peak.

If you provide a value, you will obtain a frequency-depth conversion image (see next
figure):
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Example of pseudo 2D section obtained by using the described procedure: the blue
area is about a peat channel (Vs of about 50 m/s) while on the right a paleo sandy dune
(Vs of about 250 m/s) (see also the Appendix “batch processing of multiple HVSR data” —
the second reported example).

More details and analyses about this case study in the paper Tools for the efficient

analysis of surface waves from active and passive seismic data: exploring a NE-
Italy perilagoon area with significant lateral variations (Dal Moro & Stemberk, 2022).
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4.4.2 SUPPSALA: 2D Vs profiles from multi-offset passive data [ESAC panel]

There are at least 3 possible approaches for the 2D reconstruction of the subsurface
properties:

1) body-wave (P and SH) seismic tomography

2) Surface wave analysis from passive data: SUPPSALA technique

3) HoliSurface or MASW (active) techniques according to a roll-along procedure:
from the practical point of view, a series of standard 1D profiles are obtained from a
series of successive shots recorded according to a roll-along procedure (you tow your
geophone array along the line you need to investigate); obtained Vs profiles are then
arranged with the tool available in HS and winMASW® Academy so to obtain a 2D
section.

For the first two approaches, 12 channels are usually not sufficient since we need to work
with 24 (or even more) channels.

With body-wave tomography one can work with both SH and P waves (but beware of the
effect of saturation conditions on P waves and consider the fact that the investigated
depth is limited), while with surface waves it is possible to define only Vs values (in case
you also consider the HVSR, investigated depth is potentially much greater compare to
body-wave tomography).

Clearly, since performances depends on site characteristics and specific goals, there is
no “best method” in universal terms.

The acronym 2D-SuPPSALA stands for 2D Subsurface Profiling via Passive Surface
wave data Analysis from Linear Array. This means that the goal is to define a 2D Vs
section from passive data collected along a linear array. This technique somehow
replaces or integrates the SH-wave tomography refraction.

Data acquisition: some recommendations

1) Data quality is crucial: geophones must be accurately tested to make sure that
response curves and polarity are the same

2) Geophones need to be deployed (“‘planted”) with great care: perfect coupling and
perfectly vertical/horizontal

3) While recording the field data, we recommend using HS-QC software to verify data
quality (see pertinent section of the winMASW®/HoliSurface® manual)

4) Use, in general, the same spacing between geophones (dx), but in case you suspect
that an abrupt lateral variation occurs at a certain location, around such a point a smaller
dx can be used

5) In general, it is recommended to consider the T component (i.e. Love waves). In case
you want to take full advantage of the PS-MuCAA procedure (i.e., computation of
various spectral ratios for each point of the array), you can also record the Z (vertical)
component but in general it is strongly recommended to record (also) the T component

6) As for refraction tomography, for the reconstruction of the 2D Vs section, 12 channels
are not adequate and we should work with 24 (or more) geophones/channels.
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Processing

There are several possible approaches to obtain 2D Vs sections via SUPPSALA and we
will show only a couple of possible approaches/examples. The SUPPSALA tool is actually
pretty flexible and the procedure you can decide to follow depends on how strong is your
theoretical background and should be tailored based on actual needs and site
characteristics. Attending courses and workshops is clearly strongly recommended.

Few notes about 2D-SuPPSALA and PS-MUCAA

In order to reconstruct the subsurface Vs model with a good (large) investigated depth,
we need to deal with two “objects”: 1) dispersion data; 2) spectral ratios (e.g. HVSR or,
similarly, the simpler but fundamentally identical TVSR)

Dispersion data along the array are obtained through the “2D-SuPPSALA” button
(lower right of the new ESAC panel): the array (as for refraction seismics, 24 channels is
the minimum recommended) is then divided in a series of subsets of smaller arrays. In
case for instance, you choose to consider 6-channel subsets, you will obtain the
dispersion for the following subsets: 1-2-3-4-5-6 then 2-3-4-5-6-7 then 3-4-5-6-7-8 and so
on and on.

The computation of the spectral ratios is then accomplished for each point via PS-
MuCAA (lower left group in the new ESAC panel).

In case you uploaded just the T component (as H2 data) and the Z component (as main
component), you will obtain the TVSR curves while in case you also uploaded the R
component (as H1), you will also obtain the HVSR (and the RVSR). Please note that
TVSR RVSR and HVSR are typically almost identical (only possible industrial
components are usually affected by significant directivities).

Of course, for the very initial and final points, where it is not possible to compute a
dispersion curve, we take/extend the dispersion of the first (and last) useful subsets,
which are anyway associated to the actual/real HVSRs.

We can eventually analyze what we need to get a 2D Vs model: just the dispersion
(in this case the penetration depth will be limited by the lowest reliable frequency) or the
dispersion + HVSRs (in this case the investigated depth will be significantly larger).

In case you want to analyze just the dispersion (for very shallow studies), in the “single-
observable inversion” panel (from the main winMASW® panel) you will upload the
dispersion file obtained via 2D-SuPPSALA and saved in the “array_dispersion_curves”
output subfolder (file “2DSuPPSALA _dispersion_curves.mat” or similar file name).

On the other side, in case you want to jointly invert dispersion data (e.g. about the T
component) and one spectral ratio (e.g. the TVSR), you will use the “Joint Inversion of
Rayleigh/Love + HV” panel (from the main winMASW® panel). You will upload the
dispersion data (same file as for the previous case) and the spectral ratios ..hv files saved
in the PS-MuCAA output folder (e.g. “PS_MuCAA_frequency2 22Hz_movingMEAN1"). In
such a folder files are saved with the number of channels. For instance:
H2VSR_channel_1.hv, H2VSR_channel_2.hv, H2VSR_channel_3.hv and so on).

is about the
computation of the spectral ratios that the considered data allows (in your case also the
HVSR but it can be TVSR or RVSR, which are actually VERY often the same thing!]

is it about the determination of the dispersion processing (point#1).
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CASE STUDY#1: SINGLE-COMPONENT ANALYSIS (DISPERSION ANALYSIS ONLY)

Please, remember that it is strongly recommended to use the T component (Love waves).
By analyzing the dispersion of just one component, the kind of results that can be
obtained (2D Vs section) is in general comparable to what would be obtained via SH-
wave refraction tomography.

For the example shown below (just for educational purposes) only 12 channels are used
but for serious professional jobs it is recommended to work with 24 (or more) channels.
The same applies to refraction tomography.

Step#1 - Determination of the dispersive properties

Once the single-component passive data have been uploaded (having in case removed
all the traces that for whatever reason should not be considered [poor quality etc.]), one
must identify the most appropriate processing parameters for the type of sites and data
we have available. Since this is an operation that requires considering many aspects, it is
not possible to summarize all the necessary reasoning.

Since, the SUPPSALA procedure is based on the analysis of subsets of data/channels
(i.e. shorter arrays), it is clear that the minimum frequency cannot be the same used while
considering the entire dataset for the standard 1D case (long array).

After launching the procedure (2D-SuPPSALA button), we are asked a few things (read
carefully and make appropriate choices). The most important parameter to fix is certainly
the number of channels to be used to define the subsets/arrays (for most of the
applications the number is between 6 and 8).

Once we have provided all the required parameters, the procedure continues eventually
providing a series of outputs/graphs such as the ones shown here below (read the graphs
carefully). This step/procedure does not require any particular computational effort.

Clearly, the dispersion values at the edges cannot be determined and are therefore
"copied" (extended) from the nearest curves (consider carefully the values of the in-line
positions reported in the two figures below).
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e
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N}
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inline position {m) frequency (Hz)

inline position (m)

approximate depth (m)

Step#1: obtained dispersion curves (the number of curves is interpolated in order to make
the overall trend more readable).
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dispersion at the array points [#12]
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Step#1: extending the dispersion curves to the edges of the array in order to cover the

entire array (compare the inline positions shown here with the one of the previous figure).
These are the curves that are going to be inverted (step#2).
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Step#2 - Inversion of previously-retrieved dispersion curves

During this second step the computational load is definitely heavier (see section about
System Requirements) but the procedure extremely simple.

From the "single-observable inversion [dispersion data; also 2D-SuPPSALA]" panel, we
now upload the 2DSuPPSALA_dispersion_curves.mat file saved in the
"array_dispersion_curves" subfolder during the step#1.

We then set the appropriate inversion parameters (it is necessary to start from a starting
model previously identified through the forward modeling of one of the dispersion curves
automatically saved during the previous step in the “array_dispersion_curves” folder)
and launch the inversion. We eventually obtain a series of outcome including the
following two:

2D-SuPPSALA: Vs section

wWww.winmasw.com
depth (m)

20 25 30 35
shot location (m)

The magenta squares along the x axis of the final 2D Vs section indicate the range within
which the solution is "real" (outside these limits the solution is so-to-speak interpolated).

VsE down to 9 m

90

85
=4#=V/sE down to 9m

80 1

Vs (m/s)

75

www.winmasw.com

70

65 nd
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55

inline (m)

Values for the “equivalent Vs’ computed up to the depth of 9 m: note the increase in
mean Vs related to the shallower contact between the surface peat-like sediments (Vs <
80 m/s) and the deeper "normal” sediments (Vs > 130 m/s). Note the general consistency
between previously shown (and inverted) phase velocity spectra and the final result
shown here.

In addition to the several images produced at the end of the step#2 and automatically
saved in the SUPPSALA output folder, an Excel file is also produced showing the matrix
of vertically interpolated Vs values with a distance dz indicated by the value given in the
file name itself: smoothresampledVSsection_dz0.3m.xIs means 2D Vs section with
vertically interpolated values every 0.3 m.
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CASE STUDY#2: MULTI-COMPONENT DATA ANALYSIS

The new ESAC panel enables multi-component passive data analysis and this allows a
large-number of possible acquisition-and-analysis strategies.

The simplest one for those who have a "classical" acquisition system with two 12-channel
cables is to arrange the two cables parallel to each other and connect the Z geophones
along one cable and the horizontal ones on the other (for the T component). This will
provide the data for analyzing Rayleigh (Z component) and Love wave (T component)
dispersion, as well as the HVSR curves at each point/channel. In this case the problem
can be related to the limited number of considered points (just 12).

Another possible strategy is to deploy the two cables along a single linear array (12 + 12
= 24 channels/points) and “plant” both the vertical and horizontal geophones (see figure
below). We then first connect the Z-component and record a passive dataset.
Successively we connect the horizontal geophones and record the T component.
Incidentally this is what can be done also in case you have a single cable.

In case we have a wireless system with 3C sensors, things are easier and we simply
need to deploy the 3C nodes along a line. Remember that we do not have to consider
the NS and EW geographical directions but the seismological components: the 3C
geophones need to be rotated in order to have one H component parallel to the line
(radial component) and the second H component perpendicular to it (T component).
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For the example briefly present below, data were collected with a set of wireless 3C
geophones along a linear array of more than 2 km.

Step#1 - Determination of the dispersive properties and HVSR

As shown also for the previous small case study, while 2D dispersive properties are
defined by clicking the 2D-SuPPSALA button (remember to carefully set the processing
parameters), for defining the HVSR curves (for each point) we use the PS-MuCAA
procedure.

We first need to upload at least 2 components: the vertical (Z) and the transversal (T)
ones.

Since in this case we were working with a set of 3C geophones, we can actually work
with all three components. The HVSR is computed considering all of them (but results are
usually pretty much the same in case we consider just the Z and T components only),
while for the dispersion we will work (as we often recommend) with the T component
(Love waves) [the component to be considered is chosen from the pop-down window in
the upper left corner, within the compute group].

Step#2 - Joint inversion of the T-component dispersion (Love waves) + HVSRs

In the "Joint Inversion of Rayleigh/Love + HV [single or 2D-SuPPSALA]" panel, we now
upload the 2DSuPPSALA dispersion_curves.mat file automatically saved in the
"array_dispersion_curves" sub-folder during the step#1 of the SUPPSALA procedure and
the HVSR curves produced by means of the PS-MuCAA tool (these latter are ordinary
.hv files). We then set the inversion parameters (to do this we clearly need a real in-depth
understanding of what we are doing) and then launch the joint inversion (RUN button).

dispersion data and HVSR
= Dispersion Curves from 2D-SuPPSALA [24 points]
———

o satng nose

www.winmasw.com
3 I EEI LR = .

Step#2 (joint inversion): uploading the dispersion data and the HVSR curves.
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What we obtain in the end is summarized in the following image: the field data, the
synthetics of the identified vertical profiles and the 2D Vs section.

dispersion [T component] HVSR

2000 - Dsynth @syntn

1500 > *
——) 7
o d =

2D-SuPPSALA: Vg section
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Brief introduction to interferometry

Available in the next WinMASW® Academy release

Interferometry can be proficiently used only when we are dealing with large arrays that
ensure clear a clear dispersion pattern.

Main Pros:

a) Working with simple linear arrays

b) Possibility, in some cases, to separate different modes (if present)

c) Possibility to identify the direction where most of the microtremors come from (left or
right of the array)

d) It can be used also for the analysis of the group velocities (from the analysis of the
data recorded by just two 3C geophones set sufficiently apart one from the other and
with a sufficiently long acquisition time)

Recommended acquisition parameters

1) Recording time: 30 minutes for small arrays and more for larger arrays (larger than
500 m). Actually very variable: it depends on the minimum frequency we intend to
analyze (in case we intend to consider very low frequencies, longer acquisition length and
very large arrays are necessary); sampling frequency: 250-500 Hz [2-4 ms]
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2) Consider more than one (single) component [vertical, radial, transversal — see

figure here below]. In general we recommend to record (at least) the Z and T
components.

T component (Love waves)

T T T

&) 'an'ay

B A iR IR g 3 B

-10

10+

y (m)

80 90 100 110 120 130 140 150
x (m)

R component (radial component of Rayleigh waves)

‘ ® array|

10

T

y (m)

0F -# -8 & - 6 —o -8 -0 —o- -8 -8 -8 -

-10

80 90 100 110 120 130 140 150
x (m)

Orientation of the horizontal geophones for the acquisition of the radial (R) and
transversal (T — Love wave) components
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3) Linear arrays in line with the main microtremor source(s) [see figures here below]

geophone array

geophone array

Recommended array deployment/orientation in case of busy highways/streets

geophone array

geophone array

main microtremor sources
(e.g. industrial area)

main microtremor sources
(e.g. industrial area)

Recommended array deployment/orientation in case of localized microtremor area
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Validity limits: the lowest reliable frequency can be defined in a similar way as for the
ESAC technique, through the green lines shown overlying the obtained velocity spectra.

Comparing ESAC and interferometry:
example#l [Z component, vertical component of Rayleigh waves]

Phase-velocity spectrum from ESAC analysis

Phase-velocity spectrum from interferometry

manual-in-progress

Comparing ESAC and interferometry:
example#2 [T component, Love waves]

Phase-velocity spectrum from ESAC analysis

Phase-velocity spectrum from interferometry
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4.5 Group velocities: MFA (Multiple Filter Analysis) (Academy
version)

This method allows to define dispersion curves for group velocities (not for phase velocities),
anyway the procedures are in general absolutely similar to the ones adopted for phase-velocity
analyses (MASW or ReMi).

First (as usual) upload the common-shot gather (icon top left). Theoretically to perform MFA
analyses one trace could be sufficient, nevertheless the resulting spectrum will surely result more
robust when obtained as the average of several traces (we may suggest 3-6 traces at least).

It is not possible to summarize in a manual all the characteristics and the pros & cons of a
methodology, and we will limit the presentation to 2 points only:

1. the link between Vsyer (phase velocity of the surface wave) and Vsuper (group velocity of
the surface wave) and Vs (shear-wave velocities in depth) is different (in other words the
relationship frequency — Vs and frequency-Vsyer is different from the one between
frequency — Vs and Vsypcr).

2. with respect to VsueH, Vswper S€EM (SOMetimes) more sensitive to Vs variation in depth
(see e.g. Luo et al. 2010).

For these reasons we suggest the joint analysis MASW + MFA (+ possibly HVSR) (button “Joint
Analysis of Phase & Group Velocities”).

Parameters AlphaO & Alphal

The Gaussian filter used during MFA depends on 2 parameters: Alpha0O and Alphal. There
are no universal values suitable for any dataset as these values depend on the specific
dispersive properties of the considered dataset. Anyway, thanks to some improvements
present in the 4.7 version we would suggest 2 fix values: 120 and 0.01, respectively. It is
also recommended a re-sampling to 1msec (see panel down here).

Velocity Spectrum Parameters (group-velocity analyses) [E=TEEE
velocity spectrum: define limits
— welocity (mis)
20 600 Spectral analysis: number of samples 16384 A
minimum maximum
Traces to consider e
: . . 1:1:24
— frequency (Hz) ———— First trace : Increment : Last Trace
1 60 Alphal (see manual) 120
minimum maximum
Alphal (see manual) 0.0
verbose | resample to 1msec oK
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By activating the verbose option you will also obtain the 2 following windows.

The first one reports the delays as a function of the offset

25

vy
v \d
L /B 5 Biad
L 4
v
v

time delay (s)
time (s)

0s5p

i i ! i i i
1} 100 200 300 400 s00 600 700 800 40 45 &0 85 B0 =] 70
group welocity (m?s) offset (m)

while the second one presents the last considered trace (on the left) and the obtained
velocity spectrum (on the right).

winMASW - Multiple Filter Analysis o S

File Edit View Inset Tools Desktop Window Help N

DEEHS [ MREOBDEL- 08O

offset (last trace): 66m
00627065 g

0101882 -

0133333

time (3)

group velocity (m/s)

0182982 oo e o

0349206 - -

Please notice that MFA analyses cannot be applied to ReMi-like acquisitions because in that case
time and position (thus distance) of the source(s) is not known.

In seismology it is possible to apply MFA technique only once the epicenter is defined, thus its
time and position is determined with respect to the receiver.

The joint modelling is then performed in the usual way (see example down here): from the

uploaded dataset it is computed the velocity spectrum representing the phase velocity (MASW
technique) and the group velocities (MFA technique).
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Of course, it is also possible to upload an H/V curve and perform a 4-observable analysis: phase
velocities + group velocities + HVSR + refraction travel times.

In case you upload a Z or R active dataset, dispersion and refraction is about Rayleigh and P-
wave, respectively. On the other side, if you upload a T-component dataset, dispersion and
refraction are about Love and SH-wave respectively.
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4.5.1 Panel for the joint analysis of group and phase velocities together with
the HVSR and refraction travel times

From the main panel of winMASW® [Academy] we can access the Joint Analysis of
Phase & Group velocities [+HV & refraction] panel. Here we can upload an active
dataset and the HVSR curve (which should always be the average of two HVSR curves
taken at two different points of the array).

By clicking the compute P & G velocity spectra button, we compute the phase
(considering all traces) and group (considering just one of the traces!) velocity spectra of
the uploaded active dataset.

Here is an example of a screenshot where four "objects" (observables) are shown (from
the upper left corner clockwise): active seismic traces obtained considering 5 geophones
[ZVF component], phase velocities (the high frequency and high velocity signal is due to
spatial aliasing but, since this is extremely clear and cannot misinterpreted as higher
mode (or whatever), it does not create any problem/concern), group velocity (referring to
the farthest trace - see red square on the last seismic trace), uploaded HVSR curve.
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phase velocity (m/s)
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uplaad ESAL ypsctrure
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offsel (m) frequency (Hz)

www.winmaoasw.com

5 10 15 20 25 30 35 : ) report D
frequency (Hz) o | corent frequency (Hz) o reportFvs

---------

With some forward modelling (using both modal curves and FVS) we can eventually
converge to the model shown below (the congruity between campaign data and model is
obvious).

As always, we can decide whether to get the final report by referring to the modal curves
[DC report button in the bottom right corner] or the FVS solution [by far more robust] [FVS
report button at the bottom right corner].
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Regarding the refraction modelling (it is activated with the option in the upper right
corner of the panel), if we are analyzing the Z or R components, the modeling will (clearly
and necessarily) refer to P waves, while if we are analyzing the T component, the
refraction will refer to S waves. Here below an example of the same joint modeling
considering THF data (i.e. Love-wave phase and group velocities + SH-wave refraction

travel times + HVSR).
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Spectral analysis (in particular for active data)

A tool for traditional spectral analyses is also available (calculation of an amplitude and
phase spectra): button “Spectrum” in the group “filtering & spectra”

Considerations must be done according to the selected component (surface waves only,
refracted waves, air waves, etc.),

For instance, while analyzing surface waves only, you'll notice the “erosion” of the high
frequencies (i.e. the disappearing/attenuation of high frequencies at large offsets), due to
geometrical spreading and viscosity (attenuation).

The soil (especially if made of unconsolidated materials) acts in fact as a filter, thus
attenuating especially the high frequencies (see the chapter dedicated to the attenuation
of the Rayleigh waves).

Here following the figures relevant to the spectra of the first and last traces of the dataset
test-attenuation2.sgy:

1. due to attenuation phenomena the amplitude of both traces is quite different (the
peak related to the first trace is over 600, while it decreases to about 100 for the
last trace)

2. compared to low frequencies, the highest result more attenuated

. . — I
B winMASW: spectral analysis | =y

trace#1 Amplitude spectrum Phase spectrum (unwrapped)

0
trace: 1 600
" %
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winMASW: spectral analysis o | E
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Here below the amplitude and phase spectra of the air wave: note the high frequency
characterizing the signal (peak around 145 Hz).

B winMASW: spectral analysis oo
trace#24 Amplitude spactrum Phase spectrum (unwrapped)
trace:| 222 J
0.2
2 50
trequencies (Ho)— 04
mine | 1 06 2 -100
max; | 300 08
= -150
o
IR 15 k-
E 2
12 -200
14 1
-250
16
0.5
18 -300
jeamputy 2
50 100 150 200 250 50 100 150 200 250
frequency (Hz) frequency (Hz)

Consider the potentiality of this tool when selecting a data portion: if in that portion there
are frequencies incompatible with the component you aim to isolate/investigate, that can
be useful to redefine the selection polygon.

Spect

rograms

In the “utilities” section the button “spectrogram” will give the possibility of computing the
spectrograms of the uploaded dataset (trace by trace). This will allow the user to evaluate the
spatial and temporal change in the frequency content due to seismic wave propagation and

attenuation.
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Picking of the dispersion curve

wWinMASW®

To pick the dispersion curve (i.e. to select those points that, according to the user, belong to a
particular propagation mode of the surface wave) it is necessary to:

1. choose the mode from the scroll menu

2. click (left mouse button) the points along a certain coherence that the user identifies and
understands as a particular “mode” (see example in figure 2)

3. save the picking

If there are more datasets in our “mode”, just pass to the other one scrolling down the menu
(once you’ve done and saved the picking of a mode). Different modes will be marked in different

colors.

The new data, relevant to the second mode, will be saved in the formerly indicated file. The final

inversion will finally consider the whole of data.

The picking file is a three columns ASCII file (.cdp-curve of dispersion in Italian): the first shows
the frequencies, the second the velocities and the third the mode (as chosen by the user scrolling
down the menu). We suggest to save the dispersion curve in the default directory “dispersion

curves”.

n winMASW 4.1 Pro - Velocity Spectra, Modeling, Picking
TAEE
— #: ing & ing (MASW
dataset stendimenta dat
minimum offset 1.5 m
geophone spacing: 1.5 m
sampling: 0.26 ms
normalized traces
0
o1 7
E
nz
03
0.4
=
o 0.5
£
T 06
o7
0.8
ng
L - . .
i} 5 10 18 20
offset (m)
utilties — data selection refraction —
»
(movie) (2] || (eancel] [save] (cleat refradion )
wwgllosoft it
-
winlViIA SV S r=rrr=rsy

WA

— #2: velocity spectrum, modelling & picking (MASW & ReMi

Rehii —

(ca\culate spectrum | () Tau-v

upload ReMi spactrum
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velocity spectrum
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=
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upload model 3
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explore spectrum

picking —
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Figure2. Picking of the dispersion curve
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In case you decide to pick the modal curves (this is the standard so-
called “MASW” approach), be aware that if your interpretation is
wrong, the model you’ll obtain through the curve inversion will also be
wrong. Please, carefully study our 2014 book (Surface Wave Analysis
for Near Surface Applications) and Possible Effects of Misidentified
Mode Number on Rayleigh Wave Inversion (Zhang & Chan, 2003).

We strongly recommend you to use (also) Love waves!

A

Picking a very dense dispersion curve won'’t give better results but just
longer computational time.

We generally suggest to concentrate on not more than 15 couples of
points (couple frequency-velocity).

Structure of a picking file (.cdp)

FREQUENCY (Hz) VELOCITY (m/sec) MODE

15.9956 1135.77 0
19.1886 815.43 0
17.9342 929.45 0
20.557 761.134 0
22.0395 733.986 0
25.1184 685.12 0
26.4868 668.832 0
28.3114 641.684 0
31.8465 592.818 0

141

Visualizing different curves (picking or output curves)

Clicking on the button top right of the screen you will visualize and compare different
formerly picked dispersion curves (.cdp) and/or dispersion output curves (.cdo). They will
show over the velocity spectrum in use.

do passo: i dello spettro di velocita

Input

input curva ﬂ
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The "movie" button (in winMASW® Academy its full implementation)

4 winMASW® - Joint Analysis of Surface Waves + HVSR (and P- or SH-waye refraction travel times)

@ | @ VSe<lft [ & Muv L[S R W E | Y 'c' il 2 e | © ol S = AR

You data in motion (some fun, but also for educational purposes).

Among the several facilities for the visualization of your data this single-component movie
(automatically saved in the working folder).

Two videos are shown and automatically saved in the working folder:

1) the animation of the normalized data (saved as "wWinMASW_Seismic_Movie_normalized
amplitudes.mp4")
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2) the animation of the actual-amplitude data (saved as "wWinMASW_Seismic_Movie_actual
amplitudes.mp4").
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Do you see what attenuation does?!
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Dispersion modelling: the modal dispersion curves

Beneath the velocity spectrum there is the section “direct modelling”, that allows the user to
calculate the dispersion curves of a model up to seven layers whose parameters can be fixed by
the same user clicking on the displaying menu on “parameters”
The calculated curves are screen shown and saved on an ASCII file (Frequency- VR) in the file

.modelladiretta.txt in the file winMASW/output.
The aim is to get the evaluation of a possible mode in respect of an observed spectrum.

143

In the case of geological complex situations (i.e. seismic data of hard interpretation) this is a very
useful method and generally the interpretation is enough (as an inversion is no longer necessary).
It is clearly possible to fix different values of the Poisson ratio (in order to modify the Vp/Vs ratio):
you’ll notice that the Ve values (once the value of the Vs has been fixed, as modifying the Poisson
ratio means modifying the Vp) are not that relevant if compared to the role of the thickness and

shear-wave velocities (Vs).
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Figure 3. Direct modelling: calculation of the dispersion curve (laid on the observed

velocity spectrum) of a supplied model by the user.
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About the deepest layer: in case you want to deal with a limited number of layers, the last one
(i.e. the final semi-infinite layer) must have zero thickness.
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3C, Professional and Academy Versions

Joint analysis of Rayleigh and Love waves

In the joint (or multi-component) analysis panel (accessible from the main panel) it is
possible to upload the field datasets about two components. In winMASW Academy they
can be also the vertical and radial components of Rayleigh waves while in other versions
of the software they must be Rayleigh and Love waves.
Clicking on “Velocity Spectra, Modelling & Picking” the window containing uploading,
picking and modelling of both datasets (one relevant to Rayleigh and the other relevant to

Love) displays.
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Clicking instead on “Rayleigh & Love joint inversion” you’ll get access to the section
aimed to the joint inversion of Rayleigh and Love dispersion curves

Bl  winMASW 4.1 Pro - Joint Inversion of Rayleigh- & Love-wave Dispersion Curves
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Joint modelling Rayleigh & Love waves: Vsh-Vsy anisotropy:

While joint analyzing Rayleigh and Love waves,
consider that Vsy (i.e. the component that influence
Rayleigh waves) and Vsy (which influences Love
waves) can be different.
Usually just a bit but in some special cases (highly | == 151 12 | fpossen . a2
layered media) enough to be relevant. | yerss — P

f 3
winMASW: modeling |_|_‘:‘ X

Wsv W anisatropy —
P
(mis) e |l| m
layer#l 100 14 Poisson - 12

layer2 112 2 Poisson - 2

e 260 0 Poisson
layer#s a

hal-space 0 0 Poisson

numker of modes to visualize

(miret | max: 20) 3

| cancel I |calcu\€nel

Few notes on the H/V spectral ratio

The nature of the H/V spectral ratio (i.e., the components that produce/influence the
observed HVSR) is a topic of lively academic debate, driven not only by scientific
arguments but also by several commercial interests.

Some key points are the following:

HVSR does not represent the site “amplification” (see Chapter about the HVSR
computation).

The observed HVSR depends on both Rayleigh and Love waves and, in very
special cases, only to a very minor extent on body waves (the actual influence
of body waves is actually quite debated)

Regardless of the chosen model, the role of quality factors Q should not be
ignored.

When different modeling approaches are used (e.g., based on only Rayleigh
waves, or Rayleigh and Love waves, or body waves, or all of them combined),
the spectral ratio will change.

Retrieving the Vs values just from the HVSR is highly risky and you should use
the HVSR only together with the velocities obtained via
MASW/ESAC/SPAC/MAAM/MFA/FTAN/HoliSurface/ReMi techniques.

While doing that, use the HVSR curve only for frequencies lower than about 10-
15 Hz (depending on the site characteristics): HVSR is useful for the deep part
but at higher frequencies can be influenced by very local conditions
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H/V Spectral Ratio from body waves

In the 3C, Professional and Academy versions it is possible to compute the H/V spectral
ratio and model it both according to body waves (Herak, 2008) and surface waves.
The HVSR curve is saved as a standard ASCII file with .hv extension (see the Chapter

about the HVSR computation).

If an HVSR curve is uploaded, it can be modelled or inverted with dispersion data:

0 = T T T T
20_....5 .............. ............. ............. ............ _.
= : : : : : :
o
o : : : : : :
= : : : : : :
BOf e R P N A s 1
i i : a i i
100 150 200 250 300 350 400
Wg [mis)
HVSR
2+ - -
P bady wavas
s | = 5W ellipticity (3 modes)
i observed
10 10
F (Hz)

Example of observed and modelled HVSR (according to body
and surface waves [different colors]).
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Refraction modelling (Pro & Academy)

Thanks to the tools available in the 'refraction’ section, it is possible to model the arrival times of
refracted events. A few key points to consider in this respect:

e The tool that winMASW® uses to compute the refraction travel times, also allows to include
low-velocity channels

o The relationships between Vs and Ve are extremely complex and variable

o Surface-wave analysis does not allow the reconstruction of the Vp values

e Vp values are strongly influenced by saturation conditions while Vs values only slightly

o A decrease in Vp with depth does not generate any refracted event.

velocity spectrum
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-Rayleigh Dispersion-
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f 7 ‘ Remember that surface-wave analysis can be
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SR - QS T Spectrum) technique, which is by far more

- e powerful than the standard approach based on

a0 »B S L interpreted modal curves.
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In red the arrival times of two refraction events relevant to the two interfaces having a positive
impedance jump; in green the arrival times of the direct wave.
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The AGC value

149

When the "Refraction” option is activated, an AGC (Automatic Gain Control) is applied to
(its value can be clearly modified - see value in the box just by the "refl./refl." button).

The value represents the window (in seconds) within which the energy is kept "constant”
by modified the amplitude of the trace (in order to put in evidence low-amplitude signals
usually associated with refraction event).

Here two snapshots obtained using two different values (it is apparent that the second

case allows a clearer identification of the refraction events):

— #1: data uploading & processing

— #2: velocity spectrum, modelling & picking (MASW, ESAC & ReMi analyses)
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Once you have interpreted the velocity spectrum and picked your dispersion curves, the
next step to obtain the Vs vertical profile is the inversion of the picked curve(s).

Please remember and consider that we suggest to proceed with the forward
modelling procedure by personally modifying the Vs and thickness values of the model
(see the modelling section in the “Velocity spectrum/a, Modelling & Picking” panels).

If you decide to follow the picking + automatic inversion procedure, we give you here few
hints.

Figure 4 shows the main window of single-component inversion panel.

First of all, you need to select the picked dispersion curve you intend to invert (button

D).

Once curve(s) is/are uploaded, they will show up in the upper part of the panel.

We now need to define the search space. There are two options:
1) its automatic definition (click on the number of layers you wish to consider). In
this case, it is obvious that, based on the site geological characteristics, user
can/should modify the default values.

2) you can start from a model you were previously modelling during the data
processing (see data modelling procedures) [such a model will be optimized based
on your picked curves].

Once the limits of the search space are fixed, you need to fix/modify the parameters of
the genetic inversion to perform (see Table 1).

Now it is time to launch the inversion (click the “run” button).

Two fundamental points to keep in mind. This standard approach to surface wave
analysis has two major problems:

1) You are not inverting the data but your personal data interpretation (which can
be wrong or meaningless);

2) Even in case your interpretation is correct the solution of the analysis of one single
observable (component) is inevitable non-unique [see introductory section of this
manual and recommended procedures based on the joint analysis of Rayleigh +
Love waves + HVSR].

Note on the Poisson’s ratio

Surface-wave dispersion depends mainly on the Vs and thickness of layers. Since
density and Ve play just a minor role (try to play with different Poisson values in the
direct modelling section), you cannot obtain them from surface-wave analysis.

We need to remember that hard rocks have usually Poisson’s ratios between 0.15 and
0.30, while soft/loose materials (sands, silt and clays) value between 0.35 and 0.4999
(depending on the saturation conditions).

In general, it is recommended to choose a value of 0.2 for rocks and of 0.35 for loose
sediments (0.45 in case of loose saturated sediments).

A note: when dealing with the energy distribution among different modes

Poisson values (i.e. Vp) play major role! (see the FVS approach to surface-
wave analysis)
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Figure 5. Definition of the search space.
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Parameter

Meaning

Recommended value

Number of layers

Number of layers used to rebuild the
vertical profile

8-10

In case you are working with
modal dispersion curves few
layers (about 6) can be
sufficient but in case you are
working  with  the FVS
approach you should use 10-
12 layers.

Search space

Minimum and maximum values for
the thickness and Vs of each layer

We would highly recommend
to fix the search space starting

from a starting model
previously  evaluated and
saved during a forward

modelling session (see also
our video tutorials).

The number of models that will
evolve (using a genetic algorithm).

inversion

_Nur_nt_)er of Generally, the more layers there are, 80
individuals/models the greater the number of
models/individuals that need to be
considered.
Number of generations Numper of ggnerations used for the
genetic algorithms used for the data 80

Table 1. Inversion parameters.

Max allowed Vs anisotropy (in case of joint Rayleigh + Love inversion)

In case of joint inversion of Rayleigh and Love waves, you can apply a certain amount
of Vs anisotropy (Vsu # Vsu) - See for instance Safani et al. (2005).

Remember in fact that Love waves depend on Vsy while Rayliegh waves on Vsy.

Some difference is possible but do not exaggerate (in general consider a maximum

value of 10%).

Expand the search space

By activating this option, the software is allowed to search for solutions (models) outside
the search space (min & max Vs and thickness values) originally defined/set by the user.
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Once launched the inversion, a state bar will show both the elapsed and the remaining time:

4 to stop the process click “cancel” - X

generation: 50 outof 70 - misfit (%): 7.808
]

A Warning

Remember that if you choose to follow the picking-inversion approach,
the results will depend NOT on the data but on YOUR PERSONAL

INTERPRETAION of the data.

The software inverts YOUR picking (i.e. your personal interpretation of
the data) and NOT the data.

If you pick an erroneous/inaccurate/meaningless dispersion curve, you
will necessarily obtain a meaningless Vs profile.

This is why we recommend to jointly model three observables:

Rayleigh and Love waves (possibly according to the FVS approach) +
HVSR curve (see our video tutorials).

It is extremely important to attend one of our workshops (and you can
organize one in your area) and/or studying our papers and books.
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Results are supplied both graphically and as text files (.txt and .html format, see table 2) and are
automatically saved in the folder “output” (or any other file as chosen by the user).

Each time you launch the inversion procedure (“RUN” button), all the files in the output folder are
deleted and replaced with the new ones. Therefore, if you wish to keep the results of some
previous inversion, just rename (manually) that folder.

You'll notice two models: the “best” model (in terms of lower misfit, i.e. the discrepancy between
the observed and the calculated curve) and a medium model calculated by means of MPPD
(Marginal Posterior Probability Density, see ref. “Rayleigh Wave Dispersion Curve Inversion via
Genetic Algorithms and Posterior Probability Density Evaluation” — Dal Moro et al., 2006).
Consider this as your final result (however the two models don’t differ significantly). The final
screenshot (figure 7) displays different information. Top left the observed data, the curve of the
best model and the medium one-often the two curves are one over the other therefore not clear.
Below you can see the graphic “misfit-generation” that provides the evidence of the improvement
of the model according to advancing generations. On the right, the Vs profile according to
velocity.

Quality of the inversion process in case of picked modal curves

Two facts determine the quality of the inversion process:

1. Correctness of the picked curves: if your picking is wrong, the misfit can be fine (i.e.
very small) but the inversion will be necessarily meaningless

2. Proper setting up the inversion parameters (numbers of layers, search space, humber
of models and generations).

Remember you can always use the FVS approach (see manual and video tutorials).

Maximum penetration depth (roughly speaking!)

If we consider the simple dispersion, the maximum penetration depth can be estimated
based on the phase velocity of the lowest frequency in the dispersion curve.

A common rule of thumb is the approximate relationship of A/2.5, which is typically covered
in introductory surface-wave analysis courses.

Example:

If the minimum frequency of your dispersion curve is 6 Hz and the corresponding phase
velocity (for the fundamental mode) is 500 m/s, the maximum wavelength is approximately
83 meters. Therefore, the estimated maximum penetration depth would be about 33 meters.

However, please note that these values are rough estimates, and the uncertainty at this
depth (33 meters) is significant.

In order to investigate the deepest layers, it is advisable to perform a joint inversion of
dispersion data along with the HVSR curve.

www.WinMASW.com — Shaping Seismic Solutions


http://www.winmasw.com/

156

misfit

phase velocity (m/s)

misfit

b)

phase velocity (mis)

=
=1
=1

velocity spectrum & dispersion curve

—®—picking

best model

—— —mean model
¥
— =~

b —

[ B
frequency (Hz)

misfit evolution

[
0F
20F
. J"""\/‘\ ;'\ \
A oAy py g T FR I NN
LYIRY L‘-/"I =M Arn /‘“
s | fittest madel vy oy
- average value ¥
I n L . I L L
10 20 30 40 50 [=in] n

=
S
S

generation

www.winmasw.cam

dispersion curve(s)

w
=1
2

n
=]
S

=
S

—=o— picking
best madel
----- mean model

frequency (Hz)

misfit evolution

A0F
5k

20k
251 ™ ~ b’ - - ”~,
25 P N i N A PPV MY
AV L R T
\ fitestmodel | =4 fy

B L] average value NV

. . n N . .

10 20 30 40 50 60

generation

www.winmasw.cCom

depth (m)

winMASW®

VS profile
T

=——fittest model
=== mean model

congidered models

600 800
VS (mfs)

dataset: demo.sgy
dispersion curve: demo.cdp
V530 (best model): 259 mis
Vs30 (mean model): 264 mis

V, profile

m—— fittest model
== === mean madel
considered models

600 800
V5 (mis)

dispersion curve: demo.cdp
Vs30 (best model): 271 m/s
Vs30 (mean model): 267 m/s

Figure 7. Final screenshot (automatically saved in the output folder). If you enter the
inversion panel from the panel where you upload the field data and compute the
velocity spectrum (and pick the dispersion curves), you'll get a figure similar to the
one on top (case a): in this case together with the dispersion curves you picked, the
field velocity spectrum is also shown (in the background). On the other side, if you
enter the inversion panel from the main panel and upload just the picked dispersion
curves (.cdp files), you'll get a figure like the one below (case b) (there is no velocity
spectrum in the background). The “case a” is definitely to prefer.
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Figure 8. Example of final result: mean and best
models (in green the adopted search space).

In Figure 9 you can see two examples of inversion obtained on a synthetic 6 layers model. Left,
the result of the inversion when using 6 layers, right the result when using 10.
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Figure 9. Example of results for a synthetic model. For the inversion on the left 6 layers were used,
for the one on the right 10 (in pale grey the search space)
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Love waves are generated by a shear-wave source (a standard sledgehammer over a
wooden beam or similar solutions).

Unlike Rayleigh waves, Love waves only respond to Vs, thickness and density of the
strata (and, of course, to the quality factors Qs): Ve values do not appear in the constitute
equations.

It is clear that the joint acquisition and processing of both Rayleigh and Love
waves is of paramount value since it significantly helps in understanding the
velocity spectra and in better containing the inversion process, thus leading to a
more robust Vs profile (Dal Moro and Ferigo, 2011; Dal Moro et al., 2015; Dal Moro,
2019; 2020; 2023).

Why analyzing Love waves: reason#1

There are two reasons why you should include Love waves in your analyses. As already
pointed out in Safani et al. (2005), messy higher modes often are less prominent and
velocity spectra are usually far better defined compared to the ones obtained for
Rayleigh waves.

Note that Love-wave dispersion depends on the horizontal component of the shear-wave
velocities (VsH) while Rayleigh waves on its vertical component (Vsv).

Therefore, if you can accomplish a good joint analysis of both, you'll be able to obtain
some information about the seismic anisotropy related to the stratifications and/or joints
and fractures (see again Safani et al., 2005 and Gaherty, 2004).

Please, carefully read at least Dal Moro and Ferigo (2011), Dal Moro et al. (2015),
Dal Moro (2019; 2020; 2023) and the Elsevier and Springer books.

Why analyzing Love waves: reason#2

Love waves are extremely useful also in case a stiff shallow layer is present since, in that
case, the shear-wave velocities of the deeper layers are immediately evident already at
the very high frequencies and the peculiar mode excitation immediately reveals the
presence of such a shallow inversion.

Please carefully read the following (open access) paper:
Dal Moro, G., 2020. The magnifying effect of a thin shallow stiff layer on Love
waves as revealed by multi-component analysis of surface waves.

Scientific Reports 10, 9071, https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-020-66070-1
(also available the presented dataset)
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Love (upper panel) and Rayleigh-wave (lower) phase velocity spectra for a test site.
Which one is more “understandable”? How can you be sure that your
understanding/picking is correct when the velocity spectra of the Rayleigh waves
are so often very messy? Go for Love waves!

For many more examples see our Elsevier and Springer books and our papers
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From Safani et al. 2005: “Applications of Love Wave Dispersion for Improved Shear-
wave Velocity Imaging” - https://doi.org/10.2113/JEEG10.2.135
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Producing Love waves in a classical way. It is sometimes useful
to tilt a bit the trigger geophone in order to better "feel" the shot.
In the photo below an alternative way to obtain the same thing:
the plate is simply put in a small (shallow) hole.

The model (file model.mod) in case of Love-wave analysis

In the case you analyze the dispersion of Love waves no information about
compression waves (Vp) can be obtained (their dispersion depends just on Vs,

thickness and density).
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In the Academy version, winMASW® also generates synthetic seismograms computed via modal

summation.

Quite clearly to properly use these tools it is necessary to be familiar with several aspects related
to seismics (also including signal processing) (this is why the tools are available only for the
Academy version).

¢ Minimum and maximum frequencies considered while generating synthetics are the same of
the currently-considered velocity spectrum (“phase velocity” button in the “MASW: compute

Modelling: main points

velocity spectrum” group)

e The adopted number of modes is the same as the number indicated in the “general setting”

sub-group (see “modelling” group —by default 3 modes are considered).

e Source: while analyzing Rayleigh Waves we consider a Vertical Force (VF) (user can choose
whether to consider the vertical component ZVF or the radial one, RVF — see Herrmann’s
terminology). While analyzing Love wave we are dealing with a shear source (perpendicular to
the array —THF, Transversal Horizontal Force).

The computed synthetic dataset is automatically saved ion the working folder as SEGY file (the
name also reports the fact whether the file refers to Rayleigh or Love waves - synthRayleigh.sgy

and/or synthLove.sgy).

While considering the visco-elastic case (thus the “elastic” check box is inactive) for the modelling
we will assume Qs=Vs/5 (and Qp=2Qs) as simple rule of thumb. For further information see also

next chapter on velocity spectra inversion.

Velocity model

10

depth (m)

16

18

20

| L

0 500

1000 1500 2000
velocity (m/s)

www.WinMASW.com - Shaping Seismic Solutions

depth (m)

14

16

18

20

Q model

wWinMASW®

_QS
Qp H

|

L

|

|

|

100

150
Q

200

250

300



http://www.winmasw.com/

winMASW®

Otherwise, it is assumed that Qs=Qp=10000 (see following plots):
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Example: Rayleigh + Love

phase velocity {m/s)

0.5

time (s)

phase velocity (m/fs)

Wsu (mis): 158 94 150 155 190 900; Vs30: 220
thickness imk 1. 20 4.2 62 58
Poisson: 0.39 0.49 0.49 0.47 0.40 0.30

5 10 15 20 25 an
fregquency (Hz)

Rayleigh: on the left the field data, on the right the synthetics.

Uploaded Dataset (Love analyses)
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-- Love Dispersion --
Wsh (m/s): 158 94 155 170 199 900; Vs30: 228
thickness (mk 1.4 20 42 52 56
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Synthetic Dataset: Velocity Spectrum
“Rajleigh Disp&rsion-

Usu (m/s): 158 94 150 155 190 900; Ws30: 220
thickness imi: 1.4 20 4.2 52 5.5
Poisson: 0.39 0.49 0.49 0.47 0.40 0.30

Vp (ms): 37T 671 1071 644 465 1668

5 10 5 ® ;W ®
frequency (Hz)

Synthetic Dataset (Love analyses)

Synthetic Dataset: Velocity Spectrum

VUsh (mis): 158 94 155 170 199 900; Vs30: 228
thickness (mp 1.4 20 42 52 56

frequency (Hz)

Love: on the left the field data, on the right the synthetics.
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Poisson and energy distribution

Vp are surely not very important in determining the dispersion curves but have a profound effect
on the energy distribution among different modes. That means that modifying the Poisson values
(i.e. Vp) you will modify the energy distribution among different modes. Down here an example:
on the left a real dataset; on the left and in the central panels two synthetic models with the same
Vs—thicknesses but different Vp values. Notice the different energy distribution (quite often higher
Poisson values determine more energetic higher modes).

S L T o T LU | T L)
] ﬁ HNW?E‘L??? =L -
3 Ea [ ossss [ E L LG YIRS
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15 20
frequency (Hz)

If while computing synthetic seismograms the "just overlap" option is selected, what you get is a
plot where the contour lines of velocity spectrum of the synthetic seismograms is overlapped with
the velocity spectrum of the field dataset (background colors).

Down here an example from the "joint phase and group velocity analysis" panel: please notice
how the blue contour lines of the synthetic model reproduce quite well the actual field data
(colored velocity spectra in the background - this clearly means that our tentative model is good).

phase velocity — modelling zl

eneral settings —

g e ss
£ 025 P =,
)
03
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frequency (Hz)

As a matter of facts, this approach is similar (and for some reasons even better) than the
"effective dispersion curve" approach (e.g. Tokimatsu et al., 1992).
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ZVF, RVF, ZEX, REX or THF?

In the terminology adopted by Prof. Herrmann, VF stands for “Vertical Force”, HF for
“Horizontal Force”, while EX for “Explosive”. These letters clearly refer to the kind of source.
About the receivers, these can be vertical (“Z”) horizontal radial (“R”) or horizontal transversal
(“T”). As a consequence, synthetic seismograms can relate to different acquisitions:

ZVF: Vertical Force (e.g. vertical sledgehammer) and vertical geophones (for Rayleigh waves)
RVF: Vertical Force (e.g. vertical sledgehammer) and radial geophones (for Rayleigh waves)
ZEX: Explosive source and vertical geophones (for Rayleigh waves)

REX: Explosive source and horizontal (radial) geophones (for Rayleigh waves)

THF: Horizontal Force (shear-wave source) and horizontal (transverse) geophones (for Love
waves)

See also our “guidelines” for a good data acquisition in the “Documents” folder (within the
winMASW installation folder).

Down here the same models reported in the “Poisson and the Energy Distribution” box
(different Poisson values) but, in this case, for the radial component. Please notice the different
energy content for the different modes. As this dataset was acquired using vertical geophones
the correct comparison must be done with the synthetic datasets reported in the previous box
related to the ZVF component — see the very good agreement between the field dataset (on
the left on the “Poisson and Energy distribution” box) and the central model characterized by
high Poisson values).
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FVS analyses: record length and number of samples of the synthetic
seismographs

When carrying out FVS analyses (both as forward modelling as well as in the automatic
inversion), it is important to minimize the length of the recording and clean the data with
the data selection and cutting tools. Considering just the portion of the data in which there
is the signal we are interested in allows for improved quality of the created synthetic
seismograms (and thus the velocity spectra computed from them for the FVS analysis).
The "cut" button is used to reduce the recording time (which, during acquisition, may
have been set too long).

Let us see an illustrative example

Here below a dataset recorded with an obviously-unnecessarily large record time (2 s)
and sampling rate (0.125 ms) (note how the software warns you about the unnecessarily
high sampling both with an audio message and with the red color of the button to use in
order to halve the sampling — lower left “accept” button).

active data: compute velocky spectrum itps
phasevelocity | ., e ,. it | ™ 50 | wmhoty o
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Below the FVS forward modelling considering 512 samples (default value of the popup
window in the “FVS group” at the bottom right). You can see a small “problem” around 32 Hz.
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There are now two possibilities (one 'illogical’, the other sensible).

wWinMASW®

The first (illogical): we increase the number of samples of the synthetic seismograms to
1024. In this case we obtain (with an increased computational load) the following
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Now the small problem previously highlighted has disappeared (but at the cost of an
increased computational load).

Second option (the sensible one): we reduce the time of the data to 0.33 seconds [cut
button] and take the opportunity to clean up the data with the “data selection” tools. We

obtain the following.
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We now re-fix to 512 the number of samples used for the computation of the synthetic
traces and re-compute the phase velocity spectrum of the model (FVS button in the
bottom right). We obtain the following:

active data: compute velocity spectrum ke
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It is clear that the correct (logical) way of doing things is the latter.

10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55

frequency (Hz)

modelling

.....................................

These same considerations also apply in the case of automatic FVS inversion (i.e. in
case you want to upload a saved velocity spectrum in the “single-observable inversion”
panel and go for an automatic inversion): the data must be previously reduced to the
minimum necessary length (in this case about 0.33 s) and after such a elementary
operation you can then compute the velocity spectrum/a to be saved and (automatically)
inverted.

When does it make sense to increase (during the forward modelling or the automatic
inversion) the number of samples? When we are dealing with very large offsets and/or
very low velocities and/or very high frequencies (remember that for common geological
applications frequencies above about 50 Hz rarely make sense). In those cases, the
recording time may be very high and the number of samples required higher than the
default 512 value.

These considerations apply both in the case of phase and group velocities.

Therefore, in the case we need to deal with very long time series and/or extremely high
frequencies (i.e. sampling) motivated by real needs (we recommend to carefully consider
the meaning and practical consequences of the Shannon-Nyquist theorem), it is
advisable to increase the number of points/samples used to compute the synthetic
seismograms (possible values are 512, 1024, 2048 and 4096). Clearly, the greater the
number of samples used, the heavier the computational time (which is why it is good to
understand what is really needed).
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This method is meant to invert velocity spectra and not (as in the standard approach) the (picked)
dispersion curves (see e.g. O’Neill et al., 2003; Dal Moro et al., 2015).

That means that no picking must be performer by the user. To invert a velocity spectrum, it is
necessary to input (“input file” button) a previously saved velocity spectrum.

winMASW® - Dispersion-Curve or Velocity-Spectrum (FVS) Inversion

O %SEeDq ~
S ’ ’ PS1-60FVS
dispersion curve or velocity spectrum analysis
input file Rayleigh '
2000
phase vel
w
=
I 1500
[“1FVS inversion: half the number of traces [during the first step) -
— 8
inline positions (m): © 1000
>
number of layers & constrains
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number of layers ['small S5 reference madel
10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55
[l expand search space ? f
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inversion (genetic) menu
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5
FVS & effective dispersion curve inversion
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20
outputting
? output folder 25
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LTI
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400 600 800 1000 1200 1400 1600

V /s
www.winmasw.com s (M)

After that, similarly to the standard approach (the inversion of picked dispersion curves) user must
set a geologically meaningful search space.

Some relevant points (see also the "synthetic seismograms" Chapter):

1. The method is based on the generation of synthetic seismograms via Modal Summation (see
"Synthetic seismograms" Chapter).

2. Computational times are necessarily quite heavy. It is then suggested a high-performance PC
(minimum a CPU with 16 physical cores). It is also highly recommended to start (option#2)
from a model previously-identified (and saved) via forward modelling
Reduce “individuals/models” and “generations” (“number of layers & constrains” group) to 40
and 40, respectively.

3. It is essentials to consider (i.e. save and upload) a velocity spectrum which contains only
information/signals related to surface waves. As a consequence:

- before computing (and saving) the velocity spectrum, clean carefully your data (e.g. by
removing refraction events) and, by removing useless data and re-sampling the traces, try
to obtain a dataset with 512 samples

- fix velocity and frequency limits within which signals are related to surface waves (thus
avoid too high — or too low - frequencies and velocities).

A correct determination of the velocity spectrum is clearly vital for a meaningful inversion.
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An example

Raw data

absolutely sufficient);

24 traces; dt=0.125ms (incidentally too much - 1 msec is

acquisition length: 2.024 seconds;
number of samples 16384

reduce dt to 1 ms and keep the data only down to about 1.2 s

DB Vel & v R 2 T & [ O e

E 40
amastimy

Data optimized for the FVS inversion:
cut the data ("DONE" and "CUT" buttons) and re-sample ("RE-SAMPLE" button)
[dt=2ms, acquisition time kept: 1.14 seconds; number of samples 571]

— #1: data uploading &

B = Vsa<lft WMHN;{'\.‘E‘L T & |2 A e &S| = 8

sampling: 2ms [571]
minimurn offset; 3 m
geophone spacing: 3 m

dataset MASWE classical Ray. sgy

normalized traces
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— #2:velocity spectrum, modelling & picking (MASW, ESAC & ReMi analyses)

WASVY: compute velocity spectrum

r Dhase velocty | [] &

(group veiociy]

handing the spectra —

‘

600

0 5
frequency (Hz)

explore spectrum

mode separation

Furthermore, let's remove the first 2 traces (scissor button in the toolbar). This way we avoid
"near-source effects" also reducing the computational load:

— #1: data uploading &

E. & VS<Lft WMHN,Q-.Q‘L T @& |G B oS = A

sampling: 2ms [571]
minimurn offset 9 m
nenphone spacing: 3m

dataset MASW-classicalRay.s gy

normalized traces
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— #2: velocity spectrum, modelling & picking (MASW, ESAC & ReMi analyses)

WASW: compute velocity spectrum

r phase veloeity | 7] -k

[group velocity |

handing the spectra

600

20 25
frequency (Hz)

mede separation

4. Even if it is not necessary to pick any dispersion curves, it is anyway necessary to perfectly

understand the procedures and all the relevant points (e.g. be careful when higher modes are

heavily dominating the dataset).
5.

6. Poisson moduli are essential in determining the energy distribution among different modes
(see the box “Poisson and the Energy Distribution”). We therefore recommend to fix their values
(while setting the search space) according to realistic consideration (consider the presence of

water etc.).
7.

8. As we are dealing with attenuation as well, it must fixed a K factor (Qs=Vs/k) (see also next

box). If you are not an expert please avoid this approach (or ask for our help).

www.WinMASW.com - Shaping Seismic Solutions


http://www.winmasw.com/

winMASW®

Example of (small') "disagreement” between the velocity spectrum got from a synthetic
dataset computed considered also the attenuation and the modal dispersion curves

computed to the simple elastic case.

Traces (ZVF)

.
0.2F =
— 04t
2
P
£ o5
0.8

L
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5 10 15 20
offset (m)
Q model
E i
= 4
5
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20 40 60 80 100 120 140
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phase velocity (m/s)

depth (m)

Velocity Spectrum

25
frequency (Hz)

Velocity model

o B N o
L —

1

L ! ! !
500 600 700 800

velocity (m/s)

L L
200 300 400 900

Please notice how — especially in the 12-22 Hz frequency range — the dispersion curve
computed considered the elastic case is slightly “slower” than the spectrum computed
considering synthetic seismic traces calculated considering attenuation as well.

Also notice that the signal between 8 and 10Hz is related to the first higher mode.

Outputting

output folder

www.winmasw.com

@

Dispersion curve or velocity spectrum - Analysis —
number of traces: 24 : =
e Rayleigh

minimum offset: S m Prase vel B
geophone spacing: 2 m o

~ Depth of the bedrock
) shallow  © deeper @
Number of layers & constrains.
option#1 option#2
= number ]
2 of layers || | fromreference model |
[] force search space 2
Inversion (genetic) menu
10| individuals/models (min 6 - max 7000) (2]
34 | generations (min 10 - max 400) @
W] Vp & density optimization

e )

~

phase velocity (m/s)

depth (m)

400

N
=1
=3

Dispersion curves or Velocity Spectrum (& search space)—

velocity spectrum (fullMONFAspectr)

15
frequency (Hz)

preliminary vertical Vg profile and search space

Vg (m/s)

Inversion is finally launch by clicking the “RUN” button (as usual user can set the output folder).
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Results
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At the end of the inversion procedure the following plots will be shown:

Best (identified) model (velocities and guality factors Q)

Velocity model Q model
0 ] T T
VS QS
2r Ve H 2r 9 f
4 4
B 4 6+ <
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@ o
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12 12
L 4 4L 4
16F : 8 16
18l j _ 48 b _
i i i i i i i
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velocity (m/s) Q
Seismic traces and velocity spectrum:
observed data (on the left), best identified model (on the right)
Uploaded Dataset (Rayleigh analyses) Synthetic Dataset (Rayleigh analyses)
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offset {m) offset {m)
Uploaded Dataset: Velocity Spectrum Synthetic Dataset: Velocity Spectrum
A 500 s
- eigh Dispersion- -| eigh Dispersion-
Wsv (mis): 151 146 129 323 966; Vs30: 21 450 HVsu (mis): 151 146 129 323 968; Vs30: 241
thickness (m): 2.9 3.2 6.9 6.0 thickness (m): 2.9 3.2 69 6.0
Poisson: 0.40 049 0.45 0.42 0.25 —. 400 [{Poisson: 0.40 0.49 0.45 0.42 0.25

phase velocity (mis)
f— _ [ ) %) [) =
o] [45) = [55) = [h5) =
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Vp (mis): 369 985 414 366 1683
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Vp (m/s): 369 985 414 866 1683

5 10 18 20 28
frequency (Hz)
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Summary plots:

upper left panel the observed velocity spectrum

lower left panel the misfit evolution

on the right the final retrieved models over the search space

dispersion curve(s)

Vs profile

500 g-Rayleigh Dispersion- o
- Wsu (mi/s): 151 146 129 323 966: Vs30: 241
hl fthickness im): 29 3.2 69 6.0
= 400 [poisson: 0.42 0.48 0.45 0.4 0.25
= o -
2 300
o
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% 200
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dispersion curve: fullMONFAspectr.mat
www.winmasw.com V530 (best model): 241 mis
¥S30 (mean model): 250 m/s

A number of case studies solved via FVS are available from our web
site as well as in several papers and in the "Surface Wave Analysis
for Near Surface Applications” book (Elsevier)
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SURFACE WAVE ANALYSIS
FOR NEAR SURFACE
APPLICATIONS
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www.WinMASW.com — Shaping Seismic Solutions


http://www.winmasw.com/
http://store.elsevier.com/product.jsp?isbn=9780128007709

178

Full Velocity Spectrum (FVS) analysis: two examples

Background colors report the velocity spectra of the field data while black contour lines
(overlaying over them) are the velocity spectra of the synthetic data (the identified model).

Please notice the very good match between experimental and synthetic data.

1.mput Raylegh d...

| dataset zvFspOFFa mat
sampling: 2ms [S00Hz) - 451 samples

parelomodels mod Rayleigh component  modelling

general settings

wWinMASW®

0 Ref
0.1 minimum offset; 4 m
‘geophone spacing: 3 m 1HV (body wav.
02~ [IHV (surface
fip data | |cut spectrogram [JRefract 02
0.3+ @
select data. [ Vav Anis. thi
o < 500 () O (%) Pesson )
gos g ,
£ select | 60 K 69 |B63 | 0 049 014
£os 5 400
cancel | save a 93 ||[M || 0 0413 051
2
06F 1 mode separation a 137 |11 |[ 0 | o3ed rer
save spectium
07 e 18¢ [118] 0 o048 (107
08 input curve 195 | 816 0 028 |07
pickng 248 8 0 0336 217
09 " . . ) autopi.] [selec. v
[} 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 = 25 40 |37 | 12] 0 o3 (17
offset (m) sove | | cancel frequency (Hz)
265 8 0 | 0231 602
paretomodets, mod Love component | 242 545 0 | 0455 417
800
datasel: THFspOFF4 mat 3%2 ||BE | 0 | 0345/ 130¢
sampling: 2ms (S00HZ] - 451 samples = -
minimum offset: 4 m 1245 %04 0 [0112
geophone spacing: 3m Rayleigh modes: | 5
fipdata cut spectrogram Love 4
sckect data g phase velocty v
activate =
g
Suect] Ly 2 sefresh calcuiate [ effect...
cancel z
3
made separation £
086 I savemodel  upload model
save spectrum
07 upoad spectrum ]
IVF ver gsopn. v
nput curve
%9 pcing Dshow
08 seoctmode v ¥ st overlap (F
o 10 20 3 P A'u() , 50 60 70 2 2 40 Dl showmo
offset (m
save concel frequency (Hz) e
‘some tools Fepartod
time length to visualize | done | | cut decimate | fiter s ysoiysvys| ERUpASchy SpeT www.winmasw.com
report SS inversion
observed velocity spectrum V; profile
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www.winmasw.com

dataset: ZVF1004spectrumHALF.mat
velocity spectrum: ZVF geofluid.mat
Vs30 (hest model): 237 mis

V530 (mean model): 236 mfs
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Further example of FVS analysis (in this case the THF component - Love waves)

#1: data uplosding & processin 9
dataset: THF-PHASE spocirum cx3ano75 mt
samping: me (1000Hz] - 1201 samples.
minimum offset: 7.5m
geoshane spacing: 3 m

normalized traces.
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observed & synthetic velocity spectra

correlation
°
o

20 =
frequency (Hz) 25

As also theory indicates, here an example where a shallow "stiff layer" (in other words a deeper low Vs

layer) "excites" Love-wave higher modes.

In_general terms: if Love waves show clear evidences of higher modes, it could mean that there is
some significant low-Vs layer (Rayleigh waves are by far more complex and can produce large higher

velocity spectrum: THF-PHASE spectrum-dx3-mo75.mat
Vs30 (best model): 144 m/s
Vs30 (mean model): 146 m/s

[ layer Vs (m/s) :thickness (m)/

(I observed |
@syrin 1 189 0.2985
2 176 0.3117
3 106 1.2496
4 196 1.5365
5 80  3.0414
i 6 116 8.6914
7i 166 6.1315
8 235 1.7396
9 2563  39.5429
10 908 433.6953
1 1591 0

velocity (m/s)

modes even if no low-velocity later is present - see papers in the Reference list).
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Before trying to give your interpretation of the velocity spectra, you should get familiar
with the general concepts regarding seismic data acquisition and analysis. Carefully
check your seismic data and remember the well-known GIGO acronym: Garbage In,
Garbage Out. If your theoretical background is not sufficient, your data and analyses risk
to be meaningless.

The inversion procedures implemented in winMASW® are based on a series of optimized
genetic algorithms. This kind of approach allows to obtain better results compared to the
traditional inversion approach based on the Jacobian Matrix.

While inverting your data (or data interpretations) you can start from a saved model
(.mod) you have identified while trying to model the data.

If you use this approach (option#2 in the inversion panel), such a model is the starting
point for the optimization procedure aimed at finding the model that better fit the picked
curve(s).

Recommendation#1: number of models and number of generations

In general, these 2 parameters should be proportional to the number of considered layers
and the amplitude of the search space.

In case of single-component inversion using 8 layers, 80 & 80 can be reasonable values

Recommendation#2: search space

The search space has to be fixed on the basis of known geological information. If little or no
information are available, a wider search space is needed, together with a high number of
models/individuals and generations.

If you activate the option “expand search space”, the software will seek for solutions also
outside the search space initially fixed.

Recommendation#3: get familiar with these techniques

Upload a field dataset and compute its phase (or group) velocity spectrum. Try to reproduce
the observed data/velocities by adjusting the Vs and thickness values in the direct modelling
section. Modify one parameter at a time and observe how curves (of FVS) change.

What happens if you increase the depth of a certain layer? What happens when inserting a
low-velocity layer? What happens when you modify the Poisson values?

Exercises like these (direct/forward modeling) are invaluable for becoming familiar with
these techniques.

Recommendation#4: number of layers

We suggest to use at least 7-8 layers. It is not recommended to use less than 5, even when
you suppose that we are dealing with a very simple stratigraphy.
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In case we recorded both Rayleigh and Love waves (this is often extremely important —
see for instance Dal Moro & Mazanec, 2024), you can proceed with their joint analysis.
Remember you can easily record Rayleigh and Love waves using a single set of
horizontal geophones (see Appendix about data acquisition).

You can decide to pick the dispersion curves or go for the FVS (joint) inversion.

At the end of the inversion process, the distribution of the models in the bi-objective
space should somehow converge towards the point [0, O] (see upper graph in the figure
of the next page).

If this does not happen (lower graph in the figure in the next page), this usually means
that the procedure was not properly set up.

The reasons can be various: if you picked the dispersion curves, it is for instance possible
that one of the curves (or both) were erroneously picked (misinterpreted) or the number
of layers and the search space was inappropriate etc.

While jointly inverting Rayleigh and Love waves you can also introduce some Vs
anisotropy (Vsv # VsH) defined as it follows (percentage values):

— (VSH —Vov ) .100

SH

n

We could consider the anisotropy also as a sort of “tolerance” capable of handling
complex dispersion curves (complex sites). This means that inaccurate (but
fundamentally correct) dispersion curves can be managed through some anisotropy, i.e.
considering some difference between Vsv (Rayleigh waves) and Vsu (Love waves).

Needless to say that the correct assessment of the anisotropy requires specific
expertise.
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MODEL DISTRIBUTION IN THE BI-OBJECTIVE SPACE AND PARETO FRONT SYMMETRY

120 - . R :

100+ o s B 1

obj#2

obj#1

Model distribution in case of consistency between the two objective functions: the Pareto
front is pointy and there is a good symmetry.
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Model distribution in case of some inconsistency between the two objective functions: the
Pareto front if quite large and asymmetric.
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While performing a joint inversion (e.g. Rayleigh + Love or HVSR), one of the final plots
presents the evaluated models in the bi-objective space also reporting the value of the
symmetry of the Pareto front (Sl - 1 means perfect symmetry, O completely asymmetric).

A simple glance at the general model distribution is more than sufficient and you should
not stick too much to the value of the Sl. Is the cloud of models pointy towards the [0, 0]
point and sufficiently symmetric? Is there a good match between the field data and the
dispersionof the final (retrieved) model?

For more information about Pareto symmetry:

Dal Moro G. and Ferigo F., 2011, Joint Inversion of Rayleigh and Love Wave Dispersion
Curves for Near-Surface Studies: Criteria and Improvements, J. Appl. Geophysics, 75,
573-589

Dal Moro G., 2011. Some Aspect about Surface Wave and HVSR Analyses: a Short
Overview and a Case Study, BGTA (Bollettino di Geofisica Teorica e Applicata), invited
paper, 52, 241-259

Dal Moro G., 2010. Insights on Surface Wave Dispersion and HVSR: Joint Analysis via
Pareto Optimality, J. Appl. Geophysics, 72, 29-140

Dal Moro G., 2008, Vs and Vp Vertical Profiling via Joint Inversion of Rayleigh Waves and
Refraction Travel Times by means of Bi-Objective Evolutionary Algorithm, J. Appl.
Geophysics, 66, 15-24

Dal Moro G. and Pipan M., 2007, Joint Inversion of Surface Wave Dispersion Curves and
Reflection Travel Times via Multi-Objective Evolutionary Algorithms, J. Appl.
Geophysics, 61, 56-81
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The first thing to consider is that attenuation analysis is likely one of the most challenging
tasks you'll encounter when working with seismic data (it requires a strong theoretical
background and typically provides only rough estimates of the Q factors).

Although it should be known from any introductory course on seismology, it may be
useful to remind that the amplitude of seismic waves decreases for two main reasons:

1. While propagating from the source, the energy distributes on a wider and wider
area/volume (this reduces energy density, therefore amplitude)

2. Energy is absorbed/converted depending on the characteristics of the soils/materials
passed through

The first phenomenon is then about a geometric fact, while with the second is about the
intrinsic attenuation that depends on the quality factors Q summarizing the viscoelastic
properties of the medium (high Q values = small attenuation).

The standard method to analyze seismic attenuation is divided into three steps:

a. determination of the main site parameters (elastic values and geometry - Vs, Vp,
density and thickness)

b. determination of the attenuation curve (attenuation coefficients as a function of
frequency)

c. inversion or forward modelling of the obtained attenuation curve (after having fixed
(see point a) the elastic part, i.e. the soil model Vs, Vp, density and thickness.

This is the reason why the attenuation panel is divided into three “modules” (i.e. steps):

inMASW - Analysis of Raybich -Wave Aenustion
FIE N 294
STEP#1: upload data & visualize velocity spectrum STEP#2: calculate attenuation curve STEP#3: attenuation curve modellinglinversion

modelling &
0 not

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

|

&

Therefore, from a practical point of view, first of all we need to perform the dispersion
analysis and obtain a reliable Vs profile and then start the attenuation analysis (since, in
order to analyze the attenuation curve, we need to know the Vs and Vp profiles).

Remember that Rayleigh-wave analysis does not provide reliable Ve values.
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Some general facts

- in order to analyze the attenuation, data must be recorded keeping the same gain value
for all the channels and using geophones with the same response curve

- during the modelling or inversion of the attenuation curve, the only variables are the Q
values of the layers.

- it is important to highlight that the attenuation curves, in order to be analyzed, should
refer to the fundamental mode (of Rayleigh waves)

- if your data show different modes, you should avoid its attenuation analysis (see the
“verbose button” box)

-how to read the attenuation curves: the rule is fundamentally the same as for the
dispersion curves: high frequencies refer to the near surface layers, while low
frequencies to the deep layers.

GEOMETRIC CORRECTIONS

When this option is selected, geometric correction is applied to recover the amplitude lost due
to geometric spreading. This option should be applied when analysing standard field data.

SPECTRAL RATIO (SR) AND MATCHING

The software considers two attenuation curves: one is achieved through the “Spectral Ratio”
(SR) method (the average value is shown considering different couples of traces), while a
further curve is obtained through the “Matching” method (amplitude versus offset-see window
with 6 plots generated by the option “verbose” - see Tonn, 1991) (the obtained curves are
usually quite similar).

In case you proceed with the inversion of the attenuation curve, consider as reference the
curve obtained from the “Matching method”.
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— primo passo: input dei dati

Data suitability for attenuation analysis

input file

MASYWOO1. DAT

0
0z
0.4
0.6
0.8

1 .

5 10 15

20 25 30
offset (m)

ructa le tracce

wwwsliosoft.it
winVIASW

— pri

=15

salva schermata

L

about winhd A

— passo: determil

dello spettro di velocita

calcolo spettro divelocitd

spettro di velocita

1000

900

500

700

600

500

velocita (m/isec)

400

300

200

100

picking modellazione diretta

modo fondamertale

JJ(% =

selezionare 'ultimo punto del modo

utiizzando il tasto destra
? inversiong |

fing |

In this case only one mode dominates (the fundamental one)

imo passo: input dei dati

s Spessore
[misec) ()
17 strato 150 na
2° strato 270 12
3° strato 390 55
SEmispazio E00

numera di modi da visualizzare

ritri 2 moddi j

annulla

calcola |

ruota le tracce

winMASW

Since in this case for frequencies higher than 28 Hz there is clear evidence of the first

wewwesliosoft.it salva schermmata

Ll

about winhdA S

— passo: determil

dello spettro di velocita

calcolo spettro divelocitd

spettro di velocita
2000

1800
1600

velocita di fase (m/sec)
2 m m D M B
= = = [} = =
(] _ (] [} (] (]

]
=
[}

picking

modellazione diretta

patarnetri ﬂ
refresh
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higher mode, we can analyze the attenuation only up to 28 Hz
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“Test amplitude” button

The “test amplitude” button opens a window with the seismic traces and the plots of the
logarithm of the amplitude as a function of the offset for the two frequencies in the fields
“Min & max frequencies” of the panel “STEP#2: calculate attenuation curve”.

Depending on the “geometric correction” being active (on) or inactive (off), two different
windows will show up.

Geometric corrections on

Starting from the corner top left and following clockwise, you can read: seismic traces in
their original recording amplitude, seismic traces after geometric correction, plots of the
amplitude (logarithm) as a function of the offset (in this case the values refer to the data
after geometric corrections are applied).

winMASW 4.0 Pro: Testing Data for Rayleigh-Wave Attenuation Analysis (se2 winMASW manual)
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Geometrically-corrected Data

Example of data recorded keeping the same gain for all the channels (amplitude decreases with the offset), therefore
theoretically suitable to analyze the attenuation. Note however some amplitude “jumps” (compare for instance amplitude
at 26 and 30 meters from the source) that can be due to several problems/facts (i.e. a bad geophone-soil coupling or

geophones with slightly different response curves.

winMASW 4.0 Pro: Testing Data for Rayleigh-Wave Attenuation Analysis (see winMASW manual) oo |
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Example of data recorded using different gains for each channel (trace) and therefore not suitable for the attenuation
analysis (amplitude doesn’t decrease with the offset, because the distant channels have higher gain than the near ones).
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In the case the geometric correction is off (“no geometric corrections”) a window with three

Geometric corrections off

graphics will show up: the amplitude-offset clearly refer to the original/raw data.

winMASW 4.0 Pro: Testing Data for Rayleigh-Wave Attenuation Analysis (see winMASW manual)
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Example of data properly recorded: the amplitude decreases with the offset.
[ B winMASW 4.0 Pro: Testing Data for Rayleigh-Wave Attenuation Analysis (see winMASW manual) ==
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Example of data recorded with different gains for each channel (trace) and therefore

attenuation (amplitude does not decrease with the offset).

not suitable to analyze the seismic
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The verbose button

When computing the attenuation curves (“calculate curve” button) if you click on “verbose” you'll
get several ancillary figures. Let’'s see the main ones.

A window simply presents the traces with highlighted the first and the last considered traces for
the analysis of the attenuation.

The reason why you can choose the first trace to consider (“Reference trace” and “Maximum
considered trace” options) is that we need to avoid near-source effects related for instance to the
presence of body waves.

In order to analyze attenuation of surface waves we would need to deal with large offsets where

body waves are extremely small and other facts related to “geometric effects” are strongly
reduced. Try to avoid using traces with offsets smaller than 10 meters or so.

Dataset (actual amplitude) Selected Traces

eferance trace

10 20 30 40 50 60
offzet (m)

10 20 30 40 50
offget (m)

Amplitude Spectra (all traces)

“elocity Spectrum (considered portion)
150 1400

1200

1000

]
=

a0o

Frequency (Hz)
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FPhase Yelocity (mis)

m
=

400

200

0 15 20 & 3 3B 4 45 E
Fregquency (Hz)

A further figure reports the amplitude as a function of the offset for several frequencies These
plots help understand the frequency range where data quality is sufficient to analyze attenuation;
in case at some frequencies we have for instance more modes, we should avoid them.

The following figure refers to the test-attenuation-50Hz.sgy dataset and show general coherent
trends (amplitude decreases with the offset) but the user should notice that for frequencies lower
than about 18 Hz the dominant mode is the first higher one (not the fundamental one). We know
that thanks to the dispersion analysis accomplished to obtain the subsurface model.

This means that the frequency range to consider for good attenuation analysis is only 18-50 Hz
(there is no signal for frequencies higher than 50 Hz).
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Finally, in case of messy datasets like the one reported in the next figure, it is not possible to
analyze the attenuation.
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To recap:

Once uploaded the field data (see the button on the toolbar), we need to visualize/compute the
phase velocity spectrum (“calculate/update/clean” button) (STEP#1) and then compute the
attenuation curve (STEP#2).

In order to proceed with the STEP#3 (modelling or automatic inversion), we need to upload the
subsurface model previously obtained from the dispersion analysis (.mod file). To do that, just
click “Input Vs model” in the STEP#3 panel and upload the previously-saved .mod file.

Now you can model the attenuation, and once you’ve experimented and obtained a reasonable
model, refine the Q model using the automatic inversion.

a) Forward modelling

If we choose to forward model the observed attenuation curve (we strongly recommend it) just
click on “Q model” button in the STEP#3 panel and play with the Q values (high Q values mean
small attenuation, low Q values mean large attenuation).

As soon as we identify a good model (good match with the observed attenuation curve), just click
on “report” so to obtain a summary screenshot of the model (see box). Such a figure is
automatically saved in the working folder, but can be saved wherever you want and according to
any format (File — Save As...).
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As soon as we identify a good model (good match with the observed attenuation curve), just click
on “report” so to obtain a summary screenshot of the model (see box). Such a figure is
automatically saved in the working folder, but can be saved wherever you want and according to
any format (File —» Save As...).
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SUMMARY PLOT IN CASE OF FORWARD MODELLING

If you are satisfied with your modelling (your attenuation curve matches with the one of your
data) you can click the “report” button and obtain a figure similar to this one.
The number of dispersion curves (modes) to visualize over the velocity spectrum (bottom
left) is fixed by the parameter “Modes to visualize” in the panel “Inverting Q”
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In case, you can improve the model you identified, with some automatic inversion (starting from
the Q values you identified through your modelling).
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b) Inversion

The parameters “Number of models” and “Number of generations” have the same meaning as for
the dispersion analysis/inversion.

As usual, before launching the inversion, you need to fix an appropriate search space (fix it after
having worked a bit with the forward modelling and bearing in mind the standard Q values for
different materials - minimum 3 for highly dissipative soils and up to 100 for massive rocks)

If the attenuation curve from the field data closely matches the one obtained from the automatic
inversion (a 10% error is generally acceptable), you can consider the result satisfactory. If the
misfit is too large, the model is likely inadequate, and the issue could stem from several factors
(e.g., an incorrect Vs model or a dataset dominated by higher modes).

FINAL SNAPSHOT OF THE ATTENUATION CURVE INVERSION

(automatically saved as .png file in the subfolder ../winMASW/outputattn/ , but can be
automatically saved wherever and in any graphic format)
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The number of dispersion curves (modes) visualized over the velocity spectrum (bottom
right) is fixed by the user-defined parameter “Modes to visualize” (see the “STEP#3:
attenuation curve modelling/inversion” section).
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Qs=Qr or Qpr=2Qs?

Qs is the shear waves quality factor (S waves), Qp refers to compressional waves (P waves).

During the modelling or inversion procedure you’re invited to choose whether to adopt a model
for which is valid either Qs=Qr or Qp=2Qs.

This matter might be considered purely academic and could lead to endless discussions with
no definitive solution.

However, keep in mind that, except in very rare cases, the dominant factor in Rayleigh wave
attenuation is Qs, while Qp plays a minor role. You'll see this if you experiment with direct
modelling, testing both options alternately.

This also means that surface wave analysis primarily provides Qs values, whereas Qe can only
be roughly estimated.

Typical values for the quality factors Q

In low-quality soils, Qs values range from 3 to 20, while unconsolidated soils with higher
cohesion can reach values of 40-60. Massive rock materials, such as granite and peridotite,
can have Qs values of about 100-200, whereas sedimentary rocks typically have Qs values
around 10-50. Generally, the error in the Q values obtained from attenuation analysis is
proportional to the Q values themselves: higher Q values tend to be less accurate compared to
lower Q values (see, for example, White, 1992)

Incidentally, the relationship between the damping factor D the quality factor Q is given by
the following equation:
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Analysis: HVSR computation

The few parameters to be set are clearly readable (see also SESAME, 2005): if
you are not sure of the value and weight of the parameters involved, it is worth
attending a few workshops; of course, this tip applies to any method you decide to
use.

The basic format used is the official SESAME project format (SAF = SESAME
ASCII data format) but you can also upload seg2 data/files..

SAF data format

The SAF format (SESAME ASCII data format) is an ordinary ASCII file that can
be opened with any word editor.

The winMASW® and HoliSurface® software assume that the 3 columns
represent respectively:

first column: vertical component
second column: NS component
third column: EW component

by the way, while uploading the data you can specify any other possible
format/sequence.

Moreover:

Two parameters are by the header:

the sampling frequency (“SAMP_FREQ ="
the date (“START_TIME =")

As you can guess, it is absolutely necessary to have the sampling frequency
("SAMP_FREQ =").

On the other hand, the date ("START_TIME =") is not a necessary parameter
and in case of its absence a simple "warning” will be displayed that lets you
proceed with the analysis anyway.

www.WinMASW.com — Shaping Seismic Solutions


http://www.winmasw.com/

200 winMASW®

Reading files in SEG2 format
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Define the unit of measurement of the data (if you are usrng our HoIrSurface® acquisition
system following the correct acquisition procedures, select the option highlighted in the
shapshot above and you will get the data in mm/s).
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If the option "show data" is activated, the following 2 windows will be shown
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"Show location" button

If you have a GPS-equipped 3-channel geophone, you can now view the
location of the measurement on Google Earth (which clearly must have been
installed beforehand) with a simple click.

Geographical data are those indicated in the SAF file (according to the SAF
format) in the fields EVT_X (longitude), EVT_Y (latitude) and EVT Z
(altitude)

Example of geographical data in the SAF file:

EVT X =10.2
EVT_Y =50.1
EVT Z=0

If these data are present, the "show location" button is activated and it is
therefore possible to quickly and automatically obtain a screen like the one
shown below

Fle Modfics Visulzza Strumenti Aggiungi Guids
camerio - Q] [0 #esee @& & |1 (=&

To find out if your 3-channel geophone (and the related acquisition software)
are equipped with this option, consult the manufacturer of the 3-channel
geophone.
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Sampling and re-sampling

What are the most interesting frequencies from a geological and engineering
point of view? Generally speaking, from 0.5 to 20 Hz.

Since it is necessary to sample at least twice that frequency in order to
identify a certain frequency, it goes without saying that by sampling a signal
of at least 40Hz we should be able to bring home sufficiently detailed data
for the main geological purposes.

A series of other considerations that cannot be made here in full suggest
acquiring at least 128 Hz.

According to some, it is even advisable to acquire data at even higher
frequencies (256 or 512 Hz) and then resample them (decimate them) at a
lower frequency.

In order to avoid increasing the calculation time unnecessarily, it is important
to analyse data at a frequency not exceeding 128 Hz.

For geological/engineering purposes, it is completely useless to analyse
data at a sampling rate higher than 128 Hz. Actually, we recommend re-
sampling at 64 Hz - which still allows you to see up to 32 Hz (which is by far
much more than what we need).

Particle motion

If the option "show particle motion (of the original data)" is selected, the plot
of the soil motion will be obtained along the three sections vertical-NS,
vertical-EW and horizontal (NS-EW) (clearly of the original data).

Particle motion {(horizontal plane) Density function
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Removing events (transients) before calculating the H/V spectral ratio

By clicking the "remove events" button, the following screen will appear:

Use the left button of the mouse for the points that define the portions to remove and use the right button to select the very final point. Please see manual & video tutorial

The user can now select specific events (signals) to be removed. To do so,
click on the "start selection" button and use the left mouse button to define
each point (note that each event is defined by a start point and an end
point). To select the last point, use the right button. In the example below
there are 3 selected events (to be removed). These events are clearly
defined by 6 points. The first 5 must be identified using the left button and
the last (in this case almost at the end of the dataset) with the right button.

If the selection works, we will click at this point the "accept" button to return
to the main screen; otherwise, we can make a new selection resetting the
previous one (“"reset" button).

r
B winMASW - cleaning microtremor data before HVSR analyses (ESSEE c

recorded data

Vertical
—NS§
Tl ——EwW

6000

4000 “ LT T e T T R EDRELET T

2000 JHi-f - 1 ! ; O

2000 [ -1 - - -- T

4000 | oo

accept

Use the left button of the mouse for the points that define the portions to remove and use the right button to select the very final point. Please see manual & video tutorial
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Automatic removal of events with amplitude above an amplitude
threshold set by the user

Among the parameters to be set for HVSR processing, there is also the
amplitude threshold used to automatically remove all those windows
within which there are events with amplitude.

In summary, the root mean square amplitude of the traces is calculated
and then multiplied by the amplitude threshold set by the user.

If a window contains an event with a larger amplitude, this window is
deleted from the analyses.

Clearly, the lower that value, the more data/windows will be removed.

step#? - HIV computation

remove events both Rad. & ... o clean axes

20 | window Iength (S} ppi freq.: 0.25Hz

5 tapering (%)
7 amplitude threshold test removal
158; | spectral smeothing (triangular window )

2 detrending order

D show particle motion and all HVYSRs

|:| full ouput compute |

With the "test removal” button, you can check how this automatic
cleaning of the data works and we can increase or decrease the
automatic cleaning of the traces before proceeding with the final
calculation (done by ticking the option "full output”).

Below is an example of data before and after removing windows in
which the amplitude exceeds the set threshold (see blue line).
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Main screen

The screen is easy to read. As a first step, load the dataset you want to
analyse (classic icon at the top left end of the toolbar).

Then set the various parameters as needed and launch the analysis with the
"compute” button. Once the analysis is complete, the screen shows the
spectra of the three components and the H/V ratio:
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odel the HVSR (also jointly with MASW or ReMI/ESAC data), save the HV curve, go 1o the "Velocity Spectrumla, Modeling & Picking" panels and upload the sav

If the 3-channel geophone used also included a GPS and the SAF file
obtained contains the geographical indications of the site (fields "EVT_X",
"EVT_Y" and "EVT_Z"), it is possible ("show location" button) to get the
automatic display of the site on Google Earth (which must clearly have been
previously installed).

Once a good HVSR curve has been obtained by changing the processing
parameters, at that point it is possible to carry out the "complete" calculation
of everything that can be calculated. To do so, simply activate the "full
output” option. As a result, a series of outputs (images and text) will be
saved in the working folder. The main one is an HTML file (an ordinary file in
web format manageable with any browser): clicking on it opens the analysis
report.

The red dots (see screenshot above) indicate HVSR values below the unit
(possible velocity inversion index).
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The various outputs also include the "continuity" of the HVSR during acquisition (in
this case a little less than 18 min), i.e., the value of the HVSR on each window
considered:

HVSR vs Time (2D view)

HVSR vs Time (3D view)

frequency (Hz)

5 0 15 20 25 10! time (min)
time (min) frequency (Hz)

Continuity is presented both in the classic two-dimensional (on the left) and three-
dimensional (on the right) visualization.

A series of tools is as always present in the bar. For example, it is possible to
display the color scale (which in this case represents the values of the H/V
spectral ratio - see image below).

HVSR vs Time (2D view) HVSR vs Time (3D view)

frequency (Hz)

P ' . frequency (H = i i
5 10 15 20 25 requency (Hz) time (min)

time (min)
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Amplitude spectra of the individual components as a function of time.
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Minimum frequency of the HVSR curve

In accordance with SESAME guidelines, the minimum frequency that can be
displayed depends on the value of the analysis window. Since at least 10
cycles are required, the minimum frequency that can be determined in a robust
way is therefore equal to =10 / v (10 divided by the length of the window in
seconds).

If you want to go down to 0.1 Hz, for example, you need to set the analysis

window to 100 seconds and write 0.1 in the field relating to the minimum
frequency in the group "save - option#1: save HVSR as it is"
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HVSR Report and SESAME criteria

At the end of the calculation of the HVSR curve a report (.html file)
summarizing all the parameters used and the results of the analysis is
provided (the file is automatically saved in the working folder).

SESAME criteria regarding the reliability of the H/V curve and its peak are
also evaluated. Analyses using SESAME criteria are carried out considering
the data in the 0.5-15 Hz range (engineering) but this range can be modified
using the fc button in the toolbar at the top. The complexity of this kind of
evaluation is such that it is necessary to have a "critical" look by the user
who must be well aware of the subject. It is therefore necessary that the user
has well assimilated the SESAME guidelines (considered as a minimum
prerequisite) and all subsequent literature.

Among other things, the output provides the following outcomes:

In the following the results considering the data in the 0.5-15Hz frequency range
Peak frequency (Hz): 3.2 (x0.3)
Peak HVSR value: 5.5 (x0.5)

= Criteria for a reliable H/V curve e e e e e S
#1. [fO > 10/Lw]: 3.2 > 0.25 (OK)

#2. [nc > 200]: 6314 > 200 (OK)

#3. [f0>0.5Hz; sigmaA(f) < 2 for 0.5f0 < f < 2f0] (OK)

= Criteria for a clear H/V peak (at least 5 should be fulfilled) ===============
#1. [exists f- in the range [f0/4, fO] | AH/V(f-) < AQ/2]: yes, at frequency 2.0Hz
(OK)

#2. [exists f+ in the range [fO, 4f0] | AH/V(f+) < A0/2]: yes, at frequency 4.2Hz
(OK)

#3. [A0 > 2]: 5.4 > 2 (OK)

#4. [fpeak[Ah/v(f) £ sigmaA(f)] = fO + 5%]: (OK)

#5. [sigmaf < epsilon(f0)]: 0.313 > 0.157 (NO)

#6. [sigmaA(f0) < theta(f0)]: 0.642 < 1.581 (OK)

Please, be aware of possible industrial/man-induced peaks or spurious peaks
due to meaningless numerical instabilities.

Few tips in this regard:

- do not consider the SESAME criteria as, so-to-speak, the Bible
- changing the processing parameters (analysis window length, transient
removal, etc.) necessarily leads to changes that can also be reflected in the
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SESAME criteria.

- criterion#5 (among the "Criteria for a clear H/V peak") is often among the
most restrictive. Beyond its rigorous formulation, the data should be
evaluated using common sense (always necessary for any method).

- by default the criteria are calculated in the 0.5-15 Hz range (usually the one
of greatest engineering interest), but this range can be changed with the fc
button in the toolbar.

- pay attention to possible industrial signals/components (see e.g. Dal Moro,
2012; 2014; 2020).

Saving the H/V curve

At the end of the analysis you can save an H/V curve (here too in the
standard format of the SESAME project). There are 2 possible options:

“option#1 - save HVSR as it is”
“option#2 — picking H/V curve”

In the former case you save the calculated H/V curve (visible at the bottom
of the screen) in the frequency range indicated.

In the second case, it is possible to pick the H/V curve, thus making it
possible to eliminate possible peaks due to anthropic "artifacts" not linked to
lithological amplification signals.

winMASW® and HoliSurface® users who are subscribers of our mailing list
will receive further information.
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DIRECTIVITY

Once the mean H/V curve has been calculated, it is also possible to calculate the
directivity of the signal up to a specified frequency (see above for the relevant
frequencies).

HVSR: directivity

frequency (Hz)

30 60 % 120 150
Azimuth (degree)

directivity (3D) percentage deviation from the mean curve ™

20

HVSR
HVSR % variation

-40

Consider that while in one case (left) the frequency scale is logarithmic, in the
other case (right) it is linear. The figure is automatically saved in the previously
indicated working/output folder ("working folder") but can also be saved manually
by the user in any of the many possible formats.
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The HVSR analyses in two steps

In a first step (clicking on "compute" without having activated any particular option)
we calculate only the HVSR curve to understand which parameters (smoothing,
window length, etc.) are most suitable for the dataset considered.

In this phase, two vertical red bars are also highlighted, indicating the minimum and
maximum frequency within which the SESAME criteria are calculated:

reset HVsud-suolo.SAF (64Hz) - Average Spectra
T
ampi —Ns
—_—EW
107 F[—up
~| |ceanares

42| windowlendlh (s) i freq : 0.238Hz

5| tapering (%) 2
T ampltude threshold test removal E
artcle mefion an 5
[ull ouput compute 1070
continuity
30 motion
[ save video show 3D motion 0.25 2 10 20
frequency (Hz)
defaultaxes -
directivity analysis
requencie: ighlight: | 1.0 50100 |Hz compute
,,,,,, ption#1: save HVSR as it is 6 HVsud-suolo.SAF - HVSR (window length: 42s)
T
E save HAv from | 0.25 [ta | 30  Hz Criteria for a reliable H/V curve
@)
o B ol | e
% 4r [11.1 Hz, 3.24] b -
E Criteria for a clear H'V peak [11.1 Hz]
: 1 =
highlight a frequency 0 | I -
drawhighlight 10 |He 0.25 2 10 20

frequency (Hz)

directivity over time

directivity in . tine [ 60 | s i . .
To model the HVSR (also jointly with MASWY or ReMIESAC data), save the HV curve, go to the "Velocity Spectrum/a, Modeling & Picking” panels and upload the saved HY'

It is the user's responsibility to modify these limits ("fc" button on the toolbar) to
include the peak to be evaluated based on the SESAME criteria.
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In the second step, once the limits have been modified and the "full output” option
has been activated (to carry out all the possible directivity, continuity analyses, etc.),
we obtain a graph like the one below (in which the limits are now indicated in a more
"discreet" way and the values below the unit are not highlighted):

DL [ons] HVsud-suolo.SAF (64Hz) - Average Spectra
step# (optional) - decimate I ©open working folder
B4Hz ~ DNewfrequency  resamy ple ——NS show location
—EW

step#2 - HAf computation 1 0—4 r|l—up 4 field notes
remove events | [bath Rad 2. | [clean ake

42| windowlendlh () i freq.: 0.238Hz

5 | tapering (%) “0

7 amplitu E
15% Sk

2| detr [nouse

show pariicle motion and al s -
& tui ouput compute | 10°F ]

continuity | ‘ |
30 m
show 3D motion 025 2 0 20
frequency (Hz) default axes
directivity analysis
frequencies to hihight, | 1.0 50100 |Hz computel
save. option#1: save HVSR as it is 6 HVsud-suolo.SAF - HVSR (window length: 42s)
T T T
save HAV from | 0.25 | to | 30 | Hz Criteria for a reliable H/V curve
save HY curve (as it is) 5 - -
‘save - option’2: picking HV curve -
pick HY curve | | save picked HY 4r [11.1 Hz, 3.24] *
Criteria for a clear H/V peak [11.1 Hz]

quick analysis (f=Vs/aH)

www.winmasw.com

R

highlight a frequency 0
drawighlight 10 [ Hz 0.25 2 10 20
frequency (Hz)

directivity over time

directivity in ti... tine | 60 | s . . " . " icking”
To model the HVSR (also jointly with MASW or ReMIESAC data), save the HV curve, go to the “Velocity Spectrum/a, Modeling & Picking” panels and upload the saved HY

In fact, if there is more than one peak in a curve, they will have to be evaluated
(based on the SESAME criteria) individually/separately (see the winMASW-HVSR-
SESAME.rar "package" in the "Documents" folder in the winMASW® and
HoliSurface® installation folder and refer to our workshops and the book that should
be published by Springer in February 2020).

So (in case of multiple peaks) the SESAME criteria should be considered for each

peak (having to launch the calculation for each individual peak - after having clearly
modified the fc limits to include the peak you want to consider from time to time).
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SESAME or not SESAME?

By default, the software computes the SESAME criteria in the frequency range specified by
the user - see previous pages and the article Dal Moro & Panza (2022). A plot similar to the

following is obtained:

e e CToEECEre 2022-04-42_17-57_SolitaryTres_BRY_MyH3C.seg2 (62.5 Hz) - Average Spactra
T wisaswem | e

stepitt (optionsl] - decimate.
T e

particle mation & TLA&
Pl rtier & TLAA

nnnnnnnn 1 10 the dataanalysis
HOLISEAS e v atvs

e o

e

ahow 20 et periags 1)

nnnnn

2022-04-12_17-57_SolitaryTrea_BRY_MyH3C.seg2 - HVSR [window: 20 s; kept segments: 51]
T T T T

8 —mean
ot s == median

corn e E 0.5 1 2 ] 16 30

5
upland HVSR curve. frequency (Hz)

To madel the HSR [alsa Jolnthy with HollSurface, MASW or ReMIESAC data), ga to the pertinent panels and upload the saved HY zurve asarsion

In case you do not want to compute and show the SESAME criteria (and the indication of
the "peak" — see red square in the upper plot), you can disable the SESAME criteria
calculation by simply "cancelling” (inserting null values) the two f. values. This way you will
then get a plot like the one shown below.

[

2022-04-12_17-57_SolitaryTree_BRY_MyH3C.seg2 (62.5 Hz) - Average Spectra
| b s

paicls motion & TLAA
Parti Wation 8 TLAS

your commants to the datalanalysis

frequency (Hz)

wldae

2022-04-12_17-57_SclitaryTree_BRY_MyH3C.seg2 - HVSR [window: 20 s; kept segments: 51]
T

—mean | _ : 46.09434 - Long: 13.482638]

5
F 9 === median

0.5 1 2 5 9 16 30
frequency (Hz)

To model the HYSR {alse jeintly with HoliSurface, MASU or ReNi/ESAC daal, go to the pertinent panels and upload the saved HV curve
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YOUR COMMENTS

wWinMASW®

It is also possible to add comments to the data and analysis (see the grey box "your
comments" to the right of the amplitude spectra graph).

The comments will be automatically reported at the bottom of the final report
obtained by computing the HVSR having activated the "full output" option.

show data reset

step# (optional) - decimate

BiHz | new frequency resample

step#2 - HY computation
remove events | bthRad 8 . | | cleanaxes
17| window length (s)
Min. freq.: 0.588Hz
5 | tapering (%)
15| ampitude threshold
testremoval
1.6 | HVSR threshold
15% | spectral smoothing (riangular window)

[rowise

compute:

15 | detrending order
] Particts motion, allHVSRs and viceo

[ ful ouput
continuity

show 3D mation

30 motion

[ save video

dircativity analysis
frequencies to highlight: 1.0 50100 |Hz | compute
save- option#t: save HVSR as it is
save HIV from [0.588 | to | 30 | HE
save HV eurve (as itis)
save - option#2: picking HAY curve

pick HY curve | | save picked HV.

quick analysis (f-V/4)

average Vs (mis)

200 | (from surface to bedrock)

20 | depth of the bedrack
1000] Vs of the bedrack

clean compute:

highlight a frequency

WWW.WiNnmMmasw.com

drawmighlight 10 [z

directiuity over time

directivity in time time | 60 | s

EqualizedFile.saf (64Hz) - Average Spectra
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EqualizedFile.saf - HVSR (window length: 17s)
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default axes v

Criteria for a reliable H/V curve

2]

riteria for a clear HIV peak [2.06 Hz]

To model the HVSR (also jointly with MASW or ReMi/ESAC data), save the HV curve, go to the "Velocity Spectrum/a, Modeling & Picking” panels and upload the saved HY curve
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Listen to your microtremors

From the HVSR panel (» button along the toolbar) it is possible to
listen to your microtremor. Click that button and choose one of the
two possible options: 1) just listen to the audio version of your
k microtremors [‘simple” option] or 2) show the time lapse
spectrogram animation [visualization [longer]” option].

Data are reproduced with a velocity about 10 times faster than the actual data (a 10-
minute dataset will be then played in just 1 minute).

B} HoliSurface® & winMASW® - Horizontal-to-Vertical Spectral Ratio (HVSR)

D@ssd @ f EORNNE 908 o O M » A

‘ show current data H reset ‘ multiple HVSR batch processing |

~step#1 (optional) - decimate - i | : :

Just a funny curiosity? Not necessarily. Attend one of our workshops and discover
that our ears can help us also in the assessment of the microtremor data.

Amplitude

Sample Number CAE

The audio is also automatically saved as flac file in the working folder and can
therefore be played on any device.

IN order to appreciate the sound of our Mother Earth, we would like to recommend
you to use a good sound system or your headphones.

Consider that in order to preserve the high frequencies, you should perform this
operation before resampling the data.

The same tool is also available in the ESAC panel ("play & save audio data
button).
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Time lapse of your microtremor data in the frequency domain

From the HVSR panel (» button along the toolbar) it is also possible to visualize
a time lapse animation of the spectrdigrams of the three components and of the
HVSR itself..

HoliSurface® & winMASW® - Horizontal-to-Vertical Spectral Ratio (HVSR)

Owssd @[ RORNE 994 oM » A

| show current data reset multiple HVSR batch processing |

Click the same button and, instead of choosing the “simple” option (see previous
section), choose the “visualization [longer]” option.

This can be useful in case you want to monitor/visualize the persistence of a
specific industrial component.

The minimum and maximum frequency (i.e. the frequency range shown) are the
same specified for the minimum and maximum values for the HVSR (see the two
values to specify in the “save — option#1” group).

In case you also select the “time-lapse animation” option (in the “step#2” group),
the shown video will be saved in the working folder as mp4 file.

An example of data characterized by a clear industrial component (that also
changes its frequency) IS shown here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NW1le g09g-c

Such example is analysed in detail in the paper “On the identification of industrial
components in the Horizontal-to-Vertical Spectral Ratio (HVSR) from
microtremors” (Dal Moro, 2020).
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Industrial components

The amplitude spectra of the three components with linear frequency scales (both log and
linear amplitude scale) and the coherences between the various pairs of sensors (EW

versus NS, EW versus UD and NS versus UD) are also shown.
This way it is possible to better highlight possible industrial components

We would strongly recommend to study the paper On the identification of industrial
components in the Horizontal-to-Vertical Spectral Ratio (HVSR) from microtremors (Dal
Moro, 2020 — Pure and Applied Geophysics — https://doi.org/10.1007/s00024-020-
02424-0

In the example below the presence of a series of "artificial” (industrial) peaks at 6.6, 13.2,
19.8 and 26.4 Hz is evident (note that - in this very peculiar case - you can see the
fundamental frequency of an industrial component [at 6.6 Hz] with a series of higher

harmonics).
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In the next example you can note the presence of a couple of industrial signals at about
1.56 and 4.63 Hz.

coherences [mean values]
o p——r——
—EW-NS|
UD-NS

8 UD-EW|
5
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Two examples of coherence functions displayed in 3D mode with the color scale
representing their frequency: on the right a case where no significant industrial
components are evident, on the left a complex dataset with a couple industrial

components.

With regard to the data in the left plot see also the two images below related to:

1) frequency coherence functions (for all three combinations NS-EW, EW-UD, and NS-

UD) and linear and logarithmic amplitude spectra (smoothed by only 3%);

2) coherence functions and spectrograms (time-dependent).
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Managing (manually) the industrial components

There are two ways to attenuate/reduce/delete industrial signals:

1) massively smooth the spectra (50% and more [see parameter spectral
smoothing]);

2) manually picking the HVSR curve or, if the situation is complex, the amplitude
spectra of the UD, NS and EW components.

The first approach does not require much clarification and will not be discussed
further here.

Let us see some details on the other two approaches, it being understood that in
order to implement them seriously it is necessary to attend our training courses.

It should be emphasized that the quality of this type of operation depends entirely on

the level of theoretical knowledge of those who carry them out.

a) picking of the HVSR curve

In this case, the HVSR curve potentially "contaminated” by industrial signals is picked
directly.

picking HV or amplitude spectra

Jl

'D HVSR v pick data

E save picked HY compute

1) In the drop-down menu, select the "HVSR" option;

2) Click the "pick data" button;

3) Start picking the desired curve (to close picking, use the right mouse button);
4) Save the picked curve by clicking on the "save picked HV" button.
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b) picking of the amplitude spectra of the three components and

related recalculation of the HVSR curve:

picking HV or amplitude spectra

HVSR v pick data

HVSR —te—
UD amplitude spectrum pu

| NS ampitude spectrum
EW ampitude spectrum

T —

1) HVSR calculation with limited smoothing (approximately 2-3%)

2) In the drop-down menu, select the component to be picked (all three components
must be picked in sequence);

3) Once the component has been selected, click on the "pick data" button;

4) Start picking the selected amplitude spectrum (we recommend that you always
follow the same order): UD, NS and EW, to close picking, use the right mouse
button);

Points 2, 3 and 4 are repeated so to pick the amplitude spectra for all the three
components (UD, NS and EW).

picking HY or amplitude spectra

EW amplitude... [~ pick data

save picked HV Ccompute

5) Once the last component has been picked, the use must (re)compute the H/V ratio
based on the amplitude spectra of the picked three components. To do so, press the
"compute" button. At this point, a summary screen will be displayed and the re-

computed HV curve will be automatically saved in the working folder as a file with the

same name as the field datafile with the additional suffix "_reconstructed.hv".
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A quick example

winMASW®

1) computation with 3% smoothing (incidentally, in this way the SESAME criteria are

completely out of sync). The well-known 1.5 Hz industrial component is evident

(common throughout Friuli and beyond).

4] HlSurface'® & winbASWS - Horicenta to-Vertica Spectral Rabo (H/SK)
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To model the HVSR (also jointly with MASW or ReMI/ESAC data), save the HV curve, go to the "Velacity Spectrumia, Modeling & Picking” panels and upload the saved HV curve

During this first phase you will get, among other things, also the following two graphs:

coherence UD-NS

i

‘\" My o‘“ " it "
My h I '“ “ "

w h *1'\ ,r' ‘.!!“
‘,M

sogments.
frequency (Hz)

up

segmonts

frequency (Hz)

coherence UD-EW

sogments
froquency (Hz)

NS

10 20 segments

frequency (Hz)

coherence EW-NS

sogmonts

segments

frequency (Hz)

Top: graph of the coherence functions of the three possible combinations as a

function of time; bottom: amplitude spectra as a function of time (spectrograms). The

industrial signal at 1.5 Hz is clear.
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cohrence functions
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4) picking of EW component

frequency (Hz)

5) calculation of HVSR from the peak amplitude spectra to obtain the following graph
and its .hv file
«x10° picked amplitude spectra mi@ﬁgd & original amplitude spectra

8 —— picked [thick]
——original [thin]

amplitude
amplitude

10° 10 10° 10’
frequency (Hz) frequency (Hz)

reconstructed HVSR original & reconstructed HVSR

: reconstructed
5 | 30 i ——original

10° 10" 10° 10"
frequency (Hz) frequency (Hz)

Please note and bear in mind that, for statistical reasons, the average of the HVSR
curves is not identical to the HVSR calculated from the average of the amplitude
spectra. This means that at low frequencies (more "unstable") the two curves may
differ slightly. If all the operations involved in the analyses have been carried out
correctly, the two curves fall within the margins of uncertainty (see curves relating to
standard deviations). You should also bear in mind that for these picking operations
we are working and need to work with very little smoothed data (about 2-3%) and
therefore with non-ideal curves.
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SESAME criteria of the reconstructed HVSR curve

Clearly, with this type of processing/reconstruction, we work with the final mean
curves (of the amplitude spectra and of the HV).

Since the first 3 SESAME criteria (for the whole curve) and the criteria 4, 5 and 6 for
the evaluation of a "peak" work instead (according to "statistical” criteria) considering
all the HVSR curves of each window, it is not possible to calculate all the SESAME

criteria of the reconstructed curve (since we only have the final mean curves available
here).

Only the first 3 criteria for a reliable peak can be "calculated” (at sight).

The first two require that the value of the curve drops to at least half of the value of
the peak in the fo/4 - 4*fo frequency range (fo being the frequency of the peak
considered).

The third is even more trivial (the value of the peak must exceed the value of 2).

If we consider the following example (the 5 Hz signal is clearly of an industrial
nature), we can see that (also considering the standard deviations) all the first three
criteria for a "reliable peak" and relating to the reconstructed curve (green curve in the

lower right box) are certainly met [fO equal to about 7 Hz and frequency range to be
considered equal to 1.75-28 Hz].

%10 picked amplitude spectra 12 .picked & original amplitude spectra
\ — picked [thick]
10 10 —original [thin]
5 8 S
= 2
2 6 -
£ E
© (3]
4
]
2
10° 10° 10° 10
frequency (Hz) frequency (Hz)
5 reconstructed HVSR original & reconstructed HVSR

HVSR

reconstructed
—original

10° 10° 10° 10
frequency (Hz) frequency (Hz)
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Automatic removal of industrial signals

In the upper right corner of the HVSR panel there is the “INDUSTRIAL” group. By setting the
appropriate parameters you can use the “process industrial signals” button to
automatically remove (or attenuate) possible industrial components that alter the HVSR
curve. Always remember that the “right” parameters are data dependent and it is
impossible to define universal values.

The procedure basically consists of three steps: a) identification of the industrial signals;
b) removal from the data; c) interpolation from the surrounding data.

There are four “parameters” to set up:

1) the threshold value for the coherence function (values higher than the specified value
are considered expression of an artificial/industrial signal);

2) the threshold value for the derivative of the amplitude spectra (values higher than the
specified value are considered expression of an artificial/industrial signal);

3) the components (Z, NS and/or EW) to use for the computation of the (average)
amplitude-spectra derivatives;

4) the type of interpolation to use to interpolate between the points removed cause
attributed to an industrial component.

Here an example that should clarify how it works:
a) upload the microtremor data and the georeferenced photo

U1 9015_1T-h_Ares_caseta_Nord_campo.sesd iresampled: §4 Hi. kengeh 74T min) e o b

b s
industrial
e g AT B

Paricie motion & TLAA
Partets osten 1 TLAA

your comments 1 the dacaianatysis

To model the HVSR (slso iomly with HolSurtace, MASW or ReWVESAC datal, 6o 12 the perinent panels and upioad the saved HY curve Lo

HVSR curve

19P_2021-09-15_17-19_Area_casatta_Nord_campo.seg2 (64 Hz) - Average Spectra

mmis

frequency (Hz)
s

19P_2021-08-15_17-19_Area_casetta_Nord_campo.seg2 - HVSR [window: 10 s; kept segments: 79]

—mean
6 i -~ median

for aclear K puak [4.63 He)

frequency (Hz)

Ta madel the WYSR [also jointly with KalBuriace, MASW or ReNWESAC datal, go ta the persnent panols and splaad the saved HY curve an
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coherences [mean values]
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www.winmasw.com
amplitude [linear scale]
>

amplitude [log scale]
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frequency (Hz)

In this case the presence of two industrial components at about 1.5 and 4.6 Hz in
pretty clear especially in the almost-unsmoothed (5%) amplitude spectra while the
coherence functions are, in this case, pretty complex and can just confirm the 1.5 Hz
signal (while are otherwise extremely complex — this is actually a pretty unusual dataset).

In order to try to remove the influence of these signals on the HVSR, we:

1) set a very high value for the coherence functions threshold (since, in this case, we
do not want to use the coherence function to identify the industrial components) and a
low value for the derivative; since the 4.6 Hz industrial component is clear especially
along the NS and EW components — see amplitude spectra reported in the previous
figure) we choose to consider the average derivative from both the horizontal
components

industrial

linear v
09 0.14
both horizo._.

processing indu/ st 'S
just EW
both horizontal components [NS & EW]
all the three components

We can now click the “processing industrial signals” button and obtain this result:

coherence functions [horizontal plane; detrended]

] 1

[—criginal 08

===reconsirucied [inear)

E 2 3 4 6 9 14 21 A 1 2 3 4 B 9 14 21 Ell
g frequency (Hz)
u mean amplitude derivative for the horizontal components [NSZEW]
3' criteria far 2 relable MY cure O B
] =
0 e 06
E ritecia for a clear HIV peak [4.34 He: 48] 04
£ - 02 ﬂ
2] £ 044
3 - A I VSO || OV W
3 pa] 1 2 34 [ g 14 21 Ell
2 o
; i) amplitude spectra

—industrial HVSR mmpnnenl'

2 3 4 6 9 14 21 K}l
frequency (Hz) frequency (Hz)
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Two quick notes: a) since we decided to fix a very large (0.9) threshold for the coherence
functions, the selection of the industrial signals is not based on the coherence functions;
b) since we fixed a very small threshold value for the amplitude derivative, the two
industrial signals were properly identified by means of them (the amplitude-spectra
derivatives — see the “mean amplitude derivative for the horizontal components
[NS&EWT” plot).

iy IYVER baish prevevving 19P_2021-09-15_17-19_Area_casetta_Nord_campo.seg2 (84 Hz) - Average Spectra
mate

your comments o the datalanalysis

frequency (Hz)

stuss

19P_2021-09-15_17-19_Area_casetta_Nord_campo.seg2 - HVSR [window: 10 s; kept segments: 77]

p —mean
1434 vz, ) (-
median Crtara for u relebin HV curvn

frequency (Hz)

MASW ar ReMUESAC datal, panels curve [

In the HVSR mean maple the green curve represents the “cleaned” HVSR curve free
from the industrial components identified through the correct parameters above
described. Once again we need to underline that the correct parameters are data
dependent and need to be properly set by the user (who need to understand how the
procedure works).

In the following, few more examples of the performance of the tool for the automatic
removal/attenuation of the industrial signals (in the upper left corner are reported the
original HVSR curve [in red] and the “cleaned” one [in blue]). As you can see, the
parameters used to remove the industrial signals are different for each dataset.

coherence functlons [horizontal plane detrended]
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HVSR
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coherence functions [harizontal plane; detrended]
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“HOLI3C" option (equalization of our 2 and 4.5 Hz geophones)

If you have acquired the data using one of our three-component geophones [HOLI3C
geophone], activating the HOLI3C option, you obtain the equalization of the traces
with recovery (at their real amplitude) of the very low frequencies.

HVsud-suolo. SAF (64Hz) - Average Spectra
. - kel ol ek

open working folder
shawkosation
et notes
1074}
2
E
E
105}
0.3333 2 10 20
frequency (Hz)
dafault axes v

HVsud-suclo.SAF - HVSR (window length: 30s)
T
Criteria for a reliable H/V curve

e »
wave HY curve (as i is) - oK
#2 0K
aave - optionsz: picking WV curve
s [11.2Hz, 3.37) 4 e
ik Y curve | wave picked IV Ty

. Criteria for a clear H'V peak [11.2 Hz]

E
o}
U
2
i}
T
E
E
2
2
2
3

* oK
: 2 oK
: SN P N\ T ok
il 1 S T e ' . me oK
[ ] [conmeurs] o
nequer 0 L 1 L #6: 0K
0.3333 2 10 20
i ectivity over time frequency (Hz)
aivectiuty it tme 60 ] or ReMIESAC dat, , 0010 the "Velocity . Modeling & Picking” paneis: and uplad the saved IV

HVSR analysis without trace equalization (HOLI3C option not activated)

step#2 - HV computation

remove events = both Rad. & ... clean axes
window length (s) : = . . -
ey Wi froq: 0238z Activating the HOLI3C option (from release 2018

7| ampltude threshold wstremos | YOU Can choose between 2 options depending on
15% V] spectra smoothing (trisngular window) the purchased HOLI 3C geophone).
2 detrending order HOLI3C

D show particle motion and all HYSRs
2 ult ouput _compute |

shom deta rovet HVsud-suolo.SAF (64Hz) - Average Spectra

stopit (optional) - decimate. [ T MR T T T T T T open warking fokder

ez 7] e hocuency remampie o acation
e ntes

0.3333 2 10 20
frequency (Hz)

HVsud-suolo.SAF - HVSR (window length: 30s)
T

Criteria for a reliable HNV curve
ok
4 [11 Hz, 3.28) ' mok
30K

Criteria for a clear HIV peak [11 Hz]
| MK
#2 0K
#3 0K
2 R ;0K
campi s 1o
ighlin a freeny ) I s I 6 0K

dvashghligie 0 He 0.3333 2 10 20
frequency (Hz)

wiectivity over time
directivity in ti.. we [8 s

Ta madel the HYSR (akso jontly vith MASW or ReMUESAC dao), save the BV curve, go (o the "Velociy

HVSR analysis with trace equalization (equalization option activated): note the
recovery of real amplitudes (amplitude spectra)
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Enter your comments

It is now also possible to enter comments on the data and analysis (see the grey
box "your comments" to the right of the amplitude spectra).

The comments will be automatically reported at the bottom of the final report
obtained by calculating the HVSR having activating the "full output” option.

show data reset EqualizedFile.saf (64Hz) - Average Spectra
. ; T T open working folder
stepi#l (optional) - decimate
§4Hz v newfreauency | resamy ple show location
field notes
15 amplitude threshold
test remoual
16 | HVSR threshold
15% v spectral smoothing (triangular window)
15 | detrending order [CIwoLie
[ Particie mation, alHSRs and video
] full ouput compute your comments
comtinuity | i i iff layer and significant (and meaningful) peak

Fpmetion 0.5882 2 10 20
[ save video show 30 motion
frequency (Hz)

default axes ~
directivity analysis

frequencies to highight: [1.0 50100 |Hz | compute

EqualizedFile.saf - HVSR (window length: 17s)

cave- option1: save HUSRag itis

E cave v trom [5:508] 10 [30] He Criteria for areliable HIV curve
0 =TT .
3 ’ I —
save - option#2: picking A curve [2.06 Hz, 6.34] oK
%] pick HY curve picked HV ’ e
x 8 ! \ 7
'
E g 1 e~ “ Criteria for a clear H/V peak [2.06 Hz]
.
= quick analysis (F=Vs/dH) N
== ’
; average Vs (mis) 4 [ N B -
- 200 (from surface to bedrack) )7 b
; Ry~ \
20 | depth ofthe bedrock . \ =
3 1000 Vs of the bedrack 2 - o \
s of the bedracl LS PEs g -
3 o o
Nightight a frequency 0 | I ! s6: 0K
drawhighlight 10 | He 0.5882 2 10 20
directivity over time frequency (Hz)
directivity in time time: G0 s
To model the HVSR (also jointly with MASWY or ReMUESAC data), save the HV curve, go to the "Velocity Spectrum/a, Modeling & Picking” panels and upload the saved HV curve
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A further note

Both during direct modelling and automatic inversion it is good practice (we would say
absolutely recommended) to always insert a very deep and very fast layer that serves to
stabilize the mathematics behind the HVSR calculation.

In practice, this means that the actual situation must be reproduced in the most correct
way.

If in your area there are, for example, (let's simplify things) 10 meters of clay and then
several meters of gravel, to correctly simulate the peak related to this contact it is also
necessary to introduce a deep contact between the gravel and what there must be below
it even if this deep contact is of no interest to you and is not actually "visible/identifiable"
with your data.

Therefore, a model that for you is:
10 m of silt (Vs: 140 m/s)
gravel half-space (Vs: 550 m/s - for several dozens or hundreds of metres)

should be considered/modelled as:
10 m of silt (Vs: 140 m/s)

1000 m of gravel (Vs: 550 m/s)
rocky half-space (Vs: 1200 m/s)

modelled (SW)

(4]

depth (m)
[a*]
o

25

30

35

40 0
0 100 200 300 400 500 600
V. (mfs)

s ( frequency (Hz)

Adding a fast deep layer (actually “invisible”) will produce the following result:

layer Vs (m/s) |thickness (m)| depth (m)
1 140 10 10
550 1000 1010
3 1200 0 0
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modelled (SW)

200

400

depth {m)

600

800

1000

| 0 i
0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200 10!
VS (m/s)

frequency (Hz)

As you can see, now the peak relating to the silt-gravel contact is smaller (it was about 6
and now is about 4.4) and the shape of the HVSR curve is slightly different.

It should be stressed that this is related to the mathematics of the HVSR (in the final
report you do not have to include this deep level if there is no evidence of it in the data -
evidence should be at very low frequencies).

Also bear in mind the role of the alpha (a) factor (gradually lower values make the HVSR
curve lower).
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The H/V spectral ratio and the Love waves: the a factor
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FOR NEAR SURFACE
APPLICATIONS

Giancarlo Dal Maro

: l SURFACE WAVE ANALYSIS

Extracted from

The experimental HVSR is basically the result of the joint action of the Rayleigh and
Love waves according to the following equation:

Vr(f)

being Hr and Vr the contribution of Rayleigh waves (in terms of power spectra -
see Arai and Tokimatsu, 2004) on the horizontal (H) and vertical (V) component,
and H. the contribution related to Love waves (the parameter a can therefore be
considered as the contribution of Love waves to the experimental HVSR).

For a complete modelling of the observed HVSR, the value of the parameter a must
be considered appropriately, i.e., the relative quantity of Love waves which,
incidentally, is probably a function of the specific weather/seasonal conditions

The modelling presented in Figure A shows the effect of Love waves: the same Vs
profile is used to compute the HVSR considering two different (extreme, a = 0.2 and
a = 0.9) values of the parameter a.

Two consequences are straightforward:

1. The relative amount of Love waves (expressed by the a — alpha - factor) should
be considered as one of the variables in the inversion/modelling of the HVSR curve
(experience teaches that this value usually takes a value between 0.3 and 0.5).

2. The HVSR curve alone is absolutely insufficient to limit the definition of a Vs
profile even when stratigraphic/geological information is available and the only
solution is provided by joint analysis with other geophysical data (such as surface
wave dispersion).
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The winMASW® software allows modelling the HVSR both according to body (e.g. Herak, 2008)
and surface waves.

About this last possibility, winMASW® 3C, winMASW® Pro and winHVSR works as a graphical
interface for the executable by Albarello & Lunedei (2009).

If you are working with winMASW® Academy or HoliSurface®, you do not need
such a .exe file since the HVSR modelling is performed thanks to a very complete
tool also capable of handling a user-specified amount of Love waves (see a factor
box).

If you activate the HVSR modelling and set a humber of modes higher than zero you will get the
modelled HVSR both according to body waves and surface waves (in case the number of modes
is set to zero you will get HVSR only according to body waves).

In order to approach this method please read (at least) the following papers:

Dal Moro G., 2011. Some Aspect about Surface Wave and HVSR Analyses: a Short Overview
and a Case Study, BGTA, 52, 241-259 (visit www.winmasw.com for a draft of it)

Albarello D. and Lunedei E., 2010. Alternative interpretations of horizontal to vertical spectral
ratios of ambient vibrations: new insights from theoretical modelling. Bulletin of Earthquake
Engineering 8, 519-534.

Dal Moro G., 2010. Insights on Surface Wave Dispersion and HVSR: Joint Analysis via Pareto
Optimality, J. Appl. Geophysics, 72, 29-140

Lunedei E. and Albarello D., 2009, On the seismic noise wavefield in a weakly dissipative layered
Earth, Geophys. J. Int., 177, 1001-1014

By studying the mentioned papers it will be possible to understand under which conditions the
different approaches must be considered valid. In a nutshell: usually body waves properly explain
HVSR only for the fundamental frequency while higher frequencies are better explained in terms
of SW ellipticity (the problem is sometimes to understand the appropriate number of modes to
adopt — also always considering the attenuation).

About the winHVSR, winMASW® 3C and Professional versions

In case you decide to use the Lunedei & Albarello (2009) code (microtremor.exe) it is
necessary to quote the Authors (you would otherwise break the related copyright law):
Albarello D. & Lunedei E. (Lunedei E., Albarello D., 2009, On the seismic noise wavefield in
a weakly dissipative layered Earth, Geophys. J. Int., 177, 1001-1014).
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Problems in HVSR computation wusing Surface Wave ellipticity
(microtremor.exe) [only for the 3C and Pro versions - in the Academy version
and in HoliSurface® the HVSR computation is independent and more detailed
(see the a factor box in the next pages)]

Under some circumstances it is possible that microtremor.exe so-to-say
“stalls”.
If, after few seconds the HVSR window does not react (see image down here)

B winhasw Vspw:mmdmn@w
File
tgde (%9892 08
Ptzpyjwesnlamosieattesta.com/ profilo phaTprofilo_id=3414 |
Vsv profile & eigen period (refer depth: Om)
T T T

0
2]
4l
L
3

Degth (m)

It is then necessary to interrupt the process “mictrotremor.exe” in the Activity
Manager of the windows operating system (Ctrl+Alt+Canc buttons)

‘

File Opzioni Visualizza 7

Applicazioni | Process | Servizi | Prestazioni | Rete | Utenti |

Nome immagine Nomeut... CPU Memoria... Desaizione
microtrem.ex... ( Aori il

taskmar.exe o pri percorso file

WINWORD.E... Termina processo

ePowerTray.exe @ .

Apoint.exe a Termina albero processi

CSrEs.exe 9 Debug

winMASW.ex... Virtualizzazione controllo dell'account utente

firefox.exe =32 @
hpswp_dipbo... ¢
Capture.exe ... (

Crea file di dettagl

Imposta priorita

Cap.exe *32 :
AdobeARM.e... Imposta affinita,..
e exe 752 Proprieta
plugin-contain... ¢ )
hpagpcO1.ex... Vai ai servizi
| Mostrai processi di tutti gii utent F—
Processi: 101 Utilizzo CPU: 52% Memoria fisica: 63%

Select the microtremor.exe button and terminate the process.

To go head it is now necessary to modify the model (as the previous one was
responsible for some problematic event in the HVSR computation).
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Modelling the HVSR (alone) in winMASW®

If you wish to model (i.e. invert) just the HVSR curve, you can do it from the single-
component analysis panel ("Velocity Spectrum, Modelling & Picking"). You simply need to
upload the HVSR curve with the button on the toolbar (HV icon with the yellow folder in
the background) and proceed with modelling (change Vs and layer thicknesses).

handiing the spectra

save | | wwioad | [meme | oot

SURFACE WAVE ANALYSIS cancelpicang
FOR NEAR SURFACE
APPLICATIONS

Joint DeHV inv.

modelling

2 ‘shout Poisson

e ane| | [INGEE et iven
. select B AutoSpectra pondt e

((((( cances Py Ry modity offeets. Nppolanty | st y: Cliincion

WWW.wWINnMasw.com

Beware that the HVSR significantly suffers from the non-uniqueness of the solution
(different models have the same HVSR curve), which is why it is always preferable to
model it jointly with dispersion data.

The screenshot below shows a modelling in progress. Consider and remember that, from
the window that shows up once you click the “R” button in the toolbar, it is possible to
change certain parameters related to HVSR modelling and in particular the a factor
(amount of Love waves in the modelled microtremor field) and the smoothing (expressed
as a percentage) of the synthetic HVSR curve.
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active data: compits velocity spectrum
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HVSR and site resonance frequency: almost an hoax
The topic is actually extremely complex and this manual is not meant to be a text book.

Here we just recall the fundamental equation regarding the HVSR peak (that surely
cannot be used in a simplistic way):

L
VS
where:
Vs = mean Vs down to the horizon responsible for a HVSR peak
H = thickness of the sediments over the considered horizon/contact

For instance, in case there is a strong Vs increment at a depth of 37 m (e.g. 37 meters of
unconsolidated sandy materials [average Vs value equal to 250 m/s] over a thick gravel
layer), we should obtain a HVSR peak at about 1.7 Hz.

Remember that an HVSR peak does not necessarily means bedrock (see e.g. Dal Moro
2018 - Effective Active and Passive Seismics for the Characterization of Urban and
Remote Areas: Four Channels for Seven Objective Functions).

But, does the peak in the HVSR represents the resonance frequency?

No. See for instance Perron et al (2018) and the few evidences summarized also in
our 2020 Springer book mentioned throughout this manual.

The HVSR has been in use in seismology since about the late 1960° (e.g. Mark and
Sutton, 1975). In the 1980¢, in Japan, some studies were carried out in order to evaluate
its possible use in the seismic-hazard assessment (see Nakamura's papers in the
References). As a matte of fact, the relationship between the amplification during a quake
and the HVSR curve has never been clearly demonstrated and theoretical considerations
and experimental data do not support this idea which is unfortunately very popular.

Several studies (e.g. Perron et al., 2018 and references therein) have shown that the
amplification actually recorded during an earthquake significantly deviates from the HVSR

curve; see for instance the data in the following Figure.
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12

10

ratio

o
o0 =N

0.5 1 3 5 110 20 4 1 3 5 10 20 30
frequency (Hz) frequency (Hz)

Comparison between the HVSR curve and the actual amplification curve obtained
from SSR (Standard Spectral Ratio) analysis from a series of accrual earthquakes
(after Perron et al., 2018). Note the significant difference between the HVSR curve

and actual measured amplification.

Therefore, the HVSR represents a valid observable to estimate the Vs of the deeper
layers (e.g. Arai & Tokimastu, 2005; Dal Moro, 2015; 2020), but it should not be

considered as an estimate of site amplification.

The a factor in winMASW® Academy and HoliSurface®

In winMASW Academy (in the single and double-component "Velocity Spectrum, Modeling
& Picking" panels), the a factor (i.e. the amount of Love waves to be used in the HVSR
modeling) can be modified by clicking the "R" button in the upper right area of the toolbar:

some parameters - & BN

reference frequency 15.96 | Hz

alfa parameter

(Arai & Tokimatsu, 2004) 0:%

[ precision factor 0.34

done

Here it is also possible to set the reference frequency and the precision of the mathematical
solution sought for computing the dispersion curves as well as the synthetics and the HVSR
(details are provided during our technical workshops).
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Automatic inversion of the HVSR curve alone

Available in HoliSurface® — a software application designed in order to exploit all the
active and passive data recorded by a couple of 3-component geophone (etc.).

In winMASW® Academy you can anyway model it. Just upload a HVSR curve in the
single-component panel and modify the subsurface model (forward modelling) so to
obtain a good match between the observed curve and the one of your model.
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For details about the HVSR, please read the pertinent chapter (“Modelling HVSR”). Due
to several possible issues, in order to properly perform the automatic joint inversion, it is
highly recommended to read (and understand) at least the following papers:

Dal Moro G., 2011. Some Aspect about Surface Wave and HVSR Analyses: a Short Overview
and a Case Study, BGTA, 52, 241-259 (visit www.winMASW.com for a draft of it)

Albarello D. and Lunedei E., 2010. Alternative interpretations of horizontal to vertical spectral
ratios of ambient vibrations: new insights from theoretical modelling. Bulletin of Earthquake
Engineering 8, 519-534.

Dal Moro G., 2010. Insights on Surface Wave Dispersion and HVSR: Joint Analysis via Pareto
Optimality, J. Appl. Geophysics, 72, 29-140

The panel for the automatic joint inversion of dispersion and HVSR data is similar to the one used
for the joint analysis of Rayleigh and Love dispersion, so no further description is needed (see
figure below).

.

B winMASW Pro - Jaint Inversion of Surface-Wave Dispersion Curves and H [E=NEEN S

@] =l 5 g
Input picked dispersion curves —— — Dispersion curve({s) and HVSR-

250

1. Input dispersion curve Rayleigh x| Phase vel. x|
2. Input HV'SR

200

=y
o
=

10 Max allowed Vs anisotropy (percentage)
minimum 0 - maximum 50

phase velocity (m/s)

-
=
=

i ,
Max Poisson variabilty (percentage) 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22
minimum 0 - maximum 30 frequency (Hz)

PurHV-noheaderIines - short.txt

10

— Number of layers &

option#1 - option#2 —————
’7 [+ z| number ( from a starting model

of layers

[C] force search space

HWSR modeling according to | Bogy Waves ]

number of individuals/models - Search space
30 (min & - max 7000} E] 0
a0 number of generations
(min 10 - max 400} E]
10 f----
|:| p and density optimization
E 20}
=
QOutputting . o
=
|7 output folder E] 30f----
40 F----

0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200 1400
www.winmasw.cCom Vs (m/s)
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To get deeper into the topic you can read the two following paper:

Alternative interpretations of horizontal to vertical spectral ratios of ambient vibrations: new
insights from theoretical modelling (Albarello D. and Lunedei E., 2010). Bulletin of Earthquake

Engineering 8, 519-534.

Insights on Surface Wave Dispersion and HVSR: Joint Analysis via Pareto Optimality (Dal Moro

G., 2010), J. Appl. Geophysics, 72, 29-140

For these and other reasons that we recall during our workshops, it is always preferable to adopt
the forward modelling approach from the “Velocity Spectrum, Modelling & Picking” panel rather

than the automatic inversion.

In the following figures an example of joint analysis of the HVSR curve together

with the effective dispersion curve obtained from ESAC analysis

See also:

wWinMASW®

http://www.winmasw.com/download/prodotti/Report-ESAC-HVSR-winMASW.pdf

show data rosat
stop#1 {optiona) - decimata

BdHz new frequency resample
step#2 - HIV computation

romeve events | [boinRad & cloan axes

20 | windowlength () Min_freq.: 0.25Hz

5 | tapering (%)
& | ampltude threshold ‘et remaval
15% | speciral smaothing tranguar window)

2| detrending order

[ show partcl motion and o VSRS

[ 1o ouput compyee)
continuity

30 mation

[ save video show 3D motlor

diroctivity analysis
frequencies ta highliaht 13 Hz compute
save- option#1: save HVSR as it is

saveHNfrom | 04 | to| 30 Hz

save HV curve (as L is)

save - option#2: picking HIV curve

plck HV curve  save picked HV

quick analysis (I=Vs/aH)
& vs)

1000] Vs of the bedrock

clean compute

highiight a frequency

www.winmasw.com

drawihighiight 10 Hz

diractivity over time
directivity inti... time | B0 | s

HVSR data

16STEI-2-HVSR.SAF (64Hz) - Average Spectra
L ' ' T

frequency (Hz)

16STEI-2-HVSR.SAF - HVSR (window length: 20s)
T T T T I e

[1.28 Hz, 3.77)
\

04 2 10 20
frequency (Hz)

opan working folder
show location

field notes

Criteria for a reliable H/V curve
#1: 0K
#2: 0K
#3: 0K

Criteria for a clear HV peak [1.28 Hz]

#1: OK
#2: 0K
#3: 0K
a:wo]
o]
#6: 0K

Te model the HVSR (also jaintly with MASW or ReMI/ESAC data), save the HV curve, go to the “Velocity Spectrumia, Modeling & Picking” panels and upload the sav
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ESAC data
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350
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FK parameters
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— 300
K
E E
> 2
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o
9 250
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£
Q
200
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x (m) 150
uploaded traces
X _removed trace(s)
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frequency (Hz) compute:
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verbose
show/save 3D spectrum s
resample to &ms (125Hz} showdata | | cleandsta || save data & geometry clear save spectrum e ey s CeEzie [tkanaysis  compute:
Rayleigh-wave dispersion www.winmasw.com
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=Q= picking
450 1 == = minimum-distance model i .
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400 T
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= Ray
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Rayleigh wave dispersion file: ESACdcORIGINAL.cdp
HIV curve: 16STEI-2-HVSR.hv

Vs30 (minimum-distance model): 183 m/s

Vs30 (mean model): 185 m/s

frequency (Hz)
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RPM analysis

The RPM (Rayleigh-wave Particle Motion) frequency curves were introduced in the
"Analysis of Rayleigh-Wave Particle Motion from Active Seismics" paper (BSSA, Dal
Moro et al., 2017).

The RPM frequency-offset surface is the so-to-speak extension of the RPM frequency
curve in case we are dealing with multi-offset data.

The RPM frequency-offset surface is a further "object" that can be analyzed in order to
infer further information about the subsurface conditions and the seismic hazard (see also
the role of strong motion rotations in the response of structures near earthquake faults -
Trifunac 2009, Soil Dynam. Earthquake Eng., 29 382-393).

In the "joint analysis of Surface Waves" panel, you must upload the datasets of the Z
(vertical) and R (radial) components of Rayleigh waves (so the ZVF+RVF or ZEX+REX
files).

Data acquisition for the analysis of the RPM (frequency-offset) surface

The RPM analysis necessarily requires the acquisition of both the vertical and
radial components of Rayleigh waves.

This can be accomplished by adopting an acquisition setting like the one shown the
figure (two seismic cables: one with n vertical geophones and a second cable with
n horizontal geophones, set radially with respect to the source).

Rayleigh Waves

Simultaneous Joint Acquisition of the Vertical (Z) and Radial (R) Components

f.._l_l_l—l—‘—‘—l—-l—l—.—l

seismograph

® Z (vertical) geophone == R (horizontal/radial) geophone \

This way you will simultaneously acquire both the components.

But you can also decide to acquire the data in two steps (this is for instance
necessary in case you have only 12 channels): first you use the vertical geophones
and acquire the Z component, and then you change the geophones and acquire
the radial (R) component. In other words the acquisition of the two components
does not have to be simultaneous.
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Once you have uploaded and possibly cleaned a bit the data, with the "RPM offset-freq"
button you will compute the RPM frequency-offset surface of the uploaded data.

Please notice that the novelty of this technique(s) definitely requires some training (that
we provide during our workshops).

Here an example [the dataset is clearly about the Z (vertical) and R (radial) components]:

First component (Rayleigh) modelling 2
1. Input first compenent (Raylelg, 556 general settings.
STTTI1TT1 [7] dataser: ZvF-spectrum.mat o Ret
sampling: 2ms [500Hz] - 451 sampies -
minimum offset 4 m 700 Em\lmndymves.
} | gecphon ing:3m HA/ (surface wa.
) fipdata cut  spectrogram  zeroMip 0 [ Retraction 02
3 E 600
» 1 select data E Vsv Anis. i
) || Cachwats > ms) O qwy P )
» || [select | [ 60 5500 a0 [[10]] 0 |[03]]0a
»
> 1| [cancel | [save 2 130 |16 ][0 |04
> o 400
) mode separation & 19 24|/ 0 (035 2
=
{ save spectrum S 300 220 |[28 [ 0 |[o3s]] 2
) ! Aplosd speckuen 200 |[25 ][ 0 |[o35 3
0.8 { fip polarty nputcuve 200
| ZVF vert... - « 300 [(38] 0 [0as
U0 pIEK golect ..
= 350 |44 [0 |[03] 8
10 20 30 40 5 60 70 e 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40
frequency (Hz) 400 J[s0 ][ o [[o25]] 20

Second component (Rayleigh or Love) &0 100 | 0 025 100

1000 | 208][ 0 |02 ][ 0
dataset: RVF-spectrum.mat 800 TP
sampling: 2ms [500Hz) - 451 samples. o o 5
< minimum offset: 4 m <
geophone spacing: 3 m 700 Rayleigh modes. | 5
7 [Mipdata | lcut  specvogram | zeroflip - Love 5
1 selectdata £ 600 phase velocity
actvate -
1 | select | [save 3 500 refesn| | calcuate
T < [ eftactive (passive)
s
mode separation o 400 model
| e save| showM&R  upload
save spectrum =
300
PR HNChE synthetics (FVS)
input curve
1 fip polarit show DC
3 AR vickna | 200 Eﬁ "
09 ! . . | . Ll [RVRE Do/ select mode v L_w::zw
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 5 10 15 2 25 20 35 40
offset (m) e [IRPMoffsetf. Synthetics|
freauencv (Hz)
‘some tools

s reporting
15e veloc! a RPM offsetfre 2 report DC dispersion inversis on

ime lenchto visualze  |done | cut Gecimate) [t Phase velocly speck B ([ 24] voce gy www.winmasw.com 40 | max depm
goup velocty spectra | | Rayleighwave PM | || 21 freq (Hz) report S8 dispersion + RPM..

We here must assume that the polarity of your data is the correct one (see the "Polarity of
the geophones"” box later on).

By clicking the "RPM offset-freq" button (in the lower/central part of the panel), you will
obtain the RPM frequency curves for each offset and the RPM offset-freq surface:

Field Data: RPM frequency curves Field Data: RPM surface
T T T T T T

Retrograde [+1]

correlation

correlation

Prograde [-1]

20 25

40 offset (m)
frequency (Hz) frequency (Hz)

Such a "surface" can be analyzed together with dispersion data of the two (Z and R)
considered components.

In the "forward modelling" approach (i.e. by manually modifying the model parameters (in
the right part of the panel), you can compute the synthetic spectra of the Z and R
components and, having computed the RPM surface of the field data (such an operation
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will automatically activate the "RPM" option in the "synthetics (FVS)" group [lower/right
part of the panel]), the synthetic RPM as well.

This way you can "visually" verify the overall consistency of your tentative model.

If you find a model which is "good but not great", you can save it ("save model") and use
it as starting model to optimize in the "Joint inversion of Rayleigh waves (disp + RPM)"
panel (see next paragraph).

After playing a bit with the model, if you end up with an overall consistency such as the
one shown in the next two figure, it means that your model is good enough (i.e., your
model generates synthetic data which are very close to the observed one).

First component (Rayleigh)  modelling

1. rput first component (Raykigh)
O

time (s)

L Nl
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 2 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40
s cancel
offset (m) frequency (Hz)

Second component {Rayleigh of Love) 8 1
minimumdistance.mod

fipdata | | cut| | spectogram | | zerofip

st data
aciva
sekct | [ zave
cancel

mace separaticn

08 1o polrty

09 | | | RVF:her g
10 20 30 40 50 60 70
offset (m)

solactmade v
save cancel 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40
freauency (Hz)

s
ot & repartng
oot B : report dsparsionivecsion
e fnath tovisusize (sec) | 9009 ||t decmate | fitee Pase Lo et RPM offeet g, 24 Jwion TR Www.winmasw.com 40 maxdepn
goup velocity specta Rayisch wave PAY 21 freqir) repori 5 dsparsan + RPM v

Synth Data - RPM surface
Retrograde [+1]

0.5 -

correlation
o
correlation

-0.5 -

40

. 20 e "0
. 7 Prograde [-1]
ffset
frequency (Hz) 40 offset (m) frequency (Hz) 40 offset (m)

In fact, you can clearly see the overall congruency of the field and synthetic data
(incidentally, in this case, you can clearly see that, for frequencies higher than about 5Hz,
this site determines a strongly prograde motion of the Rayleigh waves).
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On the other side, it is equally clear that the bad consistency obtained in the following
case (see next two figures) is the evidence that the subsurface model is not the "right"
one (the difference between the field and synthetic data is definitely too large).

First component (Rayleigh)
1. input first compenent (Raylegh) minimumdistance.mod
[ :

20 25
frequency (Hz) s |[ 18
Second component (Rayleigh or Love) 408

2. Input second component minimumdistance.mod

25 30 40

save cancel 20
freauency (Hz)

0 0 70
! es
s0me tosls feporiDC reporting - =
oy pacr "M o soarsionieesion
e ot tosisumize (sec) | G009 |Gt desrste [t FARER R iy SELIEAR | [0 ] v oy www.winmasw.com 40 maxcepn
group velacity specra Rayiigh wave P 21 freq(kz) report S8 dspersian + REM inv.

offset (m)

Field Data - RPM surface Synth Data - RPM surface

* il

Retrograde [+1]

correlation
correlation

40 S 40
10 g e
20 . 20
30 o Prograde [-1]
40 offset (m) frequency (Hz) 40 offset (m)

frequency (Hz)

Important: the polarity of the geophones

In order to properly process the data (thus get the right RPM surface) it is clearly
crucial to know the polarity of your vertical and horizontal geophones and properly
orientate the horizontal ones (about the polarity we fundamentally adopted the same
convention used by Prof. Herrmann).

It is in fact clear that if you rotate your horizontal geophones by 180°, you will end up
with a different (reversed) RPM surface (so, in order to get the right data, you must
know the theory behind and the characteristics of your equipment).

Please notice that we can provide tested geophones (together with our Holi
acquisition system [see our web site - www.holisurface.com]).
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Joint ("automatic") inversion: ZVF+RVF (FVS approach) + RPM surface

The "Joint inversion of Rayleigh waves (disp + RPM)" panel allows the uploading of the
two (Z and R) velocity spectra (we do not deal with dispersion curves!) and the RPM
surface for the automatic inversion.

Please, notice that this sort of inversion (involving the FVS approach, i.e.
the creation of synthetic traces/data) it is necessary a very good CPU (the
software relies on the parallel computing).

For details see the “System requirements” section of this manual.

We then upload the three "object" that we want to (automatically) invert:

| 4 winMASW® - Joint Inversion of RVSR, RPM or HVSR jointly with Vertical & Radial Components of Rayleigh-Wave Dispersion a2 o X

o E*L®0wH ~
input data data & search space
1. input vertical-component spectrum ; i velocity spectrum (ZVF-spectrum) Field DataRayleighParicleMotion-2.9354-40.1174Hz.RPM
1 9558| min
2. input radial-component spectrum
1

~
o
S

Vertical Force (VF) ~

correlation

array length (m): | &5

600

number of layers & constrains
option#1 option#2

velocity (m/s)
o
8
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I}
5]

il small S5 starting model

w
=1
1S3

70 | max Poisson variability (%)

40

8 | kfactor

20
frequency(Hz)

offset (m)
5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 10

frequency (Hz)

velocity spectrum (RVF-spectrum)

genetic menu & computational load
40 number of individuals/models

90 | number of generations

smart | computational detail

velocity (m/s)

outputting
outputfolder | | 2

RUN

5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40
www.winmasw.com frequency (Hz)

We must then fix the "search space" starting from a model that you were previously
working with in the "forward modelling" section (see previous paragraph) and, once you
fix the inversion parameters /(basically the number of individuals/models and the number
of generations) and the depth down to which you want to plot the final models (by default
such a value is fixed to 2/3 - two thirds - of the array length), you can eventually launch
the inversion process (RUN button).
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4 WinMASW® - Join Inversion of RVSR, RPM or HVSR jointly with Vertical & Radial Compenents of Rayleigh-Wave Dispersion
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The final outcome can be summarized in the following snapshots (and the

report file).

Plot reporting the input data:

Vertical [Z] (black) and Radial [R] (red) field traces
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The 3 "most important” final models (minimum global, minimum distance, mean model):
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offset (m)

the most important ones are the minimum-distance model and the mean one (obtained as
mean/average model of all the Pareto-front models)

Brief statistical analysis about the Vs30 values of the Pareto-front models:

Pareto front model(s)
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Useless to underline that this sort of analyses can be proficiently performed only after a
sufficiently-serious training on both some theoretical and practical aspects.
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Vs vertical profiles of the final "best models": if the Vs profiles are sufficiently similar, it
means that the data were good and the inversion procedures was properly set up.

vertical Vs profile

0 T T T T
—global GA model
minimum-distance model
5 | |=Dbest vertical component
——Dbest radial component
best RPM component
10 b | |==—=mean model
—— Pareto models
15 T
20 [

depth (m)
N
(&)
I

30 -
35
40
45 -
E——— critical depth [(2/3)*array length]
50 | | | l

200 400 600 800 1000
V8 (m/s)

Please visit regularly our web site and social media (facebook and youtube)
to keep up to date with our case studies, video tutorials etc.
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RVSR analysis

In winMASW® Academy, together with the RPM curves, you also obtain the RVSR
(Radial-to-Vertical Spectral Ratio) curves for all the offsets (see for instance the "Shear-
wave velocity profiling according to three alternative approaches: a comparative case
study" paper).

Recommendations:

1) to analyze the RVSR you need to use vertical and horizontal geophones with the same
response curve;

2) ideally, the acquisition of the Z (vertical) and R (radial) components is accomplished
simultaneously (see scheme reported below); in case you want to acquire the two
components separately (e.g. first the Z and then the R component), please use a large
value for the stack (not less than 8) and try to use the same force for all the shots.

Rayleigh Waves

Simultaneous Joint Acquisition of the Vertical (Z) and Radial (R) Components

® 8 __0o W [ ] e e _o o o6 O
seismograph |

2—-—-—————-——-—-—-—-—-—-—-—

® Z (vertical) geophone == R (horizontal/radial) geophone
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Example#l

800

dataset: ZVF sp.mat (resampled)
sampling: ms [1000Hz] - 601 samples
minimum offset: 3 m
0.1 geophone spacing: 3 m
> ) fipdeta | [cut | | spectrogram || zeroftip T 600
02 5 select data £
— Girh 2
e s
re select 60 k=l
203 T
E cancel | | save 4
= o
5 &
04 mods separaion 8
a
save specirun
upload spectrum
0.5
fip porty 0D
ZVF: vert, g picking
0.6 auto pick | seiect m...
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35
save cancel
offset (m)
o 800
dataset: RVFsp.mat (resampled)
5 ‘sampling: ms [1000Hz] - 601 samples
minimum offset: 3 m
700
01 geophone spacing: 3 m
fipdeta | cut | | spectrogram | | zeroltp
= % 600
02 select data £
_ adivale: % 500
@
e select || save 8
E cancel g 400
mode separation b4
04 £
save spectrum a 300
upload spectrum
05 T
flip polarity e
0.6 MG - ‘select mode
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35
offset (m) save cancel
some basic (cleaning) tools
timelengih to visusize (sec) |show] [t _decinats | ier race
N | rovechwaern | |17 | weati
Field Data: RPM frequency curves
1
———

correlation
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first component (Rayleigh) modelling 2

start.mod
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frequency (Hz)

second component (Rayleigh or Love)
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frequency (Hz)

RPM
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Field Data: RPM surface
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0.1
0.2 J
Z
@03
£
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0.5
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5 10 15 20 25 30 35
offset (m)
0
0.1
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‘m- 03
E
0.4
05
06
0 5 10 15 2 2 30 35
offset (m)

‘some basic (cleaning) tools

time lengthto visualize (sec)

show || cut

decinate

fiter

Example#2

dataset: ZUF sp.mal (resampled)
‘sampling: ms [1000H2) - 601 samples
minimurm offset: 3 m

geophone spacing: 3m

first component (Rayleigh) modelling

start.mod

0| Ref.deptn

IR (oosty waves)
CIHw (surtace waves)
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7

general settinge:

activate %‘ s G5 (m) PO
select B0 o 64 7 o 036 042
s
cancel save ; 124 " 0 0247 038
2
mode separation = 181 | 12 0 | |0488 125
&
Savelspecii) 158 15 o0 0498 17
R0l input eurve
IV vert g v picking 187 14 0 043 235
auto pick | select m... v 5 10 15 20 25 30 194 25 0 | 0494 556
frequency (Hz) @ |[2 ][ o o] [0
second component (Rayleigh or Love) 425 | 52 | o || 045 | 1057
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‘sampling: 1ms [1000Hz] - 601 samples 543 108 o 0457
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Brief introduction

The actual and main problems of the estimation of the site effects are:

1. Many of the Vs profiles used are significantly incorrect (because are based on
interpreted single-component data);

2. The probabilistic approach (PSHA) used to select the input earthquakes is strongly
criticized by a large part of the scientific community.

Given these bottom-line problems, it is completely useless to try to be exceedingly
“sophisticate” about secondary aspects such as, for instance, the G/Go curves and so on.
Always consider the warning by Matthew (the Gospel according to Matthew, 23-24): "You
blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel. "

So, please, consider that the first two problems to face and properly solve are:

1. define an accurate subsurface model from the joint analysis of Rayleigh + Love +
HVSR (see our recommended procedures)

2. define the input quakes in a professional way (see e.g. Fasan et al., 2016).

Here few further reasons why not to waste too much energy on insignificant aspects:

1. response spectra are defined for a SDOF (Single Degree Of Freedom) model, which is
a first approximation valid only for buildings with a very simple behavior;

2. the damping factor of the structure (usually monolithically fixed at 5%) is a further
guestion mark (i.e., a variable). Trying to vary the damping of the structure from, for
example, 3 to 7% you can see how it also has a weight in determining the final response
spectra. To realize how much the damping of a structure can vary in relation to the
amplitude of the input, see for example Naito & Ishibashi (1996).

3. the Q factors (damping) of the subsurface model are difficult to estimate (and lab tests
often provide values that cannot be easily attributed to large-scale structures).

It is therefore recommended to do everything that can and should be done in order to get
the real point, without wasting time in negligible secondary aspects.

Among the several misconceptions often adopted while assessing the so-called
site effects, we can recall that the idea that the HVSR curve represents the so-
called site amplification is erroneous. This is known both from theoretical
considerations as well as from experimental data. You should give a look, for instance, to
the article by Perron et al. (2018) where the actual amplification obtained from the SSR is
compared with the HVSR (see figure here below).

As you can see, the difference is huge.
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N6 P6

—HVSR 12— HVSR
6 w—SSR =SSR
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2 4
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o
o0 =~ N

Two types of quakes (and spectral shapes)

Depending on the characteristics of the earthquakes characterizing the
local seismotectonic regime, the EC8 considers two types of sources:
*Type 1-High and moderate seismicity regions (Ms > 5.5)
*Type 2-Low seismicity regions (Ms < 5.5) [near field earthquakes]

Depending on the chosen regime, the spectral shapes change (please,
refer to your local national regulations).

Quality factors and damping
Always remember to properly set the quality factors (Q) of your model. A
simple rule of thumb is that, roughly speaking, the Qs factors are approximately

equal to the Vs values divided by a factor that can vary from about 10 to 15 (in
the software this factor is called K factor). Also remember that:

D=1/2Q

The damping value (D) is usually expressed as a percentage; therefore such a
value is multiplied by 100.
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How the site effect panel works (in brief)

The determination of the local site effects (and computation of the response spectra)
requires the following three steps to be accomplished very carefully:

1) accurate (non-ambiguous) determination of the Vs profile down to the bedrock
2) determination of a series of "reference quakes" at the local bedrock

3) simulation of the shaking effect and computation of the Response Spectra

Errors in the Vs profile and/or in the chosen reference inevitably lead to the definition of

inaccurate or erroneous response spectra.

With respect to point #2, we recommend you to attend our workshops and/or read the
specialized literature. The issues related to quake generation/selection is rather complex
- see the debate on the correctness of the probabilistic approach (PSHA - Probabilistic
Seismic Hazard Assessment) compared with the physical approach (NDSHA -
NeoDeterministic Seismic Hazard Assessment). The fundamental difference is that the
reference quakes are chosen according to a “probabilistic scheme” in the first case while
modelled according to the regional seismotectonic regime in the second case.

The quakes that you will decide to upload for the computation of the final Response
Spectra are your responsibility (WinMASW® / HoliSurface® does not generate them) and

should be chosen according to scientific considerations and/or your national regulation.

In short terms:

1) determine an accurate Vs (and Qs) profile through the joint analysis of seismic
data possible with winMASW® / HoliSurface®

2) In the Site Response panel, upload the obtained subsurface model together with
the HVSR curve

3) Upload the “reference quakes” (i.e. the acceleration at the local bedrock) following
the “line” that your national regulation suggests [be aware of the differences
between the PSHA and the NDSHA approaches]

4) Compute the site response (“Compute site response” button in the lower right

corner)

In the following are described the parameters to set up.
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Setting the parameters

Once defined the right Vs profile (which must be consistent with all the available data)
you can access to the panel by clicking the Site Response button:

input curve ?
Site Response

picking
? show f-k
auto picking
dispersion curves

select mode >

1o select the last
point of the
considered mode
click the right button

save picking ?

cancel picking

inversion
joint D+HV inv.

INMasw.com

The following panel will show up:

By default, the model uploaded is the one active in the moment you click the "Site
Response" button, but it can be modified by uploading a different (previously-saved)
model by clicking the "input subsurface model" button.

2021-07-08_11-37_mean.hw
upkad HVER surve 1
03 |
jplosd subsurtecs mods! o8
E
0 startmod 55
o
a4
@
50
32
- ol— ! i
E100 1 2 4 8
= frequency (Hz)
= quency (Hz)
3
150 upisad ampication eurve
200
—— N
[Lat: 46.095405 - Long: 13.478538] 0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500
Vg (m/s)
Some reference response spectra
e
Epe—,
sz -
T [ERT——. 1, input quake(s) 2. Site Effect and Response Spectra
2| numbor of hander inex D I
ShOW MUAMIDIS FeSPONSS SPACIA  OPIA CUITANT folder vz [ weit e, xciomton = Bullding Damping (%) 5
cuakels) ou e
D | o et [wtos  notes

www.winmasw.com 9 spectral smaothing %)
0071 dfin soconds) i [ ——
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Parameters to set up:

reference depth (m)

Depth of the foundation of the building (output results are computed while considering
such a depth as the free surface).

"input quake(s)"

Specify the unit of measurements (m/s? or cm/s?).
Fix the number of header lines in the data (accelerograms) you are going to upload.
You can upload two kinds of time series:
1) with two columns the first one represents the time (in seconds), the second one
the accelerations)
2) with just one column (just the accelerations)

In_case you have only the acceleration column (this is the case of the format used by
REXEL LITE), you must specify the sampling interval (in_seconds). You can find the
sampling interval in the header lines (for instance “SAMPLING_INTERVAL_S: 0.005000”
means that the sampling intervals is 5 ms, i.e. 0.005 s).

Also fix the smoothing to apply while processing the spectra.

In the following are reported some examples of possible file formats. Fixing the correct
parameters is clearly crucial.
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Example#l

Example of acceleration history/file with no header line (header value: 0) and
acceleration expressed in m/s”"2:

0.0000000e+000 0.0000000e+000
5.0000000e-003 -3.2748000e-004
1.0000000e-002 -6.6074000e-004
1.5000000e-002 -6.6930000e-004
2.0000000e-002 -6.7780000e-004
2.5000000e-002 -6.8632000e-004
3.0000000e-002 -6.9493000e-004
3.5000000e-002 -7.0372000e-004
4.0000000e-002 -7.1276000e-004
4.5000000e-002 -7.2215000e-004
5.0000000e-002 -7.3195000e-004

1. input quake(s)

0 number of header lines

m/ish2 v | Unit time, acceleration £

input quake(s) show quake(s)

8 | spectral smoothing (%)

0.01 | dt(in seconds)

Example#2

In case, for instance, the first line would report the site name and the second its
coordinates (or any other information), we should indicate "2" header lines.

Berlin
52°31'00"N 13°2320"E
0.0000000e+000 0.0000000e+000
5.0000000e-003 -3.2748000e-004
1.0000000e-002 -6.6074000e-004
1.5000000e-002 -6.6930000e-004
2.0000000e-002 -6.7780000e-004
2.5000000e-002 -6.8632000e-004
3.0000000e-002 -6.9493000e-004
3.5000000e-002 -7.0372000e-004
4.0000000e-002 -7.1276000e-004
4.5000000e-002 -7.2215000e-004

1. input quake(s)

2 number of header lines

m/ish2 v unit time, acceleration e

input quake(s) show quake(s)

8 | spectral smoothing (%)

0.01 | dt(in seconds)
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Example#3 [REXEL lite]

In this case we have 64 header lines, just one column with the accelerations, the
accelerations expressed in cm/s”*2 and the sampling interval equal to 5 ms

EVENT_NAME: CENTRAL_ITALY

EVENT_ID: EMSC-20161030_0000029

EVENT_DATE_YYYYMMDD: 20161030

EVENT_TIME_HHMMSS: 064018

EVENT_LATITUDE_DEGREE: 42.8322
EVENT_LONGITUDE_DEGREE: 13.1107

EVENT_DEPTH_KM: 9.2

HYPOCENTER_REFERENCE: INGV-CNT_Seismic_Bulletin
MAGNITUDE_W: 6.5

MAGNITUDE_W_REFERENCE: INGV-webservice

MAGNITUDE_L: 6.1

MAGNITUDE_L_REFERENCE: INGV-CNT_Seismic_Bulletin
FOCAL_MECHANISM: NF

NETWORK: IT

STATION_CODE: MMO

STATION_NAME: Montemonaco

STATION_LATITUDE_DEGREE: 42.899300
STATION_LONGITUDE_DEGREE: 13.326800
STATION_ELEVATION_M: 1030

LOCATION:

SENSOR_DEPTH_M: 0.0

VS30_M/S:

SITE_CLASSIFICATION_ECS: A*
MORPHOLOGIC_CLASSIFICATION:

EPICENTRAL_DISTANCE_KM: 19.2
EARTHQUAKE_BACKAZIMUTH_DEGREE: 247.2
DATE_TIME_FIRST_SAMPLE_YYYYMMDD_HHMMSS: 20161030_064005.480
DATE_TIME_FIRST_SAMPLE_PRECISION: milliseconds
SAMPLING_INTERVAL_S: 0.005000

NDATA: 12000

DURATION_S: 60.000

STREAM: HGN

UNITS: cm/s”2

INSTRUMENT: sensor = Unknown [Unknown] | digitizer = Unknown [Unknown]
INSTRUMENT_ANALOG/DIGITAL: D
INSTRUMENTAL_FREQUENCY_HZ:

INSTRUMENTAL_DAMPING:

FULL_SCALE_G:

N_BIT_DIGITAL_CONVERTER:

PGA_CM/S"2: -185.085632

TIME_PGA_S: 22.245000

BASELINE_CORRECTION: BASELINE REMOVED

FILTER_TYPE: BUTTERWORTH

FILTER_ORDER: 2

LOW_CUT_FREQUENCY_HZ: 0.050

HIGH_CUT_FREQUENCY_HZ: 30.000
LATE/NORMAL_TRIGGERED: NT

DATABASE_VERSION: DYNA 1.0

HEADER_FORMAT: DYNA 1.2

DATA_TYPE: ACCELERATION

PROCESSING: manual (Paolucci et al., 2011)
DATA_TIMESTAMP_YYYYMMDD_HHMMSS: 20170711_162914.567
DATA_LICENSE: CC-BY3_0-IT (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/deed.en)
DATA_CITATION: Luzi L, Puglia R, Russo E & ORFEUS WG5 (2016). Engineering Strong Motion
Database. Istituto Nazionale di Geofisica e Vulcanologia, Observatories & Research Facilities for
European Seismology. doi: 10.13127/ESM
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DATA_CREATOR: ESM working group

ORIGINAL_DATA_MEDIATOR_CITATION: Ufficio Rischio Sismico e Vulcanico del Dipartimento
della Protezione Civile (http://www.protezionecivile.gov.it/)

ORIGINAL_DATA_MEDIATOR: Rete Accelerometrica Nazionale - RAN Download
(http://www.motl.it/randownload/)

ORIGINAL_DATA CREATOR_CITATION: Italian Strong Motion Network, Italian Civil Protection
Department http://www.protezionecivile.gov.it

ORIGINAL_DATA_ CREATOR: network: IT (ltalian Strong Motion Network); owner: Dipartimento
Della Protezione Civile

USER1: /home/dyna/processing-itaca/processing.py
Ivarlwwwi/processing//tmp/Lucia//IT.MMO..HGE.D.20161030.064018.X.ACC.ASC
Ivariwwwi/processing//tmp/Lucia//IT.MMO..HGN.D.20161030.064018.X.ACC.ASC
Ivar/www/processing//tmp/Lucia//IT.MMO..HGZ.D.20161030.064018.X.ACC.ASC --tmp
Ivarflwww/processing//tmp/Lucia/ --le 0.050 --he 30.000 --In 0.050 --hn 30.000 --1z 0.050 --hz
30.000 --fo 2 --ca -10 --cz 130 --ta 5 --tz 5 --mf 1 --rf 0.005 --tr NT

USER?2:

USER3:

USERA4:

USERS:

0.000000

0.033719

0.067431

0.067420

0.067407

0.067392

0.067376

0.067357

0.067337

0.067316

0.067292

Therefore you will you have to fix the following parameters:
Number of header lines: 64

Unit: cm/s”2 (see header lines)

Data format: just acceleration (one column)

dt (sampling interval in seconds): 0.005 (see header lines)

1. input quake(s)

64 '« number of header lines

cm/sh2 ~  unit acceleration ~

input quake(s) show quake(s)

8 spectral smoothing (%)

J.005 dt (in seconds)
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ag (g) [peak acceleration in Earth gravity unit]

In the PSHA approach, the quakes are normalized/scaled to the peak acceleration value
defined by your national regulations. Such a peak value depends on the kind of building
you are considering and on the chosen return period.

If you specify an ag value higher than zero, the input acceleration (which must be in m/s?
or cm/s?) are scaled so that the maximum acceleration of each quake is equal to the
specified ag value (which is in g - earth gravity - unit).

In case you do not want to scale (i.e. modify the amplitudes) your quakes (as for instance
in the NDSHA approach), just let zero (0) the ag value.

building damping (%)
Response Spectra are computed while considering such a damping value.
Usually the value is fixed to 5% but the structural engineer might ask for a different value
which better expresses the characteristics of the building under study (see e.g. Naito and
Ishibashi, 1996).

reference depth (m)

It is the depth where you want to compute the site effects. In simple terms: in case the
foundation level of the building is for instance at 1 m from the surface, you should put 1.
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For Italian users following the PSHA: defining the ag Tc & FO parameters

1) upload a georeferenced photo [see button in the upper left corner of the panel]

P1_20210709_113658.jpg
Altitude: 190 m

Lat: 46 5 43.4562N

Long: 13 28 427369E
Lat: 46.0954045000000007803465 N

Long: 13.4785380277777768753822 E

E
3
U
3
il
T
E
c
3
3
3
3

2) fix the return time [tempo di ritorno], which depends on the structure you are going
to assess and the local regulations

3) click the “compute spectral parameters” button so to obtain the ag Tc and FO
values necessary for the computation of the final response spectra (based on the
PSHA approach).

[Lat: 46.095405 - Long: 13.478538]
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Italian National Grid [a0 values - g units]
bk b .
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An old example

Please, notice that several data/spectra are reported both as a function of frequency and
period. As usual, all the figures are automatically saved in the working folder.

4 HoliSurface® & winMASW® - Site Response — X
u \1‘6 %.ﬂ:" “\ N »
input subsurface model 0
1 reference depth (m) j.I—‘—'\_
50
input quake(s) =
£ 100
input quake(s)  show quake(s) =
ms'2 v unit 53
hel
10  smoothing (%) 150
0 | number of header lines
00
0.208 ag (g) peak acceleration £
5 | Building Damping (%) —
0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200

Vs (m/s)

www.winmasw.com verbose | compute site response |

Uploaded quakes (with their original amplitudes):

Original Input quake(s)
T T

T
——000055xa_record
——000368xa_record

004674xa_record
4 — ——004675xa_record |
—006332xa_record
007142ya_record

S

i e

N

acelleration [same unit as input]
o

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
time (s)
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Uploaded Vs model, modelled HVSR (from surface and body waves) together with the
SH-wave transfer function [often improperly considered the “amplification curve”] and, in
the lower right corner, the amplitude spectra at the chosen reference depth (see
“reference depth (m):” in the main panel):

Vs model [Ref. depth: 1 m]
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Normalized quakes (time series are multiplied so that the maximum value is set equal to
the specified ag value — standard PSHA approach), FFT of the input quakes (normalized)
as a function of both frequency and period, amplitude spectra at the reference depth:
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Response spectra at the reference depth (in this case 1 m from the surface) as a
function of the frequency (linear and logarithmic scales).

Pseudo-Acceleration Response Spectrum [linearinear scale] Pseudo-Acceleration Response Spectrum [log-log scale]

25

[N
T
-
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wn

Pseudo Acceleration (g)
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o
o
T
e,

2 4 6 8 10 12 14 186 18 20
frequency (Hz) frequency (Hz)

Response spectra at the reference depth (in this case 1 m from the surface) as a
function of the period (linear and logarithmic scales).

Spectrum [log-log scale]

Pseudo-Acceleration Response Spectrum [linear-linear scale] Pseudo-A I ion Resp

25
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Pseudo Acceleration (g)

Pseudo Acceleration (g)

period (s)

The response spectra are automatically saved as ASCII files in the working folder with file
names that clearly indicate the content:

All_Response_Spectra_Frequency.txt
All_Response_Spectra_Period.txt
Mean_Response_Spectrum_Frequency.txt
Mean_Response_Spectrum_Period.txt
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The following snapshot reports an example of the verey final figure summarizing the main
facts (from another site/silutation). Each plot clearly reports the meaning/labels of the
shown curves/functions.

Vg model [Ret. depth: 1 m] Ag (g): 0.15931; damping: 5% _ observed and modelled HVSR @ surface

—test#1 | == experimental HYSR
model [Surface Waves] [a: 0.2]

depth (m)
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o o o ©
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Shown:

1) the Vs and Qs values of the upload model,

2) the uploaded and modelled HVSR curves [upper right graph];

3) the SH-wave transfer function [red line] together with the uploaded and modelled
[according to both surface and SH waves] HVSR curves;

4) the response spectra for all the uploded input quakes together with the mean curve
and the regularized one (see “spectra regularization” box in the next pages) [central

upper plot].
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Site Response in the recent releases of winMASW® Academy & HoliSurface®

Once the correct Vs profile has been obtained (a model can be considered correct only if
it is in agreement with multi-component data — see all the examples shown in this
manual), click the "Site Response" button and access the Site Response tool.

In case you click the “Site Response” button from the analysis panels, the subsurface
model and the HVSR curve are automatically uploaded but it is possible to (re)upload
both ("upload subsurface model" and "upload HVSR curve" buttons in the Site Response
panel).

Remember that by simply hovering the mouse over a button, a brief description/help
shows up.

Sequence to follow:

The first three operations can be performed only by Italian users (since, so far, the table
data are available only for Italy). In case you are working in a different country, you must
set the ag, Tc and FO value by yourself (following your national building codes).

1) Optional but recommended: upload the georeferenced photo [button "photo
[recommended]" top left] so that the software can automatically obtain the latitude and
longitude [alternatively, if you do not have a georeferenced photo, enter these values
manually];

vww.HoliSurface

GOPR6885.JPG

Altitude: 71,756 m

Lat: 45 53 52507 N

Long: 13 23 STA204E

Lat: 45.8979185099722218980423 N

Long: 13.3992026000000006291657 E

U
3
i
:
3
3
3
3

2) set the value of the return time (which depends on the type of work under study);

3) Click the "compute spectral parameters” button (top left), thanks to which we will
obtain the parameters (ag, Tc and FO) used for the following operations;

www.WinMASW.com - Shaping Seismic Solutions


http://www.winmasw.com/

winMASW® 277
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www.winmasw.com

Spectral parameters determined on the basis of the site (latitude and longitude)
and return time. So far this operation can be done automatically only for Italian
users. For studies outside the Italian territory, the ag, Tc and FO parameters need
to be fixed manual (based on the values tabled the local national building codes).

4) Now, after checking the correctness ag, Tc and FO parameters, you can upload the
reference earthquakes (referred to the local bedrock) [use the "input quakes" button in
the "1. Input quake(s)" group box];

We are now ready for the final computation: click the "compute site response"” button
in the "2. Site effect and Response Spectra” group of the panel.
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An example of what you get in the end:

Vg model [Ref. depth: 1 m] Ag (g): 0.15931; damping: 5%

) gbsewad and mpdellsd HVSR @‘surf.acu.

—testi1 == experimental HYSR
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Seismic Response Spectra and computation of the SH wave transfer function (red curve
in the bottom right plot - this curve is usually improperly considered as the amplification
curve). In this case the foundation (reference) depth was 1 m.

Note how the response spectrum/a is/are also provided after regularisation (see
box in the following pages).

regularized spectrum

FO: 3.4174 0.6
; §os
g Td: 1.6696 b
A @ 04
] _ 8
E Tc: 0.42609 $ 0.3
2 =
3 Th: 0.14203 302
3 2
3 0.1
amax: 0.17079
0 ‘ ‘ |
0 0.5 1 1.5 2
T[s]

Some 'guidelines’ require that such simulations are carried out for a number of so-
called limit states which depend on the structure we are considering. The specific limit
state can be reported in the 'notes' field so that it appears in the legend of the
obtained plots. For details refer to your national building codes.
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Some relevant notes

In case you do not upload any quake, the tool will provide you just the outcomes shown in
the following snapshot, i.e. the uploaded and modelled HVSR curves and the SH-wave
transfer function. Compare the following snapshot with the one shown in the previous
page (obtained while having uploaded a series of quakes).

Vs model [Ref. depth: 1 m]

200 www.winmasw.com
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As a matter of fact, the SH-wave transfer function does not represent what happens
during a real earthquake since the actual wave phenomena are much more complex and
depends on the kinds of quakes, the azimuth with respect to the source and much more.
The wave distortion due to the local site effects are different for the body and surface
waves (and, clearly, the SH-wave transfer function cannot consider the surface waves -
see Bowden and Tsai, 2017);

Remember that the final accuracy of the obtained response spectra depends on the
accuracy of two key parameters:

=>» the subsurface model (Vs and Qs values — these latter determine the attenuation)
=>» the accuracy of the input (reference) quakes [i.e. the quakes at the local bedrock]

You should also always consider that the “unknown variables” are innumerable and it is
therefore pretty naive to put too much emphasis on singular/specific aspects. So just be
sure that your Vs (and Qs) model is well constrained and invest some of your time in
studying all the problems and ambiguities of the PSHA approach (i.e. on the way you
choose the reference quakes).

If you attend a course/lecture/workshop about the computation of the local site effect (and

the response spectra) be careful and try to understand whether it is a serious course
about the physics of the considered wave phenomena or if it is a meeting about the
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national regulations about it. This is a crucial point: do they want to teach you how
seismic waves propagates (and modify their amplitudes) or do they want to tell you the
“‘legal” aspects and the “practical steps” to perform in order to obtain some curve to sell to
your final client without let you understand what and why from a scientific point of view?
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SPECTRA REGULARIZATION
regularized spectrum

FO: 18.0927 157
Td: 1.6335
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3
3
3
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The final mean response spectrum is also “regularized” so to obtain the standard FO, Td, Tc, Tb
and amax Values. This is done according to the schemes presented in:

Newmark N.M. and Hall W.J., 1982. Earthquake spectra and design. EERI Research Report,
82- 71183, 103 pp.

Italian users can also refer to:

Liberatore D. and Pagliaroli A., 2014. Verifica della sicurezza sismica dei Musei Statali.
Applicazione O.P.C.M. 3274/2003 s.m.i. e della Direttiva P.C.M. 12.10.2007. Convenzione
Arcus — DG PaBAAC Rep n. 113/2011 del 30/09/2011

Decreto n. 55 (April 24 2018) and NTC 2018 (Italian seismic regulations)

Chapter 2.5.4.3.1 of the “Indirizzi e criteri per la Microzonazione Sismica” volume of the
Dipartimento di Protezione Sismica (Editors Bramerini, Di Pasquale, Naso, Severino).

Please, note that regularization is questionable because it alters the response spectra
that you computed while considering the actual Vs profile and the input reference
guakes. It is done to facilitate the work of the engineers that are not able to consider the
actual shape of the computed response spectrum but its cogency is questionable.

Note that when the actual shape of the mean response spectrum is particularly complex
irregular and sharp, the regularized spectrum can significantly differ from the original
computed spectrum.

V2 V3
1 e NTC 2018 (C - T1) e NTC 2018 (C - T1)
A T (... . 2D Analysis === 2D Analysis
e w20 Regularised e 2D Regularised
2 ~— 1D Analysis ~ 1D Analysis
Input motion Input motion

S~
-
-

0

1 ~
Period, T [s]

Example of regularised response spectrum [continuous red line] (see the significant difference
with the Analysis [dashed red line]). From Pagliaroli et al. (2019).

1 2
Period, T [s]
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Response Spectrum [linear scales - depth: 0m]
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A further example of regularised response spectrum [green line] (see the significant
difference with the mean response spectrum obtained through the analysis [red thick

line]).

Below, a final example where the regularized spectrum is not too far from the computed
one [red thick line]: this happens cause the computed spectrum has a pretty “simple”
shape not far from the one expected on the basis of the regulation assumptions.
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Tool available in the Academy version

In both the single- and double-component analysis panels, a tool for the back-scattering
analysis is available (Back-scattering button). Such an operation is performed via fk
filtering and spectral analysis (details are illustrated during our workshops).

Through the back-scattering processing, it is possible to analyze the seismic signal in
order to identify/highlight possible backscattered energy possibly related to the presence
of inhomogenetities in the subsurface (e.g. cavities or intrusions).

In case such inhomogeneities are large enough (and not too deep) it is possible that
some Energy is “reflected” (back scattered). The analysis here described is aimed at
verify if any backscattered energy is actually present.

How deep and large must be a cavity/intrusion to be identified by the back-scattered
energy?

As a matter of fact, it is pretty impossible to provide a precise and universal answer.
Roughly speaking, we might think that we have the chance to see the back-scattered
energy only for cavities at a maximum depth of about 3-4 m and with dimensions non
smaller than a couple of meters.

This is one of those situations where it is impossible to provide general answers and
simplifications are, as usual, pretty dangerous.

It is important to underline that, unlike the analysis of the dispersion for the determination
of the Vs profile, for this kind of analyses it is important to deal with datasets with a large
number of traces (and with a small geophone spacing): 24 is the very minimum value but
48 is surely better — please, remember that in order to have a 48-trace dataset you can
use a 24-channel acquisition system and follow the procedures useful to double the
number of traces [see the “combine 2 datasets” appendix].

Once you upload your data and perform some basic and general data cleaning, through
the Back Scattering button it is possible to perform the analysis aimed at highlighting
possible backscattered energy.

In the following an example (from a synthetic dataset where a cavity is present depth of 2
m) while considering the ZVF component (if you have multi-component data the
backscattering analysis can be performed on both the components in the “Joint Analysis
of Surface Waves — Velocity Spectra, modelling etc.” panel).
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The upper plots refer to the original uploaded data. From left to right:
a) uploaded seismic traces (classical wiggle visualization);

b) uploaded seismic traces visualized according to a color scale;

c) spectral analysis trace by trace.

The lower plots refer to the same data but after the fk filtering that tends to highlight
possible back-scattered energy (with a slope opposite to the “regular one”).
You can see (red square) the position of the inhomogeneity (in this case a cavity) that
produces a “reflection” (to be more precise a back-scattering phenomenon).

In case of multi-component analyses, the same plots are reported for both the
components.

See also, for instance, the following paper:

Rahnema, H., Mirassi, S. & Dal Moro, G., 2021. Cavity effect on Rayleigh wave
dispersion and P-wave refraction. Earthq. Eng. Eng. Vib. 20, 79-88.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11803-021-2006-y
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The button "SYNTHETICS" (in the main panel) gives access to the panel to use to
generate purely synthetic datasets (via modal summation).

£ WIMANWE - Nt Taum Wavis W eyl

LI ] YR | >

faceboolk
KB T surface waves & beyond guidelines & docs

e —— Www.winmasw.com

Such a thing can be useful for at least two reasons:

1) educational goals: let you students or colleagues to play with different models and
realize how the way modes can excite (depending on the model parameters) and for the
different possible components (vertical, radial and transversal);

2) simulate specific and peculiar conditions so to define the best acquisition
parameters for a future survey according to different scenarios.

offsets (m) 6:2:56 modal summation ~ E
record time (s) L number of modes: G 8
model *
_ _ the Kk factor (see manual): 9 g
Ys (mis) Puaissan thickness (m) ln
90 0.4 0.8
the L factor (see manual): 2 lU
260 0.4 1 E
500 0.35 3 C
650 035 3 show_dispersion curves: o—
(elastic case) g
900 0.35 40 £
1300 03 50 g
1900 03 500 B
2200 02 3
HVSR: alfa value 03
upload madel save madel

phase-velocity spectrum

min. frag. 2 max freq. a6

) SNR | 21 compute synthetics
min. vel an max vel. 2200 :

In the following the list of parameters you need to define:

geometry: in the “offset” box you simply need to fix the values of the array you want to
simulate. Please note that traces do not have to be equally-spaced (see the second
example shown in the following pages).

record time: length of the synthetic data you want to compute (in seconds).
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Number of modes: number of modes to use for the generation of the synthetic traces
(generated via modal summation).

k factor: parameter used to fix the Qs from the Vs values: Qs=Vs/k [Qp values are fixed
proportionally to the Vp values]

SNR: Signal-to-Noise Ratio: if larger than 0, a certain amount of noise is added to the
data (a value around 20-22 can create data a bit more “realistic”)

o factor: amount of Love waves in the microtremor background field (0-1) [see the
section about the HVSR and the Springer 2020 book]

Example#l
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Vs and Ve model with the depth in both linear and logarithmic scale (this second option is
useful to better highlight shallow details).
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Synthetic traces and phase-velocity spectra for the three considered components: ZVF
and RVF (Rayleigh waves) and THF (Love waves).

Also shown the effective dispersion curves and the validity limits in case of passive-
data acquisitions. While the effective dispersion curves depend on the model, the
validity limits depends on the length of the array (try to modify the values so to
understand how it works). While analyzing passive data you can rely just on the data
between the two green lines (validity limits).

www.WinMASW.com - Shaping Seismic Solutions


http://www.winmasw.com/

winMASW® 289
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RPM frequency-offset surface and RVSR surface (for all the offset)
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HVSR computed for the considered velocity model

All the figures are (as always) automatically saved in the working
directory together with the model ("current_model.mod" file).
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If the "show dispersion curves" option is activated, in the next figure (where the
meaning of each curve is explained) are also shown the modal dispersion curves (for the
elastic case).

Please, note that (in agreement with the theory) the "difference" between the signals on
the velocity spectra and the elastic dispersion curves increases proportionally to the
increase of the attenuation (i.e. decreasing the quality factors): the lower the Q values,
the larger the "deviation” from the elastic case.
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In any case, the most important thing that this example allows us to understand is that in
some cases the fundamental mode can be almost completely absent in the Rayleigh-
wave data (especially along the Z component - note that along the R component the
fundamental mode appears between about 25 and 42 Hz). Therefore multi-component
analysis (possibly according to the FVS approach) is the only way to avoid
pitfalls/misinterpretations that inevitably lead to erroneous (overestimated) Vs profiles.
Love waves (THF component) is (almost always) very clear and simple to understand
and prevent us from erroneous understanding of the (more complex) Rayleigh waves.

Below the HVSR curves computed for another velocity model while considering two
different amount of Love waves in the microtremor background field (a = 0.2 and 0.5).
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Adding noise to synthetic traces

Through the SNR (Signal-to-Noise Ratio) value, it is also possible to add some white
Gaussian noise to the synthetic data (so to make them more realistic). In the following
snapshots you can see the difference between an “ideal” case (no noise) and the case
where some noise (SNR equal to 0.6) is added.

The SNR value represent the Signal-to-Noise ratio per sample in dB.
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Example#2

For this second example, we create a non-equally spaced dataset. Obtained data allow
to understand several important facts related to the actual propagation of surface waves
(we leave the study and comprehension of these data as an exercise).

affsets (m) 7 012 18 27 36 30 45 51 57 66 100
record time (s | 23335 E
number of modes: | 16 0
Vs (mis) Poisson thickness (m) U.
a e 03 the k facter (see manual): 12 ;
100 04 1 %
120 0486 3 show dispersion curves E
[modal: elastic case; effective:
450 044 5 viseo-elastic] C
350 0.44 5 g
samples pertrace 4008 3
500 03 5 ;
560 93 9 HVER: alfa value | 0.3 g
Too 02 12 g
1000 0.2 100
1800 015
synth creation, velocity spectra & HUSR
min. freq. |7 maxtieq. | ap SNR | 0 | |modalsumma.. w
save model upload model
min.vel. | g0 maxvel. | 1200 7 compute synthetics ‘

A snapshot of the main panel is automatically saved so to keep track of the adopted parameters.
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2ZVF [normalized] - 12 channels (dx=2 m; mo= 7 m)
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Demo version?

The winMASW?® application (in particular the Academy version) is a highly-sophisticated tool that,
in order to be fully and properly used, requires some training that we are glad to provide to all our
clients.

If you try to use winMASW® while keeping in mind simplistic and erroneous assumptions (for
instance about the way modes appear and disappear in a velocity spectrum - unfortunately real-
world data can be extremely counterintuitive), you risk not to catch the real point(s) that
winMASW® (with all its tools) attempts to address through the joint analysis of several "objects".

A series of video tutorials, papers and case studies are available from our web site but the best
way to learn to efficiently and jointly acquire and analyze surface waves is visiting us.

For all these reasons, no Demo version is currently provided: if you are not already fully aware of
the minimum approach we are suggesting (joint analysis of the RVF+THF+HVSR), the learning
curve might require a certain effort that most of the people do not apply while playing with a demo
version.

In fact, a demo software is something people quickly download just to have the chance to
randomly click a series of buttons without taking the trouble to study the theory necessary to
understand what we are actually doing.

You can evaluate your background by yourself answering the following questions:

1) why multi-component analysis is the only way to obtain reliable Vs profiles?

2) why using vertical geophones (alone) | cannot get the correct Vs profile?

3) do I fully understand the meaning of the RPM, FVS, ZVF, THF, RVF, RVSR, SPAC and
ESAC acronyms?

4) do | know that the HVSR has little to do with the actual site effects?

5) do I know the difference between the modal curves and the effective one?

6) do | know the difference between group and phase velocities?

7) when it's particular important the FVS analysis?

8) why P-wave refraction is pointless in case of saturated sediments?

Explanations are illustrated in detail in the books published for Elsevier (2014) and Springer
(2020), as well as in several papers (see our web site).

In some cases we are willing to analyze for you one of your datasets (please, strictly follow the
recommendations provided in our guidelines and the nomenclature illustrated in the Elsevier book
- paragraph 2.2).

"Quality is never an accident; it is always the result of intelligent effort.”
John Ruskin
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Supplied training data

A series of datasets are supplied in the “Self_Training_Data_Dissemination” folder if the
winMASW®/HoliSurface® USB stick.

Most of such data are analyzed and widely discussed in the two books we recommend to
carefully study (Elsevier 2014 and Springer 2020).

B Nome Ultima modifica Tipo Dimensione

“* An_Archaeological_Multi_Component_Active_and_Passive_dataset_Purgessimo 25/10/2021 07:34 Cartella di file
Automatic_Batch_2D_HVSR_section_data_and_projectfile 24/05/2021 20:16 Cartella di file
Dissemination_HS_Eliosoft_SummerlLab 20/12/2021 18:03 Cartella di file

" Eliosoft_Summerlab_dissemination_MASW_Z_R_RPM 21/12/2021 11:12 Cartella di file
7 Elsevier_Book_2014 24/05/2021 20:16 Cartella di file
HVSR_with_industrial AUTOREMOVAL 23/06/2021 13:42 Cartella di file

HVSR_with_LARGE_industrial 24/05/2021 20:16 Cartella di file
2 Lamporecchio_ZVF_THF_PassivelinearZ 20/12/2021 18:09 Cartella di file
** Muscat_Project 20/12/2021 17:25 Cartella di file
1] Springer_Book_2020 24/05/2021 20:16 Cartella di file
7 winMASW._Synthetics_Example 24/05/2021 20:16 Cartella di file
B ReadMe.xt 20/12/2021 18:04 Documento di tes...

The data folder in the “Self_Training_Data_Dissemination” folder: try to reproduce the analyses
and results presented.
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An old dataset for ReMi and joint analysis of Rayleigh and Love waves from
active data

Among the datasets provided in the winMASW® USB/DVD, there is a very old dataset
recorded during a workshop in Tuscany (IT) [Lamporecchio folder].
The user can play with the data so to get familiar with the joint analysis of Rayleigh and
Love data, considering that the solution is not far from the following:
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S, geophone spacing. 1 m Poisson: 0.38 0.41 0.35 0.31
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2 g B
b select | | 20 E 400
£ 08} 1 | (cancel) [save] B
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08r 200
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1k 4
I 15 30 25 a0 35 save — 5 10 15 20 25 il 35 40
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Love =
input Love data 00
— 0 dataset: Iamporacchm“ASW.or\zomal.sgy RED u:nrs): 7 U N A
trace flip o @t 10 m 700 |ve anisotropy (%): 1317 18 0
= geophone spacing. 1 m thickness (m): 2.2 3.0 8.7
02f = sampling: 0.5 ms & 600 |Rho (gricm®): 1.7 1.8 1.9 24
> A -
select data E
= 500
= 04r activate s
2 select | [save ° 400
= 06} cancel g 200
=
08r 200
picking—
1L select mode - i
10 15 20 25 30 35 save cancel 3 lm e 2 2 3 H &0
offset (r) frequency (HZ)
wwwieliossft.it [ = Inversion
W Iﬂl | save model ‘ DI I—I

winMA SW ver. 4.1 Pra

If you compare the dispersion for the Z component from the

wvelocity spectra

Eigen period |refresh

Close

active and passive data,

you'll see that, according to the theory, the curve from active data lies along the lower
limit of the velocity spectrum obtained from ReMi.
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ReMi velocity spectrum (Lamporecchio-ReMi-spectrum?)
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frequency (Hz)
explore spectrum

Please, consider that because of a series of technical aspects (the main one is
probably related to the directionality of the signal and all its consequent problems)
we highly recommend to use the (multi-component) ESAC technigue and not
the ReMi one.
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AA.VV. (2005), Procedure Manual (Measurements Protocol & Crew Manual) - Part A v.1, NATO
SfP project 980857- Assessment of Seismic Site Amplification and Seismic Building
Vulnerability in the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Croatia and Slovenia,

AA.VV. (2005), SESAME - Guidelines for the Implementation of the H/V Spectral Ratio Technique
on Ambient Vibrations Measurements, Processing and Interpretation. Open file, 62 pp.

Albarello D. & Lunedei E., 2010. Alternative interpretations of horizontal to vertical spectral ratios
of ambient vibrations: new insights from theoretical modeling. Bulletin of Earthquake
Engineering 8, 519-534.

Arai, H., Tokimatsu, K., 2004. S-wave velocity profiling by inversion of microtremor H/V spectrum.
Bull. Seism. Soc. Am 94, 53-63.

Bonnefoy-Claudet S., Kéhler A., Cornou C., Wathelet M., Bard P.-Y., 2008, Effects of Love
Waves on Microtremor H/V Ratio, Bulletin of the Seismological Society of America, 98, 288—
300

Choudhury, P.B. and Sitharam, T.G., 2009. Ground characterization using shear wave velocity for
assessment of rippability. Journal of Mines, Metals & Fuels, 57 (10). pp. 317-320. ISSN 0022-
2755

Dal Moro G., 2024. Efficient 2D Vs profiling via surface wave multi-component passive data

Proceedings of the EAGE (European Association of Geoscientists & Engineers) Near Surface
Geoscience 2024 Conference (Helsinki, Finland, 8-12 September 2024)

Dal Moro G., 2024. Eigenmode identification and characterization via GF3DPM analysis,
Proceedings of the EAGE (European Association of Geoscientists & Engineers) Near Surface
Geoscience 2024 Conference (Helsinki, Finland, 8-12 September 2024)

Dal Moro G. and Mazanec M., 2024. Determination of the Vs profile at a “noisy” industrial site via
active and passive data: the critical role of Love waves and the opportunities of multi-
component group velocity analysis. Geophysics, https://doi.org/10.1190/ge02022-0540.1

Dal Moro G., 2023. MASW? A critical perspective on problems and opportunities in surface-wave
analysis from active and passive data (with few legal considerations). Physics and Chemistry
of the Earth. In press: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S147470652300013X

Dal Moro G. and Stemberk J., 2022. Tools for the efficient analysis of surface waves from active
and passive seismic data: exploring a NE-ltaly perilagoon area with significant lateral
variations. Earth, Planets and Space 74, 140: https://doi.org/10.1186/s40623-022-01698-z

Dal Moro G., 2022. MASW? Oltre la soggettivita nell'analisi delle onde di superficie: velocita di
fase e gruppo nella ri-elaborazione FVS di un vecchio e complesso dataset multi-componente.
Atti  del convegno GNGTS 2022 (Trieste, 27-29 giugno 2022). Link:
http://download.winmasw.com/documents/GNGTS2022 Dal Moro FVS Velocita Fase e Gr

uppo.pdf

Dal Moro G., 2022. Determination of the Vs profile in a noisy industrial site: further evidences
about the importance of Love waves and the opportunities of the group velocity analysis. Atti del
convegno GNGTS 2022 (Trieste, 27-29 giugno 2022). Link:
http://download.winmasw.com/documents/GNGTS2022 Dal Moro_seismic exploration noisy
industrial_site.pdf
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Dal Moro G. & Panza G.F., 2022. Multiple-peak HVSR curves: management and statistical
assessment. Engineering Geology, 297, 106500,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.engge0.2021.106500

Dal Moro, G., 2020. The magnifying effect of a thin shallow stiff layer on Love waves as revealed
by multi-component analysis of surface waves. Scientific Reports 10, 9071,
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-020-66070-1 (open access, also available the
dataset so to train by yourself)

Dal Moro, G., 2020. On the identification of industrial components in the Horizontal-to-Vertical
Spectral Ratio (HVSR) from  microtremors. Pure and App  Geophys.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00024-020-02424-0

Giancarlo Dal Moro

Dal Moro G., 2020. Efficient Joint Analysis of Surface Waves and
Introduction to Vibration Analysis: Beyond the Clichés

Efficient Joint

Analysis oé Surface
' -3-030- } Waves an
Springer (book), ISBN 978-3-030-46303-8 Introduction |
266 pages, over 200 illustrations in color to Vibration Analysis:

Beyond the Clichés

@ Springer

Dal Moro G., 2019. Surface wave analysis: improving the accuracy of the shear-wave velocity
profile through the efficient joint acquisition and Full Velocity Spectrum (FVS) analysis of
Rayleigh and Love waves. Exploration Geophysics, 50, 408-419
(https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/08123985.2019.1606202?journalCode=texg?2)

Dal Moro G., Al-Arifi N., Moustafa S.R., 2019. On the efficient acquisition and holistic analysis of
Rayleigh waves: technical aspects and two comparative case studies. Soil Dynamics and
Earthquake Engineering. Open access:
https://authors.elsevier.com/sd/article/S0267726118310613

Dal Moro G., 2019. Effective Active and Passive Seismics for the Characterization of Urban and
Remote Areas: Four Channels for Seven Objective Functions. Pure and Applied Geophysics:
Available also online: https://doi.org/10.1007/s00024-018-2043-2

Dal Moro G., Al-Arifi N., Moustafa S.R., 2018. Improved Holistic Analysis of Rayleigh Waves for
Single- and Multi-Offset Data: Joint Inversion of Rayleigh-wave Particle Motion and Vertical-
and Radial-Component Velocity Spectra. Pure and Applied Geophysics, 175, 67-88.
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007%2Fs00024-017-1694-8.pdf

Dal Moro G. and Puzzilli L.M., 2017. Single- and multi-component inversion of Rayleigh waves
acquired by a single 3-component geophone: an illustrative case study. Acta Geodyn.
Geomater., vol. 14, No. 4(188), 2017. On-line version available here

Dal Moro G., Keller L., Moustafa S.R., Al-Arifi N., 2016. Shear-wave velocity profiling according to
three alternative approaches: a comparative case study. Journal of Applied Geophysics, 134,
112-124
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Dal Moro G., Weber T., Keller L., 2018. Gaussian-filtered Horizontal Motion (GHM) plots of non-
synchronous ambient microtremors for the identification of flexural and torsional modes of a
building. Soil Dynamics and Earthquake Engineering, 112, 243—-255
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Dal Moro G., 2016. Four Geophones for seven possible objective functions: active and passive
seismics for tricky areas. Invited presentation and Extended Abstract for the Urban
Geophysics workshop of the 22nd EAGE Near Surface Geoscience conference (4-8
September 2016 - Barcelona, Spain)

Dal Moro G., Al-Arifi, N., Moustafa S.R., 2016. Assessing ground compaction via time lapse
surface-wave analysis. Acta Geodyn. Geomater, 13, No 3 (183), 249-256

Dal Moro G., Keller L., Poggi V., 2015. A Comprehensive Seismic Characterization via Multi-
Component Analysis of Active and Passive Data. First Break, 33, 45-53

Dal Moro G., Moura R.M., Moustafa S., 2015, Multi-component Joint Analysis of Surface Waves.
J. Appl. Geophysics, 119, 128-138

Dal Moro G., Keller L., 2015. Optimizing the exploration of vast areas via multi-component
surface-wave analysis. Extended Abstract EAGE June 1-4, 2015 (Madrid - Spain)

Dal Moro G., 2015, Joint Inversion of Rayleigh-Wave Dispersion and HVSR of Lunar Seismic
Data from the Apollo 14 and 16 sites, ICARUS, 254, 338-349

Dal Moro G., Ponta R., Mauro R., 2015. Unconventional Optimized Surface Wave Acquisition and
Analysis: a Geotechnical Application in a Perilagoon Area. J. Appl. Geophysics, 114, 158-167

Dal Moro G., Coviello V., Del Carlo G., 2014, Shear-Wave Velocity Reconstruction via
Unconventional Joint Analysis of Seismic Data: Two Case Studies in the light of Some
Theoretical Aspects, Extended Abstract for the IAEG (International Association for
Engineering Geology and the Environment) Xl CONGRESS - Turin, September 15-19, 2014.
In "Engineering Geology for Society and Territory - Volume 5" - Springer International
Publishing, 1177-1182

Surface Wave Analysis for Near Surface Applications

Dal Moro G., 2014, Elsevier, 252pp
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Dal Moro G. and Keller L., 2013, Unambiguous determination of the Vs profile via joint analysis of

Dal

Dal

Dal

Dal

Dal

multi-component active and passive seismic data, EAGE Near Surface 2013, Proceedings
19th European Meeting of Environmental and Engineering Geophysics, EAGE Near Surface
2013, Bochum, Germany, 9-11 September 2013 [having received a very high score from the
reviewers (during its presentation), the work was invited to be published as full paper in
Geophysical Prospecting]

Moro G., 2013, Joint Analysis of Lunar Surface Waves: the Apollo 16 dataset, Proceedings
19th European Meeting of Environmental and Engineering Geophysics, EAGE Near Surface
2013, Bochum, Germany, 9-11 September 2013 [having received a very high score from the
reviewers (during its presentation), the work was invited to be published as full paper in
Geophysical Prospecting]

Moro G., 2012, Onde di superficie in Geofisica applicata - Acquisizione e analisi di dati
secondo tecniche MASW e HVSR, Dario Flaccovio Editore, 192 pp

Moro G. and Ferigo F., 2011, Joint Inversion of Rayleigh and Love Wave Dispersion Curves
for Near-Surface Studies: Criteria and Improvements, J. Appl. Geophysics, 75, 573-589

Moro G., 2011, Some Aspects about Surface Wave and HVSR Analyses: a Short Overview
and a Case Study, BGTA (Bollettino di Geofisica Teorica e Applicata), invited paper, 52, 241-
259

Moro G., 2010, Insights on Surface Wave Dispersion and HVSR: Joint Analysis via Pareto
Optimality, J. Appl. Geophysics, 72, 29-140

Dal Moro G., 2008, Tre divagazioni: il mito dell'inversione, MASW in Friuli, esempi di applicazione

Dal

congiunta MASW:-rifrazione. Presentazione ad invito per la Giornata di studio “Monitoraggio
Dinamico per la Valutazione della Sicurezza Sismica dei Ponti”, Centro Internazionale di
Scienze Meccaniche (CISM), Udine, 18 aprile 2007 (in Italian)

Moro G., 2008, Vs and Vp Vertical Profiling via Joint Inversion of Rayleigh Waves and
Refraction Travel Times by means of Bi-Objective Evolutionary Algorithm, J. Appl.
Geophysics, 66, 15-24
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Dal
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Travel Times via Multi-Objective Evolutionary Algorithms, J. Appl. Geophysics, 61, 56-81

Moro G. & Gabrielli P., Presentazioni Power Point sull’analisi delle onde superficiali e il
software winMASW presentate al GEOFLUID2006, Piacenza, 4-7 Ottobre 2006 (CD di
winMASW - cartella documenti)

Moro G., Pipan M., Forte E., Gabrielli P., Sugan M., Forlin E. & Finetti I., 2005, Shear-Wave
Profiling via SH Reflection Analysis and Rayleigh Wave Inversion, Riassunto Esteso per il
convegno SEG (Society of Exploration Geophysicists) 2005, 75" Annual Meeting, Huston,
Texas, November 2005

Moro G., Pipan M. & Gabrielli P., 2007, Rayleigh Wave Dispersion Curve Inversion via
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Dal Moro G., Forte E., Pipan M. & Sugan M., 2006, Velocity Spectra and Seismic Signal
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Appendix A: Surface-wave data acquisition

Please, see also Guidelines for MASW, ReMi, ESAC and HVSR acquisitions.pdf
enclosed in the winMASW installation folder (subfolder “documents”)

The acquisition of data aimed to MASW analyses is not that different from similar acquisition
aimed to refraction studies.

You just need to array geophones (standard vertical component geophones if we need to analyze
Rayleigh waves or traditional horizontal component geophones if we need to analyze Love
waves) lined up with the source (see Figure Al) using a source with vertical hammer impact to
generate Rayleigh waves or a “transversal” one for the Love ones.

: Seismograph

Seismic source ‘ . L}Geophones

geophone array

o

trigger geophone /' Ly

Figure Al. Seismic array. In case you use a vertical impact source (the traditional hammer
blow) and vertical component geophones, you'll acquire data useful only for the vertical
component of Rayleigh waves. Using horizontal-component geophones you can record both
Love and Rayleigh waves (see the Elsevier book or our Guidelines in the documents folder).

Remember that horizontal geophones can be used to record both Love waves and
Rayleigh waves (radial component), thus optimizing the acquisition _procedures
(see Figure A2, the Elsevier book and all our articles and case studies available on
our web site).

Please, use them instead of using the vertical geophones (which can record only
the vertical component of Rayleigh waves - often very problematic in terms of
complexity of the velocity spectrum to interpret).
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Figure A2. Data acquisition using only horizontal geophones: a) geophone array for SH-wave
refraction and Love waves; b) geophone array for Rayleigh waves (radial component). Of course,
Rayleigh waves can be detected using also vertical geophones but in case you are using horizontal
geophones, you can record both Rayleigh (their radial component) and Love waves and, therefore,
you can jointly analyze them and obtain a much more reliable Vs profile.
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Figure A3. Example of Common shot gather: The widening of the initial signal, due to the dispersion
of the surface waves is clear. During the acquisition, it is important to make sure that the surface
waves trend is not cut by a reduced acquisition time. In the shown case an acquisition time lower than
about 0.40 seconds would have caused the loss of the useful signal.
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In the case as reported in Figure A3 an acquisition time of half second could have been enough.
By the way, problems coming from the cut of the data (see box “effect of data cut off”) should be
avoided, avoiding as well to get more than useful data.

In the actual case (as in most, as a matter of fact) 1 second is more than enough: excessively
increasing the registration time would give an increase of the relevance of the data without a
relevant enhancement of the dataset quality.

Material Vs (m/s)
Incompetent soils and peat 60 — 180
Competent soils 180 — 350

Very competent soils and gravels 350-600
Weathered rock 600-1000

Solid rock > 1000

Table Al. Typical Vs values for different common materials.

For recording multi-offset data useful to define the phase velocities, just keep in
mind few simple and general things:

1) the longer the array, the better are defined the low frequencies (so use all the
available space)

2) the geophone spacing is not important (carefully study our Elsevier and Springer
books)

3) the minimum offset (i.e. the distance between the source and the first geophone)
should be as large as possible

4) data stack is crucial to obtain high-quality data
5) record multi-component data

For instance, if you are working on a big field with plenty of space and have a 12-
channel seismic cable with channel spacing of 8 meters, we should spread your
seismic cable so to record two seismic datasets (for the R and T components) so to
obtain the two following datasets (please, see the “2.2 ACTIVE METHODOLOGIES”
section of the Elsevier book, where we explain in detail how to work on the field and
how to properly name the files):

RVF_mo8_dx8.seg2
THF_mo8_dx8.seg2

[mo = minimum offset; dx = geophone spacing]
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Passive seismic acquisition (ESAC/SPAC and ReMi)

In a ReMi acquisition our interest is registering the dispersion of surface waves generated by
microtremors. Regarding these low frequencies (that characterize the microtremor data)
some points should be highlighted:

In order to register with enough quality the signal coherence at low frequencies, two aspects
should be considered:

1. we need long arrays (but it actually depends on the specific purpose of the survey)

2. we need to work with good-quality 4.5 Hz (or less) geophones

A last consideration on the dataset length useful to the ReMi analysis.

Aim of the ReMi analysis is the registration of events which we don’t know the place of origin and
the moment when they are likely to happen. Therefore we switch on the seismograph and,
through the 24 geophones, we register what happens in the hope a useful signal reaches us.

This means that the registrations need to be long. Many seismographs are limited though. We
consequently advise to make different one by one registrations (in order not to weigh too much on
the software as well) in order to get at least 5 minutes registrations (the length of each dataset not
being less than 30 seconds)

If for instance our seismograph allows to take a data for a minute, we’ll make 5 acquisitions of 1
minute each. Thanks to winMASW we then will be able to upload and analyze all data and
choose the most defined velocity spectrum.

Array must be as large/long as possible
Geophone spacing (m) ReMi: use the same geophone spacing
ESAC/Ps-MUCAA: geophone spacing can vary

vertical geophones in case you want to analyze the
vertical component of Rayleigh waves and horizontal
geophones in case you want to analyze the radial
Type of geophones )
and/or transversal components (see what is actually
possible with the PS-MuCAA and SuPPSALA tools)

Eigen period: 4.5 Hz (or less)

For ordinary applications 15-20 minutes

Record length/time For very large arrays 1 h
Number of channels /traces For most of the common applications (arrays up to
geophones about 80 m), 16 channels are usually sufficient but

everything depends on the specific goals

dt (sampling interval) 0.004 s (4 ms, 4 milliseconds) and up to 8 ms
No AGC (Automatic Gain Control)
No filter

Recommendations

Table A2. Summary data regarding the suggested parameters for passive seismic acquisitions
(ReMi or ESAC)
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Note to ReMi acquisitions

The reason why ReMi measures are sometime requested instead of (or together with) the MASW
ones is that they can catch lower frequencies making the users’ investigations deeper.

This is not wrong. But some problems inside the same analysis of the surface waves dispersion
make this a bit unrealistic (practically speaking).

To cut it short, we remind you that to have good results at low frequencies you should need quite
long arrays and very sensitive (low frequency) geophones.

About passive (array) measurements we highly recommend ESAC (being based on bi-
dimensional acquisition geometry the directivity problem is solved and the overall

robustness of the mathematics behind is such to provide much better results).

If you are not completely sure about the best type of equipment to buy
for analyzing surface waves (type and number of geophones and type
of 3-component geophone for HYSR measurements), please email us

and we will give you our recommendations.
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Some recommendations about the data acquisitions for the
analysis of the attenuation (active MASW data)

If you wish to analyze the attenuation of the seismic signal (in order to estimate the
Qs quality factors) data acquisition should be perfect.

The introduction of filters, gains, etc., alters the actual natural conditions and should be
therefore applied only if we perfectly and actually master the whole thing.

For analyzing the data attenuation there are few crucial points to consider during the data
acquisition:

1. the gain value has to be the same for all channels
2. no signhal saturation
3. make sure you have a good geophone-soil coupling

The reason for that prudence (to be followed in whatever acquisition) lays on the fact that
the analysis of the seismic attenuation are aimed to quantify the decrease of the seismic
signal amplitude according to distance (and to the different frequencies making the signal)

It should be clear that alterations can damage the analysis of signal attenuation.

Since attenuation varies according to frequency (as for dispersion, lower frequencies are
sensitive to deeper soils features) any filtering is not allowed (unless you are aware of the
consequences during the analysis)

Finally, since bad coupled geophones lead to a worse data quality in the altered amplitudes,
make sure the geophones are permanently coupled to the soil.

What is the signal “saturation”? Following figure clarifies the problem. As you can see some
portions of the traces result cut off because the signal has gone over the registration
instrument dynamic range, as an excessive gain was defined during acquisition.

200

400 -
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sample

800

1000

1200

channel

Such problem has to be avoided all times you deal with analysis in the area of frequencies
(both for the analysis of the dispersion curves and the attenuation)

It is obvious as well that the gain value mustn’t be excessive (to avoid saturation) and of the
same value for all traces (if we need to evaluate the amplitude decrease with the offset).
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In WinMASW® you can verify the real traces amplitude clicking on “test amplitude” in the
section dedicated to attenuation.

Once uploaded the dataset you wish to analyse, click on “test amplitude”: the following
reported window opens showing the original data and the corrected one by means of the

geometric correction.

Original data (no corrections) Geometrically-corrected Data

|
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As you can see, the geometric correction slightly increases amplitudes.

In fact following analysis aims to measure the value of the amplitude decrease linked to the
only viscose component and not to the geometric factor linked to the distribution of energy
over an always wider front. Such component is called “geometric”.

In the bottom of this window you can see the amplitude decrease for both limit frequencies
as specified on the main window (“Min & Max frequencies” fields).

In the reality, what is plotted according to the offset is the amplitude logarithm. This way, the
link between amplitude and offset (in itself exponential) becomes linear.

The larger data scattering, as observed, for low frequencies can be due to different reasons:
problems related to near field effects (bigger for lower frequencies) or to components linked
to body waves, data noise, appearing of different modules of the surface wave, etc

File naming: a key point

We highly recommend to follow the recommendations explained in the Elsevier and
Springer books so to provide all the details of the geometry and components already in
the file names. For instances:

ZVF_dx4_mo6.sg2
RVF_dx5_mo8.sg2
THF_dx5_mo8.sg2
HVSR_central_position.sg2
HVSR_near_source.saf
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Appendix B: combine 2 active datasets

This utility allows you to combine two datasets acquired separately with two different but
consistent geometries. The traditional case is that of two dataset each made of 12 channels
(many users don’t dispose of 24 channels seismographs). The aim is to obtain an only 24
channels dataset able to generate more detailed velocity spectra.

To do that, make sure you executed both acquisitions correctly.

There are at least 3 way to acquire data useful for this operation (see following figure).

a) Mode “alternate”: move just the source

B

First shot Pﬂ p 1
C=A+B/2 2
Second shot

Please notice that this way in the final dataset the geophones are spaced B/2

Mode “sequence” (type#1): move the geophones

B
First shot %.4 —
=
Second shot *

c) Mode “sequence” (type#2): move the source
B
First shot % —
C=A+B*n 2
Second shot {

n = number of channels in a single shot

The fastest one is surely the first one (a). With winMASW® you can deal with all of these 3 cases.
In the following an example of acquisition performed while considering the third type (mode
“sequence” (type#2).

Remember: what is actually important is not the number of channels (typically 12
are absolutely sufficient - see e.g. Dal Moro et al., 2003) but the total length of the
array (see the Elsevier book - paragraph 2.2.1).
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Two datasets have been acquired according to following features:

dataset#1: distance between geophones 1.5m, min offset: 1.5m
dataset#2: distance between geophones 1.5m, min offset: 19.5m

It's obvious the distance between geophones has to be the same and the min offset of the second
dataset has to be equal to the last offset of dataset#1 plus a value equal to the inter-geophone

distance
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To point out the importance of the use of 24 channels datasets we’ve reported windows relevant
to velocity spectra obtained when considering the spectra as separated and, finally, windows
referring to the final total 24 channels dataset outcome of the 2 initial 12-traces-each datasets.

Obtained Velocity spectrum considering the only dataset#1
(near offset)
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Obtained Velocity spectrum considering the only dataset#2
(far offsets)
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With distanced offsets low frequencies are evident but the most proper velocity value to be picked
results quite unclear (since the scarce number of traces) and depending on the user’s choices;
what velocity has to be picked at 10 Hz?
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Obtained velocity spectrum considering the whole dataset
(i.e. the combination of two single/separate datasets)
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In this case the velocity spectrum is better defined (compare the amplitude of the red coherence
bar with the former ones). For relative amplitude reasons low frequencies don’t have the same
strength of high ones, but we are now allowed to better identify the velocity relevant to 10 Hz
(approximately 600m/s)

Combining two SAC datasets

SAC datasets are made of 1 trace only (such a format is usually adopted in passive
seismology). It is possible to combine two (or more) SAC datasets (using the sequence
mode ) and eventually obtain a datasets useful for MASW and MFA analyses.
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Appendix C: Computation of the elastic moduli

From the main panel, a utility to calculate a series of elastic modules (from the values of Vs, Vp
and density).

Velocities have to be expressed in m/s, and density in gr/cm? while the calculated moduli (Young
modulus, shear modulus, compression modulus and Lamé A modulus) have to be expressed in
MPa (Mega Pascal) (Poisson modulus and ratio Ve/Vs are dimensionless)

Remember the estimated Ve from MASW analysis mustn’t be considered (and largely depends on
the Poisson value you set up before launching the inversion).

The only modulus we can consider as a good estimation of the real value is the shear modulus,
(that doesn’t depend on the Vp).

This utility is very useful because considering the obtained Vs by MASW analysis and the
obtained Vp by refraction studies we can get an approximate estimation of the moduli.

u winMASW: calcolo moduli elastici L= [ ()
Input
WE (mizec): &00 |
WP (misec): 1000
Densitd (gricm3): 21
| | Calcola Reset
Moduli elastici '
Poizzon: 0.21875
Modulo di Young (MPa): 16843
Modula di taglio (MPa); TEE
Modulo di compressione (MPa: 1082
Modulo di Lamé (MPa: SG6E
Rapporto YPMNS: 1.GEEET [ Esci

Formulas to express the moduli according to Vs, Ve and density:

Poisson modulus (dimensionless) (\/P2 — V2 )/[2(\/')2 ~V2 )]
Young modulus (in Pa) pVE (4_3k2)/(1—k2)
Shear modulus (in Pa) pV¢

Lamé A modulus (in Pa) pV? (k2 —2)
Compression modulus (in Pa) pVZ (k2 - 4/3)

where:

k = Vp/Vs (dimensionless)
p = density (kg/m?3)
Vg and Vp = velocity of shear and compressional waves in m/s

Of course, to change the Pascal value in Megapascal value just divide the value per 10° (Mega =
1 million)
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Appendix D: Tool for the comparison of 2 active datasets

In the utility panel, there's the sub-.section "managing active data". One of its tools is "compare 2
datasets™

4 winMASW® - Surface Waves & Beyond

www.winmasw.com

managing active data

vertical stack
compare 2 datasets
multiple-dataset filtering
combine 3C data

combine 2 datasets 7

by clicking on it, you can upload 2 datasets (active seismics) recorded while considering the same
acquisition parameters (sampling frequency, record time e array geometry).

These 2 datasets can be two different shots of the same acquisition, or the direct and reverse
acquisition of the same array (gathered while moving the source at the opposite side of the array),
or can be 2 datasets acquired on the same spot in two different days (for instance before and
after a soil compaction process) etc.

What you will get is something like this (two kinds of outputs):

actual amplitudes normalized amplitudes

0 %€L' T T 0 T |‘
‘ ’ Il ﬁ ;
01133 .' 0.1}
? ] J ' 3
) ’ ,
0.2 0.2} 3
) )
= 0.3 | w03} . E],
S — B
© ! ] @
E '| “- g ]
=04 ] i =04
. '.
| |
05 | I 05f
f |
' |
0.6 0.6 ]
— Z\FpostmoSokFVS.mat — 7\FpostmoSokFYS.mat
— ZVFprelllmo5FVYS.mat = ZVFprelllmo5SFVS.mat
0.7 LTI T T I T T T T T 0.7 LT T T T T TTTTI.¥
10 20 30 40 50 10 20 30 40 50
offsets (m) offsets (m)

comparison of the acquired seismic traces (on the left the actual amplitudes, on the right the

normalized amplitudes - trace by trace).
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phase velocity (m/s)

o

ZVFpostmo5okFVS.mat

10 15 20 25 30 35
frequency (Hz)

phase velocity (m/s)

wWinMASW®

Z\VFprelllmo5FVS.mat

10 15 20 25 30 35
frequency (Hz)

Phase-velocity spectra of the 2 datasets (indicated at the top of the plots)

In this case the two datasets were acquired on the same spot, before (pre) and after (post) a soil
compaction process (see Assessing ground compaction via time lapse surface-wave

analysis -

Dal Moro et al., 2016).

A further example: in this case the 2 datasets come from a direct and reverse acquisition (the
source is moved on the two sides of the array) and in this case they are practically absolutely

identical.

phase velocity (m/s)

actual amplitudes

rive
L

|
|
| !
| |
!
|
|

time (s)

w— 7\/F dx3mo-4.dat.sgy

——ZVFdx3mo4.dat-reverse-rot.sgy
15 [T T I Y I

10 20 30 40 50 60 70
offsets (m)

ZVFdx3mo-4.dat.sgy

1000

900

800

700

600

500
400
300
200

100
5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

frequency (Hz)

phase velocity (m/s)

normalized amplitudes

T
¥
A,

v

b,

05

time (s)

= | |==—ZVFdx3mo-4.dat.sgy
= { |=—2VFdx3mod4.dat-reverse-rot.sgy

10

1000
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ZVFdx3mo4.dat-reverse-rot.sgy

900

800
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300 ~

200 yw -

10 15 20 25 30 35 40
frequency (Hz)
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Appendix E: Creating 2D sections

In the Academy version (and in HoliSurface®), among the several utilities there's a tool (2D
velocity contouring") that can help you in creating 2D sections by considering a certain amount of
Vs vertical profiles.

4 winMASW® - Surface Waves & Beyond T X
WwWww.winmasw.com utilities
managing active data managing passive data
vertical stack TCEMCD
compare 2 datasets

concatenate data

multiple-dataset filtering
concatenate HVSR
combine 3C data

combine 2 datasets ?

post-processing & miscellanea
pre-processing

elastic moduli
SEG to SAF conversion
Vs30 at foundation
Stesky's equation
2D and 3D data sl
2D GPS positioning calculator [in HS)
[ 2D velocity contouring | area percentage

imageZsegy

3D projectivisualization

Everything is managed by means of a simple project file to save as simple ASCII (.txt) file.

Here a project file example (that you can also download from our internet site)

Swiss - profile#1

2

404.8000 404.2000 404.4000 405.2000 405.4000 405.8000 405.9000 406.3000
406.7000 407.2000 406.9000 407.6000 409.2000 409.7000 410.4000 411.5000
412.4000 414.5000 417.7000 424.1000

050 93 145 194 242 293 348 397 445 492 538 597 647 693 740 785 821 888 933
modell.mod

model2.mod

model3.mod

model4.mod

model5.mod

model6.mod

model7.mod

model8.mod

model9.mod

model10.mod

modelll.mod

modell2.mod

modell13.mod

model14.mod

modell5rep.mod

modell16.mod

modell17.mod

model18.mod

model19.mod

model20.mod
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v' On the first line you must write the name of the project;

v' The second line is currently not considered but do not remove the line (just keep it like this);

v" On the third line are reported the values of the topography for each considered point [in
case you do not have these values, please just write a zero (0)];

v/ On the forth line is reported the position of each considered point for which you have a
vertical Vs profile (i.e. model - see later on)

After that, you must report the file names of all the .mod files (one for each point).

Be careful: all the models (.mod files) must have the same number of layers.

In our example (see above) we are dealing with a 2D section built by considering 20 points (i.e.
20 Vs vertical profiles represented by the 20 -mod files): the first point (modell.mod) refers to the
point O (see the first value on the fourth line), the second point refers to the inline point 50 and so
forth).

All the .mod files (reporting the Vs profiles for each single point) must be in the same folder as the
project file.

The project used here as example (the figures here reported refer to it) can be
downloaded from the following link: http://download.winmasw.com/data/2Dsection.rar

To play with it, download it, unzip it and upload the NAGRA16_2Dprofile.txt project file.

topography
424 = I f
422 — =
420 - -
418 - -
g 416 — -
é 414 — -
(]
< 412 - -
410 [~ -
408 — -
406 — !
— | | | | | I | |
0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900
inline (m)
E topography (vertical scale = horizontal scale)
— I
£4300 1 1 1 1 1 ‘ J ! -
E 0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900

inline (m)
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Once you upload your project, in the “depth” box is shown the depth of the deepest point of your
.mod models.

The use must now define the maximum depth to adopt to visualize the 2D section/data (this is
never the depth of the deepest point) and the maximum velocity of the colour scale.

A percentage of lateral smoothing can/must also be defined/modified.

Please try to modify these parameters (while using our data/example) so to get familiar with them
(the best parameters to use clearly depend on the site, characteristics of the data and your actual
goals (you might be interested in highlighting some features rather than others.

You can also choose whether highlight or not the points of your profile (just activate/deactivate
the “show profiles” checkbox (see images here below).

60 600
70
400
80
90 200
100

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900
distance (m)

2D section [the “show profiles” checkbox is not active]

#2 #3 #4 #5 #6 #7 #8 #NAGRAJG - profile#t 2

depth (m)

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900
distance (m)

section [the “show profiles” checkbox is now active]

Output Excel file
In the working folder is also saved an Excel (xIs) file with the obtained Vs matrix.
The file name (e.g. VSMATRIX_dx9m_dz0.6m.xIs) reports the delta x (dx - along
the inline direction) and delta z (along the vertical axis) of the reconstructed

matrix. In the example file, the points are separated by 0.6 meters vertically and
by 9 meters horizontally (inline direction).
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See also the section Working for the reconstruction of 2D sections

NAGRA16 - profile#1

1400

1200

= 1000

1800

VS (mis)

|
900 600

velocity (m/s)

400

300

40 7 200
30 4 =

200

2 position (m)
depth (m) 10

NAGRA16 - profile#1

1400
1200
1000
1400
1200 800 _
E 1000 E
s 800 ;w
-§ 600
® 400 14 600
> 1
200
0
400
600 30 200

700
position (m)

depth (m)

If you activate the "show also topography" option and in your project file is topography is
(properly) reported (see third line of the file project), you will obtain this sort of image:
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Topography and Vg

1400
420 |

1200
400

1000
380

1800

altitude (m)
w
3

600

340
400

320
200

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900
relative location (m)

During the processing a window will show up (please wait until the work is done and the window
automatically closes):

{4 Computing 2D and topography (PLEASE WAIT) - o X

please, wait

[this window will automatically close]

All the figures are automatically saved in the working folder, but you can save them elsewhere
(and with whatever file name) by using the usual icons in the toolbar ("File -> Save as").

By activating the "log scale (3D plot)" option, the velocities are plotted according to a
logarithmic scale, which can be useful to better highlight some kind of lateral variations.

In the example down here, the logarithmic scale allows to put in evidence the peat area (very
low velocities) in the middle of the 2D section.

The green circles refer to the points of our data (the "show profiles" checkbox is on).

NAGRA16 - profile#1

1400

1200

- 1000

o
w

Vg (mis)

velocity (m/s) [log scale]
a
)

400

Q
S

300 200

40
30 20 100 position (m)
depth (m) 10
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An example of 2D data [winMASW® Academy and HoliSurface® 2021]

The project file (a simple txt file)

L1 section

2

1604 1613 1617 1640 1672 1707 1740 1771 1787 1810 1826 1848 1868 1894 1916
026 44 86 141 196 240 289 328 371 429 477 524 567 598
L1 14 minimum_distance_model.mod
Q2_09_minimum_distance_model.mod

L1 13_minimum_distance_model.mod

L1 12_minimum_distance_model.mod

L1 11_minimum_distance_model.mod

L1 10_minimum_distance_model.mod

L1 09 minimum_distance_model.mod

L1 08 minimumdistancemodel.mod

L1 07_minimum_distance_model.mod

L1 06_minimum_distance_model.mod

L1 05 minimum_distance_model.mod

L1 04 minimum_distance_model.mod

L1 03 minimum_distance_model.mod

L1 02 minimum_distance_model.mod

L1 01 minimumdistancemodel.mod

L1 section

oot st et s

Maximam dopth for the 20 section: %0 s
Min volocity (mis) to show: 16
Max velocity (mis) to show: 805

how & save Vs prafies.

opan werkng folder

www.winmaosw.com

L1_14_minimum_diztance_model.mod
02_09_mirsonsm_distance_mocel.mod
L1_13._mirimum_iatanca_modalmod
L1_12_minimum_distance_model.mod
L_t1_miimum_distance_model.mod
L1_10_imirimum_Gistancs_model.mod
L1_03_miimum_istance_model.mod
L1_08_minimumdistancemodet mod

L1_07_mirimum_istanca_model.mod
L1_08_mirimum_distanca_model mod
L3_05._minimum_istance_modal.mod
L1_04_mirimum_Giatancs_modal.mod
L3_03_minimum_istance_model.mod

L1_02_minimum_Gistance_model.mod
L1_01_minimumdistancamodet mod

www.winmasw.com
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distance (m)
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v.Com

L1 section
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mean Ys profile [vsso: 3?4 m/s]

mean Vs profile & std [Vsm: 374 @Is]
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Appendix F: Few examples (case studies) of what you can do with
winMASW®

Several papers, case studies and datasets (for your own training) are included in the
winMASW® USB dongle together with the software but you can also our web site
(www.winMASW.com).

More case studies are sent to our users though our newsletter.

You can read the Elsevier & Springer books and study all the reported examples.
Some of them are available in the HoliSurface / winMASW USB dongle provided
with the software: you can use them for your self-training and compare the results
with the analyses commented in the books

Giancarlo Dal Moro

Efficien?Joint
Analysis of Surface

SISATVNY JAVM 3IVdNS

=
o
]
=
m
>
)
)
=
S|
m
>
(=)
m
>
T
.
=
0O
>
=t
o
z
0

Waves and
Introduction

to Vibration Analysis:
Beyond the Cliches

SURFACE WAVE ANALYSIS
FOR NEAR SURFACE
APPLICATIONS

@ Springer
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F1. Joint analysis panel: joint analysis (forward modelling) of Rayleigh &
Love waves using the ordinary modal dispersion curves [old-fashioned

approach]

www.winmasw.cCom

Rayleigh: velocity spectrum

-Rayleigh Dispersion-
5001Vsv (mis): 132 170 126 210 496 516 481; \V's30: 336

400

w
b=
<

phase velocity (m/s)

N
(=1
(=1

=y
(=)
(=

5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50
frequency (Hz)

depth (m)

phase velocity (m/s)

Vs vertical profile

i i i
100 200 300 400
VS (m/s)

Love: velocity spectrum

5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50
frequency (Hz)
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F2. Few examples of useless/problematic datasets

B1 winMASW - Determinazione dello Spettro di Velocita

— primo p input dei dati

-
T
el
: ’ b 01751;15 (m) “ =

Note the sudden change of the trace characteristics from
the offset 20 m on. Apparently: before that point the subsoil
is stiffer (velocities higher) while after a sudden change of
the subsurface properties occur (softer sediments with
much lower VR).

The following snapshot reports a totally-useless dataset (the vague signal you see on
the field traces is about the air wave — you can easily verify that by using the “draw
velocity” button with the pertinent velocity): it is not the amount of money you spent for
your seismograph that ensures the quality of your work but the number of hours you spent
(invested) studying the theory of seismic-wave generation and propagation that eventually
leads you to accurate data acquisition and analysis.
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TWO NOTES

1) data acquisition is not a mere “mechanical operation”: it requires excellent knowledge
of what we are doing and why: the type of data and their quality will affect the analyses

and therefore the final outcome;

2) the good quality of a (single) dataset does not mean that we can obtain the correct Vs
profile out of it: only the joint analysis of different observables allows that (see section

“Introduction: the winMASW® holistic perspective”).
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F3. Joint analysis panel: joint modelling of Rayleigh- & Love-wave
dispersion (FVS approach) and P- and SH-wave first arrivals (refraction)

first component (Rayleigh) general settings

Mean_Model.mod

phote
= - 1201 samtes
005 |
iy s
w9 gy P
01 ® 5 o o ox
)
s w9 o oz on
o015 w om0 am om
W u e o an
02} w  m o om 1
—+— Pawave refeaction m w0 um
- direct wave _ M w0 om aw
5 10 15 20 25 30 W w0 em am
frequency (Hz)
2w o lom Ta
= | % o om wm
2.input vecond component Mean_Model.mod w % o owr mes
o o om

time (s)

5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40
frequency (Hz)

ReM o
el - T —— =
e, EEE . N R oo | e — s =O"

Joint modellmg for the Z and T components: upper panel Rayle|gh dispersion (on the rlght) and P-
wave refraction travel times [in this case due to the shallow water table — see model below]; lower
panel: Love-wave dispersion and SH-wave refraction arrivals.

first component (Rayleigh)
Mean_Model.mod
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Same as for the previous figure but for the R and T components: as you can see, P-wave refraction
is clearly visible also along the R (radial) component. This means that by simply using a set of
horizontal geophones you can quickly do four things: analysis of the Rayleigh and Love-wave
dispersion and of the P- and SH-wave refraction.
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F4. Joint analysis panel: joint FVS analysis of Rayleigh- & Love-wave
dispersion: do you see why Love waves are so important?!

Joint modelling for the R (radial component of Rayleigh waves) and T (Love waves) components:
upper panel Rayleigh dispersion (on the right); lower panel: Love-wave dispersion.

HAENEERTRSCOmPORIIE TSN
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Vs vertical profile
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www.winmasw.com
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Comment: the signal that dominates the Rayleigh waves (R component) at frequencies higher
than 10 Hz is due to the first higher mode while for lower frequencies is about the fundamental
mode. Love waves are 99% of the times dominated by the fundamental mode.

In order to obtain a good match it was necessary to introduce some anisotropy for some layers
(see shown Vs and Vsvy model).

Important note: higher modes are not a problem in case you properly analyze them. On the
opposite: they bring important information especially about deeper layers (because their velocity
is higher). The problem is when you misunderstood them since this inevitably leads to
overestimate the Vs values. The only way to properly understand the velocity spectra is to
analyze two or more components (in this case we analyzed the R and T components recorded by
just using a set of 4.5 Hz horizontal geophones).

Can Love waves have large-amplitude higher modes? Of course. See the “The magnifying
effect of a thin shallow stiff layer on Love waves as revealed by multi-component analysis
of surface waves” paper (Dal Moro, 2020).
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F5. From the panel “joint analysis of phase and group velocities” (just one
component): joint modelling of the phase- and group-velocity spectra (FVS
approach) - HVSR not available

First of all, we must emphasize that if we wish to obtain the correct Vs profile, it is
recommended to work with multi-component data (e.g. joint analysis of the R and T
components together with the HVSR (computed as the average of the HVSRs acquired at
two or more points along the array, so to verify possible lateral variations).,

phase velocity (mv/s)
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Available data (ZVF component): phase velocity computed considering all the
traces and group velocity computed considering only trace#18 [see red square]
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Joint FVS analysis (phase and group velocities of the ZVF component)
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600

Remember you can also upload and model the HVSR
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FVS representation (see previous figure) with also the modal dispersion curves of
the first 8 modes (for demonstration purposes)

The data and the quick accomplished modelling of the phase and group velocities via
FVS shows that:

1) as a matter of fact, a single geophone is sufficient to analyze the dispersion since
group velocity analysis (in this case accomplished considering trace#18) is so-to-speak
equivalent to the analysis of the phase velocities. This means that a single geophone is
sufficient to analyze the dispersion and obtain information about the subsurface Vs
profile;

2) the critical point is to record and analyze multi-component data and that is why we
always recommend the use of a set of horizontal geophones that allow to record the R
and T components (see our HoliSurface® software application which is largely based on
the group-velocity analysis of the data collected by a single 3C geophone used also for
the HVSR etc.) [and here unfortunately we only had the Z component];

3) often it is not possible to work with the "concept” (and practice) of modal curves: here
we work with the FVS analysis which shows that everything above 12 Hz is a complex
coalescence of higher modes that cannot be separated (it is not possible to separate
single modes);

4) the jump at about 42 Hz for the phase-velocity velocity spectrum is between the third
and eighth mode: mode jumps do not follow any simple rule or ordered sequence (see
extensive literature available on the topic);

5) there is a minor change in the Rayleigh-wave slope (the second half of the traces are
apparently slightly slower), which suggests some (minor) lateral variations: winMASW®
ACD allows you to split this [active] dataset into two sub-datasets (see the
“zeros/flips/remove” tool in the single-component analysis panel) and analyze them
separately;

6) the presence of a relatively-stiffer superficial layer can create a very interesting and
useful phenomenon of Love-wave higher mode excitation — carefully read the following
paper: The magnifying effect of a thin shallow stiff layer on Love waves as revealed by
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multi-component analysis of surface waves - Dal Moro G., Nature - Scientific Reports 10,
9071 (2020). https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-020-66070-1

7) the phase+group velocities panel also allows the (joint) modelling of the refraction [P
or SH] travel times (remember that refraction is useful only for the very shallow layer
since has al limited penetration depth) and HVSR [not available for this site] (see further
case study presented later on where such options are used).

Two important points:

1) For complex data, if we wish to obtain correct Vs profiles we cannot rely on the
analysis of a single component: for ordinary surveys, the “best” and easiest solution is
the joint acquisition and of the R + T components jointly with the HVSR,;

2) the phase+group panel (+HVSR and refraction) is a panel that has mainly an
educational purpose: to show that working with phase or group velocities is
completely equivalent and this leads naturally to working with the HoliSurface®
method [HS] which rely on the (active) data recorded by a single 3C geophone (i.e.
multi-component data): https://www.winmasw.com/_it/prodotto.asp?IDp=1
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F6. Single-component panel: joint analysis (modelling) pf the vertical
component of Rayleigh waves (ZVF) and P-wave refraction travel times

Am ordinary (not recommended) dataset obtained with a set of 24 vertical geophones
(the last one turned out not to work and the dataset was therefore reduced to the first 23
channels using the "zeros/flips/remove"” button).

The phase velocity spectrum highlights a clear mode splitting phenomenon [see the
“Surface Wave Analysis for Near Surface Applications” Elsevier book].

s uploading & editing #2: velocity spectrum, modelling & picking (WASW, MFA, ESAC & ReMi analyses) visuailze curves
Gotaset: ZVF. PHASE_ spectrum1000.mat next shot RGAIVeIdME: COmBLLS WelooRY, ShoTin W handiing the spectra Rt
Samping: 0.5 s 2000 Ho] . 200 sarples ; phase velociy| 1 rmng | T S pect
minknum offset: 25 m u g e 250 drowvelocty linear-linear sve || woad  meme gl photo | - show lacation
e et pegl ¥ group velocity e
5 i traces
13 T} I I
wl TTere2diill] ii]ﬂ t m‘
| R SO D - T ol S
LY T332ttt
ozt b Pt B IAC T PRI T 'IT
|19 2 ittt
03 R w e S S N e . Q
Flt) ] oyt 2L ] £
b g RESEREP S = > %25 4 E
04 | [ [ ! ; A NS S » PSP PR =
z ERER2NS ?».."p" 8
gos | [ ! -y :P'.' >4 ',“ ®
£ | AREAREE 108 4 H
06 1] oy sy g
| SEESESEN, £
07 | | ) } Yy ) I
) L] AT a !
08 | Y l I ]'
(o {
]
0.9 | | ‘ ’ ’ ’ r )
Ll | | | 1
5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 & 10 L "9238[13 (Hzfs 0 o 9
offset (m) 4 4 €
modelling o
o e Synihetcs (PVS) u
? sbout Posson L 9, amodell| W _¥foa ® ;
4 showM&R | Lot Jl
resampling data selection fitering & spectra _— Fer. & refl 4 i P !l
0s  © acivals e el [NOTES | wrn. | [ general setting L) e B aodmn £
resample wed || w0 o AutoSpectra el [ Ropuitn ¥ 12 prosevsl = | computs | | wynnsticalFvs) =
accept cancel ssue speciogram Smariy ieets Ropony| et @] ederence degth 2l Rotraction . | eftective (passive) ;
= ic Q val
other tools & setting T paamen z §
012 tmetovisusizs (s) | show | cut 2ei0uMpshemove | fip altaces  show3Ddels festampilude | zero pacdng I gtk i w, ;

With some forward modelling and, if necessary, an automatic FVS inversion, we obtain a
subsurface model whose phase velocity spectrum overlaps pretty well with the observed
(field) one [see the two figures shown in the following].

observed & synthetic velocity spectra [3D rotation on]
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Now we can consider the model identified through the dispersion analysis (which
depends primarily on Vs and thicknesses) and easily (manually/personally) optimize the
Vp values using the Poisson's ratio values [forward modelling panel below the velocity
spectrumy.

In order to better highlight the first arrivals of the refracted wave (having used vertical
geophones we are dealing with the P waves), we can reduce the shown time [field "time
to visualize" in the “other tools & setting” group under seismic traces] (in this case we set
the value to 0.12 s).

We can now appreciate the good congruence of both dispersion and first arrivals of the
P-wave refraction (image here below).

With respect to this latter observable (P-wave refraction) the problem is always the same
(see our Elsevier and Springer books): P wave “see” the superficial refraction (clearly due
to the water table at a depth of about 2.5 m) but cannot see anything below it. The Vp
profile is therefore valid/significant only down to about 3 m but below such a depth we
cannot say/see anything! On the other hand, dispersion allows us to get significantly
deeper since shear waves - and therefore surface waves - are not significantly affected
by the saturation conditions.

We could add many more facts and comments but the interested reader can refer to the
two above-mentioned textbooks (from Elsevier and Springer).
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In the two figures below (in a 3D and 2D perspective), the spectrogram of the trace#22 is shown
using a linear scale for the amplitude. You can clearly identify the arrivals of the surface waves [in
this case the vertical component of Rayleigh waves] (slow and characterized by low frequencies)
and two much faster events (with a higher-frequency content).

The first of these events is certainly connected to the P-wave refraction [see the figure with all the
seismic traces reported on the previous page with overlaying the arrival times of the P-wave
refractions of the model] the perfect continuity of the signal can be clearly seen.

To understand whether the second arrival is real or generated by some local accident, the
continuity along all the traces should be assessed (not shown here for the sake of brevity).
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The figure below refers to the same trace but is obtained using a logarithmic scale for the
amplitudes, which in some cases is useful to better highlight low-amplitude components.

The scale is chosen via the small pop-up window above the 'compute’ button.
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F7. Single-component panel [using purely-passive data]: joint analysis of the
phase velocities from ReMi (using the effective dispersion curve) and the

HVSR

manual-in-progress
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F8. Comparing the Z-component dispersion from ESAC [in winMASW®
Academy] and MAAM [in HoliSurface®]

In both cases we are dealing with passive data. The mathematics of these two methods
is radically different and is reflected in a number of characterizing points:

1) ESAC imposes very large arrays (in synthetic terms we can say that “it works with the
wavelengths") and a significant number of channels; possible "imperfections” in some of
the traces does not significantly affect the result [i.e. a few "noisy" traces do not represent
a serious problem];

2) MAAM [implemented in the HoliSurface® software - HS] requires circular arrays with a
limited number of channels (triangle or pentagon with a central geophone) and an
extremely-small radius compared to ESAC (just a couple of meters compared to several
tens of meters for ESAC). The quality of the data_ must be perfect (see HoliSurface®
manual and pertinent literature).

The image below reports a comparison between the phase velocity spectra (Z
component) obtained from ESAC and the MAAM for a test site. It can be seen that the
velocities are fundamentally identical (the validity limits depend on the geometry of the
respective arrays and are indicated).

It should be fully understood that (in both cases) we obtain the effective dispersion curve
(not the fundamental mode). Furthermore, since the areas involved are very different, one
should not overlook the fact that while ESAC identifies an average dispersion over a large
area (several tens of metres), the MAAM dispersion refers to a very local portion/area
(the radius is only a few metres).

The ESAC method is also applicable to the R and T components (see PS-MuCAA and
SuPPSALA techniques in winMASW® Academy) while so far, the MAAM method can
be used just to analyse the Z component of the Rayleigh waves.
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Example of a triangular array for MAAM acquisition: three geophones at the
vertices of the triangle and a central one (very high-quality geophones are
mandatory). Next to the central geophone you can see the 3C geophone (HOLI3C)
used to determine the HVSR (which is then jointly analysed with the dispersion
obtained from MAAM). All the geophones are connected to the same seismograph,
thus obtaining a dataset with 7 traces efficiently managed by the HoliSurface®
software.

In HoliSurface®, together with the MAAM analysis, it is also possible to perform the
SPAC analysis. Since SPAC follows the same logic/mathematics as ESAC, compared to
MAAM it has an extremely limited frequency validity range and, therefore, can be used to
verify/compare the phase velocities obtained through the MAAM only at the highest
frequencies [see the pertinent section of the HoliSurface® manual].
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F9. Utilities: comparison of active data. Comparison of the data from a
central shot.

manual-in-progress
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F10. Batch processing of several HVSR files (and fixing problems)

In case we have several HVSR files (SAF or seg2 format), we can process all of them
according to a batch procedure (for details see the pertinent section in the manual).
Here is an example of a project file (a simple ASCII file) for a case where we have 14
points along a line.

As we will see, at two points data are problematic and it is shown how we can solve
such problem using the features of this tool.

www.winMASW.com
# HVSR batch processing #
0
0
0 16.71077 32.40386 54.37693 86.72191 104.2671 121.6846 138.7052 155.8513
172.2376  186.0155  221.1027 234.6533 252.6087
418.4 418.1 418.3 418.4 418.5 418.5 418.2 417.9 417.1 415.6
414.8 412.9 412.6 412.6
HVSR_pointl.SAF 1 1 2 3 HVSR_pointl.jpg
HVSR_point2.SAF 1 1 2 3 HVSR_point2.jpg
HVSR_point3.SAF 1 1 2 3 HVSR_point3.jpg
HVSR_point4.SAF 1 1 2 3 HVSR_point4.jpg
HVSR_point5.SAF 1 1 2 3 HVSR_point5.jpg
HVSR_point6.SAF 1 1 2 3 HVSR_point6.jpg
HVSR_point7.SAF 1 1 2 3 HVSR_point7.jpg
HVSR_point8.SAF 1 1 2 3 HVSR_point8.jpg
HVSR_point9.SAF 1 1 2 3 HVSR_point9.jpg
HVSR_point10.SAF 1 1 2 3 HVSR_point10.jpg
HVSR_point11.SAF 1 1 2 3 HVSR_pointll.jpg
HVSR_point12.SAF 1 1 2 3 HVSR_point12.jpg
HVSR_point13.SAF 1 1 2 3 HVSR_point13.jpg
HVSR_point14.SAF 1 1 2 3 HVSR_point14.jpg

By uploading this project file from the HVSR panel (“multiple HVSR batch processing”
button), we obtain the HVSRs for each point and a series of additional graphs that define,
in a sense, a sort of 2D section of the microtremors (both the amplitude spectra of the
individual components as well as the HVSR).

positioning and topography [14 points]
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At the end of the processing you will also obtain the amplitude spectra for all the
three components (EW, NS and Z), both with the actual/real amplitude as well as
normalized.
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In the image below the HVSR “section” (actual curves). We can clearly see two points (#7
and #9) where, at low frequencies, the HVSR is completely inconsistent and such a
problem (at those 2 points) was apparent also in amplitude spectra shown in the previous

page.

www.winmasw.com
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It should be quite clear that the HVSRs at point#7 and #9 cannot be considered as
reliable (they are completely meaningless). Fortunately, at the end of the routine, the
software offers the chance to fix this kind of problems.

In fact, by showing the obtained HV curves, the software asks if there are any points to
"fix".

In this case we can tell the software to fix (remove and interpolate the wrong/inconsistent
HVSRs) for the points #7 and #9.

Here is what you get: on the left are the original HVSRs and on the right those obtained

by removing and interpolating the point#7 and #9.
original [HVSR] fixed
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F11. ESAC panel: example of data processing for crustal studies [low-
frequency seismological data]

manual-in-progress
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F12. Single-component panel: FVS analysis of the ZVF component only for a
shallow (geotechnical) application [high frequencies]

ZVF component, mo (minimum offset:4 , d oitnc: 0.5m

For this survey, only the ZVF component was used (vertical geophones). Data and
analysis are reported and briefly commented in the following figures.

The small artefact around 60 Hz is the result of the 60 Hz Notch filter forgotten “on”
during the data acquisition (no serious harm to the data).
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Field traces and phase-velocity spectra (please, notice the frequency range)
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Result of the FVS [Full Velocity Spectrum] analysis:
do you see how the model is in good agreement with the field data?

The black contour lines (from the model) almost perfectly match the field velocities.

\lS vertical profile
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Now we can try to plot the modal dispersion curves:
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As you can clearly see, the signal is not about simple and “singular” modes. For instance,
the signal between 1 and 150 Hz is about the fundamental mode (remember that the
small “bump” at 60 Hz is due to the Notch filter used during the acquisition). The
message (see our books and papers about it): a continuous signal (in the phase
velocity spectrum) is not necessarily due/attributed to a single mode since modes
can merge and create a “misleading continuity”.

This is why we strongly recommend the joint analysis of multi-component data.

Suggested reading [see the “Documents” folder in the winMASW?® installation directory]:
Surface wave analysis: improving the accuracy of the shear-wave velocity profile through
the efficient joint acquisition and Full Velocity Spectrum (FVS) analysis of Rayleigh and
Love waves, Dal Moro G., 2019, Exploration Geophysics

Suggested exercise (to try to verify if the solution found while considering the phase
velocities is also in agreement with the group velocities): go to the “Joint Analysis of
Phase & Group Velocities” panel, compute the two velocity spectra and go ahead with
the modellina.
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Data courtesy of Joe Gouthro (Shallow Earth Technologies Inc. — Calgary, Canada)
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F13. Joint analysis panel: joint analysis of the two components of Rayleigh
waves for very shallow studies [high frequencies]

In the next two pictures are shown the horizontal geophones used to record the R (radial)
and T (transversal) components [acquisition of the Z component not shown for obvious
reasons]. 21 channels were used with a geophone spacing of just 20 cm.

Acuisiion of the R component
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First “issue”: are 21 channels (or more) necessary? The answer is widely explained
and commented in our Elsevier and Springer books and is summarized in the next two
figures that make clear that using 21 or 10 channels does not significantly alter the
phase-velocity spectra.

On the other side it must be strongly underlined that dealing with two (or more)
components is a key point if we want to overcome the ambiguities necessarily present
while analyzing surface data [see “1.3 Non-uniqueness of the Solution: Problems and
Solutions” section of the Springer book].

If your purpose is to obtain the right (unambiguous) Vs profile, working with just one
component is, quite simply, wrong/inadequate (in general terms).

Trace decimation for the Z, R and T components
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THF: original data [21 traces]
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THF: new data [10 traces]
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: velocity spectrum [21 traces]
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Some FVS modelling/inversion: Z+T [with no anisotropy]

We selected the Z and T components (i.e. vertical component of Rayleigh waves and
Love waves) and performed a joint FVS inversion with the results shown in the following

snap:
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Since the length of the array is just 4 m, we can

only down to about 2-3 m:
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The obtained model was then used also to check the consistency of the R component.
Here the overall good agreement:

first component (Rayleigh)
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some data editing tools RPM
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Few comments

Remember that surface waves can be used for several applications (not only for the
notorious Vs30 parameter). Consider that:

1) only joint inversion can save us from all the possible ambiguities that can otherwise
mislead our analyses (in case we deal with just one component/observable);

2) modal dispersion curves are often not adequate to properly “understand” complex
datasets and the FVS approach is a powerful tool to learn to master.

www.WinMASW.com - Shaping Seismic Solutions


http://www.winmasw.com/

wWinMASW® 361

F14. ESAC panel — PS-MuCAA section: example of multi-component passive
data for the verification of lateral continuity

manual in progress

For the following example we recorded the 3 components (Z, R and T) using 18
channels. The three components were recorded not at the same time but in succession

(first the Z, then the R and finally the T).

Acquisition of the R component: the axis of the horizontal geophone is parallel to the array
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F15. Joint inversion of the effective dispersion curves from of the R and T
components from passive data

manual-in-progress

For the following example we recorded the 3 components (Z, R and T) using 18
channels. The three components were recorded not at the same time but in succession

(first the Z, then the R and finally the T).

Acquisition of the R component
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F16. A further example of joint (FVS) analysis of the R and T components
jointly with the HVSR

This is the approach that we consider as “classic” (cause it is easily implemented) and
that we strongly recommend for ordinary professional jobs: use just we a set of 4.5 Hz
horizontal geophones (12 are actually more than sufficient for typical arrays up to 100
meters of so): we can record the radial component of Rayleigh waves and the Love
waves (see guidelines about data acquisition).

In this case the traces of the 13" channel (offset 20 m) were removed due to the poor
guality (remember that winMASW® can easily manage non-equally spaced data).
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A trained eye can immediately realize that Rayleigh waves (upper part of the panel) are
dominated by higher mode(s): the phase velocities are in fact much higher than the
velocities of Love waves (lower panel).

Using just Rayleigh waves can be dangerous because the velocity spectrum can be
misinterpreted: higher mode(s) can be considered as the fundamental mode thus leading
to significantly over-estimate the final Vs profile (this is unfortunately a very common
mistake when the “standard” MASW approach is applied).

After some forward modelling (also jointly with the HVSR curve), we can obtain a pretty
good agreement between our mode and the field data (dispersion is processed according
to the FVS approach):
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first component (Rayleigh)
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In case we want to see how modal dispersion curves behave, we can have a look at the
following figure. Comme d'habitude, Love waves are dominate [easily interpretable][ by
teh fundamental mode while Rayleigh waves are definitely much more complex and the
fundamental mode is practically completely missing.

welocity spectrum (RVF)

phase velogit
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frequency (Hz)

velocity spectrum (THF)

phase velocity (m/s)

10 0 3N 40 50
frequency (Hz)

Please, remember that, when properly identified and modelled, higher modes are
something extremely useful to constrain the subsurface model. The problem is that, in
case you analyse just one component, modes can be misinterpreted thus leading to
erroneous subsurface models. Please, carefully consider the synthesis in the
“Introduction: the winMASW® holistic perspective” section of this manual.
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F17. Analysis of the T-component passive data (Love waves) obtained with a
linear and equally-spaced array

In the snapshot below, it is shown the ReMi panel (accessible from the main winMASW®
panel). Here you can upload your data (equally or non-equally spaced) and, once all the
relevant parameters properly set (correct geophone distance [in this case 5 meters],
frequency and velocity limits, window length etc.), we can run the codes (in this case we
ask the software to show only the average phase-velocity spectra).

In this case, we also activate the ESAC option so to compare the result obtained from the
“‘ReMi approach” (i.e. the phase shift technique applied to passive data) and the one from
the Extended Spatial AutoCorrelation.

velocity spectrum: limits
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00058 |sampling rate (s)
show traces & spectra 1 | number of channels for smoothing

7 | smoathing (%) for the Spectral Ratio

Once we click the “compute” button, we immediately obtain two figures:

1) the first with the array

2) a second one with the amplitude spectra of each channel and the spectral ratios with
respect to the first channel (in order to understand what kind of information you can
obtain from these graphs, please see Dal Moro & Stemberk, 2022).

Needless to say that, as for any (passive and active) seismic acquisition, acquisitions
must be accomplished using homogeneous geophones (with the same identical
sensitivity curve) and the same gain value (if any).
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After a few seconds, you obtain the final figure with three phase velocity spectra: the one
obtained considering the direction from the first to the last trace, the one considering the
opposite propagation velocity and the mean one (obtained simply averaging the first two
velocity spectra). Since in this case we also activated the ESAC option, overlapped with
the three velocity spectra is also shown (dots) the dispersion obtained via ESAC.

A few comments about the obtained results can be briefly outlined. If we compare the
velocity spectra from ReMi (i.e. phase shift) and the dispersion obtained from ESAC, we
can point out a sort of “special feature” since they coincide (the maximum of the velocity
spectra and the dispersion curve from ESAC have the same velocity). This is clearly not
in agreement with the general paradigm often outlined while considering the “ReMi
approach”, where the dispersion is said to be represented by the “lower limit” of the
obtained velocity spectrum (see pertinent literature). In this case, the correct/real velocity
(identified through the ESAC) corresponds to the maximum coherence of the velocity
spectrum obtained from ReMi and not with the lower limit. The reason is quite simple: the
microtremor field is not homogenously (azimuthally) distributed but there are dominating
sources in line with the array (in this case the array was in fact perpendicular to two busy
streets running one North of it and one South — one was closer than the other and this is
shown by the amplitude spectra obtained at the very beginning of the computation).
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F18. Automatic removal of industrial components from the HVSR

In this example we show the removal of an important industrial component at a frequency
where a real HVSR peak is also present.
First of all we compute the H/V spectral ratio in the usual way (see following snapshot).
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Together with the ordinary graphs, are also shown the coherence functions and the
guasi-unsmoothed amplitude spectra (for details see the “Computing, assessing and
modelling the HVSR” section of this manual).
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The presence of an industrial component at about 1.5 Hz is apparent but let's try to
further characterize what happens at 1.5 Hz carefully assessing the following further
graphs.

We can further verify the presence of industrial components through more in-depth
analyses. In the following figure, it is shown the directivity of the horizontal component
(i.e. the amplitude spectra on the horizontal plane as a function of the azimuth): at 1.5 Hz
the amplitude is apparently very directive (it strongly varies with the azimuth).
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In case we compute the particle motion along the three planes considering the raw
data or a frequency where no industrial components are present, we obtain a so-to-
speak chaotic series of graphs without any specific trend (snapshot down below).
Reminder: we obtain this kind of graphs with the “Particle Motion & TLLA” button: by
leaving the field to the right of the button blank we will be dealing with the raw data,
whereas if we wish to consider a specific frequency we just need to enter it in that box
(left of the button). In the following snapshot we consider the 2 Hz frequency, where no
industrial signal is present (this is why we obtain a chaotic particle motion).
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On the other hand, in case we ask the software to show the particle motion at 1.5 Hz (by
entering 1.5 in the box to the left of the “Particle Motion & TLLA” button), we obtain the
following graphs, which clearly show the unnatural (i.e. artificial cause extremely regular
and therefore not associate to the uncorrelated microtremor field associated to natural

microtremor sources).
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Particle motion at 1.5 Hz

3D particle motion [1.5 Hz]

All these evidences clearly show the industrial origin of the 1.5 Hz component that we
now wish to remove from the HVSR. We can easily doing it using the “processing
industrial signals” button after having properly set the two simple related parameters in
the two small boxes at the left of the button.
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In the upper left corner the original HVSR [red curve] together with the processed one
(free from the identified industrial component) [blue curve]. As usual, all the figures and
related files are automatically saved in the working folder.
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F19. From the panel “joint analysis of phase and group velocities” (just one
component): joint modelling of the phase- and group-velocity spectra (FVS
approach) together with the HVSR and refraction travel times

Here a non-equally spaced active ZVF dataset with just 5 traces that allows us to depict
both the phase and group velocities (these latter defined considering just the last trace
— see red square), refraction travel times and the HVSR curve from a passive
acquisition. Since we are considering a very limited number of traces (length of the array
52 m), the phase-velocity spectrum shows also the effect of the spatial aliasing. This is
not a real problem because the actual dispersion is perfectly clear (in the 5-17 Hz
frequency range dispersion shows phase velocities of about 160-280 m/s). Of course, if
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The following snapshot reports the joint modelling of four (4) observables: the
Rayleigh-wave group and phase velocities (via FVS), the HVSR and the P-wave
refraction travel times (of course we can consider just the first arrivals). Needless to say
that in case we analyse the THF component we consider Love waves and SH-wave
refraction travel times.
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Appendix G: The Stesky's equation

Very often mixed materials such as the gravels can have very different Vs values
(approximately ranging from 300 to 500 m/s), depending on the relative amount of
cobbles and fine matrix (usually made of sand or clay - see Figure 1.16 of the "Surface

Wave Analysis for Near Surface Applications" Elsevier book)

In this respect it can be interesting to report the equation describing the resulting effective
velocity when two different materials are mixed up (Stesky, 1978):

1 1 1
—=0—+(1—-0)—
Vm Va Ve
where Vm is the velocity of the mixed media, Va and Vs the velocities of the A and B

materials, @ the volume fraction of the material A in the mixed media.

1% 3%

2% 5%
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Appendix H: seg to SAF conversion

This tool can is used to convert seg2 data/files (with three traces) as SAF file. Please,
notice that in order to compute the HVSR (or perform HoliSurface analyses) such
operation is not necessary since in the HVYSR and HS panels you can upload both SAF
and seg?2 files.

I3 winMASW® - Surface Waves & Beyond

& Y

managing active data
managing passive data
vertical stack

. TCEMCD
pare 2 [; ] dat.
multiple-dataset filtering concatenate data
combine 3C data concatenate HVSR (safisg2)

combine 2 datasets ?

pre:processing post-processing & miscellanea
SEG to SAF conversion

elastic moduli

Vs30 & VSE @ foundation
2D and 3D data

2D velocity contouring visualize RayFract files

3D projectivisualization Stesky's equation

open (& edit) .fig figure
photos & GPS data
area percentage

response-spectrum regularization

Now you can define:

1) unit of measurement: in case the data you get from your equipment have a physical
meaning, you can define it here (velocity or acceleration). In case you don't know it, just
let "counts";

2) the offset (this is relevant for HoliSurface® data - active data acquired while
considering a single 3-component geophone);

3) notes about the data/acquisition. This is extremely useful for instance in case you are
converting a dataset for HVSR analysis since you can indicate ancillary information such
as the coupling and weather conditions and any other fact that can be important to
consider while you process this sort of data.

When you upload the obtained SAF file in winMASW® or HoliSurface® (for instance in the
HVSR module), these notes will be automatically shown.
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In any case remember that in our HVSR panel, you can upload directly
the seg?2 files you obtain from your seismograph.

No need to convert the data!

In the seg2SAF panel, it is also possible to define a multiplicative factor (see snapshot
below). The data will be then multiplied by that factor and saved in the SAF file.

A winMASW® - HeliSurface® - converting seg/seqgy data to SAF — X

dataset: SSR30min.seg2

total time: 1799.992 5

[ resample to about 62Hz [16 ms]

sampling: 8 ms
D e ) EIETE number of channels: 24
NS (horizentalj channel
number of samples: 225000
[ 2 | Ew (horizontal) channel
offset (m):
multiplicative factor

notes: ‘ od li ind
good coupling, sunny, no win & exit |

notes to add to the SAF file

show selected traces
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Appendix |: basic procedures in brief

Here following you’ll find the sequence of the procedures to follow re the different
available types of analysis. Refer to each relevant section to deepen needed details.

Independently on the kind of analysis you intend to perform, the very first action to do is
the setting of the "working folder" from the main winMASW® panel (button "working
folder"). This is a folder (previously created by the user) where all the field datasets were
stored/copied and where the outputs of the performed analyses will be saved.

Single-component MASW analysis (Rayleigh or Love waves)
1. from the main panel open the panel about “Velocity spectrum, Modelling & Picking”
2. upload the field data (button along the toolbar)

3. compute the phase (or group) velocity spectrum with the “calculate spectrum” or
“‘phase velocities” (depending on the version/release you have) (remember to properly
choose the frequency and velocity limits, which depends on the data and site
characteristics).

Now there are 2 possibilities:

a) do the forward modelling of the retrieved dispersion
b) execute the picking of the dispersion curve (that is our interpretation always), save the
curve and proceed with the inversion section

We strongly recommend the first approach (forward modelling)
since it allows a full control over the whole process: the user can
understand the data on the basis of his stratigraphic knowledge.

In order to follow this mode, click on “parameters” in the section “modelling” and insert the
relevant data to thickness and layers Vs.

The aim is to obtain dispersion curves that can perfectly lay over (coherently) the
distribution of energy shown by the calculated velocity spectrum.

If you wish to make this process automatic (automatic inversion of some dispersion
curve), you need to pick the dispersion curve(s) and then go to the inversion panel.

Here you need to choose the numbers of layers to use for the inversion or, in the case a
starting model was previously obtained and saved during the forward modelling, you can
upload it [option#2, reference (i.e. starting) model]. This later is the option we strongly
recommend: first some forward modelling and eventually (if really necessary) the
automatic inversion (i.e. optimization of the model).

Once fixed all the parameters involved in the automatic inversion (see specific sections in
the manual) launch (button “RUN”) the process.

Due to the problems related to data ambiguities (see introductory section of this
manual and related specialized literature), if you only rely on the automatic inversion of
one single component you always necessarily risk to obtain a solution which is
mathematically correct/good but geologically meaningless.
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ReMi analysis (in winMASW® Academy also for multi-component data)

1.
2.

from main window open the section “ReMi spectra”
once uploaded the data (at least 1 minute long) and fixed the pertinent
parameters, compute the phase-velocity spectra launching the procedure with a
click on “spectra calculation” (try different lengths of the analysis window, from a
min of 4 seconds to the whole length of the dataset)

save the clearest spectrum (use the small button in the bottom right corner)

enter the section “Velocity spectrum, Modelling & Picking” clicking on “analyze
saved spectrum”

in this section just upload the just saved spectrum clicking on “upload ReMi
spectrum”

Please consider that you can also compute just the average spectra (“show average
spectra only” flag) and this is what we highly recommend.

The rest of the operation (forward modelling and/or inversion) is absolutely similar to the
MASW analyses (just remember that the interpretation/picking modalities for a ReMi
dataset is different from that of a MASW or ESAC phase-velocity spectrum).

Few basic recommendations (in order to obtain reliable Vs profiles)

N

always work with multi-component data

have a look at our video tutorials

read our books and papers (and try to reproduce the same kind of analyses)
self-learning: work with the data provided with the winMASW® software and get
familiar with all the several possible procedures
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Appendix L: multi-channel data concatenation

Among the utilities, it is also present the “concatenate data” tool. Through it, you can concatenate

two or more datasets. For instance, if you have 10 passive datasets each with 60 seconds, you
can concatenate (unite) them so to obtain a single dataset (10-minute long).

Example:
Let us try to concatenate two datasets (stendimentol.dat and stendimento2.dat).

step #1.:
Upload the datasets (use the “SHIFT” or “CTRL” buttons, so to select multiple files)

4] winMASW - concatenating seismic datasets - O .

www.winmasw.Com

tapering: [2] % | show & save dataset (ASCI) |

| show & save data=zet (.mat) |

Select multiple datazets by pressing "ctrl” or "zhift”.

Four conditions must be met:

the number of channels/geophones, the geophone distance,

the =ampling interval and the file format must ke the =ame for
allthe datagetz. Obtained dataset can be zaved as ASCI file
(zee manual for further details}.

e HIGHLY recommend to use the Matlak format.

Pleaze remember that for ESAC or Reldi analy=es iz not
necessary to have a single file (you can upload multiple datasetz

uging the CTRL button).

step #2:
Fix the tapering value (by default equal to 2%)

step #3:

click the “save obtained dataset” button choosing the format you need:

ASCII format (on the first line will be reported the sampling rate dt (in seconds) and the geometry
information);

Matlab/winMASW (.mat) format

At the end of the operation the following window (reporting the concatenated dataset) till appear:
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winMASW - concatenating several files [E=EE)
ing

File Edit View [Jnset Tools Desktop Window Help ~
NOde|k AW 0BEL- @08 0D

obtained total file
0 T r

02

04

time (s)

Of course, two conditions must be met:

1. the sampling rate (dt) must be the same (for all the datasets)
2. geometry and number of traces must be the same (for all the datasets)

IMPORTANT

As a matter of fact, this operation is not strictly necessary to handle the data in
winMASWE®. In both the ReMi and ESAC panels is in fact possible to upload n files
simply by selecting all the files as “multiple selection”, i.e. by holding the CTRL or
SHIFT button (as routinely done in all the window applications).
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Appendix M: tool TCEMCD

Using our HOLI3C geophone and winMASW Academy (tool TCEMCD) you can
efficiently acquire your passive data to process for ESAC and HVSR analyses
(recommended sampling rate: 6 msec, 167 Hz).

In the following figure is reported a typical acquisition setting: 21 vertical-component
geophones and our HOLI3C 3-component (2Hz) geophone are (simultaneously)
connected to a common 24-channel seismic cable.

Using the TCEMCD tool (in the Academy version) you can then extract the data for the

ESAC and HVSR analyses (for their joint analysis/inversion): you will obtain a standard
QAF fila (far H\/SQR) and a mat fila far tha FQRAC anah/cac

@ 2Hz vertical geophone ® channelftrace#1 ESAC + HVSR joint acquisition
® 4.5Hz vertical geophone
® 3-component geophone (for HVSR, ESAC and MAAM) 6

@

@

@

@

@

@12
¢ © © o @ ' 3 ® ® @ ® the three components of our 3C geophone
24 16 13 (UD), 14 (NS), 15 (EW) (HOLI3C) are connected to three channels of the

seismic cable by means of the provided cable

This way the vertical geophone of our HOLI3C is exploited also for the ESAC analyses.

In the following snapshot are shown 960 seconds (about 15 minutes) of data. In this case the
channels 13, 14 and 15 refer to the data collected using our HOLI3C geophone: channel#13
refers to the vertical geophone, channel#14 refers to the NS geophone and channel#15 refers to
the EW geophone. By clicking "convert & re-arrange" you will obtain 2 separate files: the SAF file
for HVSR analyses and a .mat file to upload in the ESAC panel.

m wWinMASW - HoliSurface = 3
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Obtained data/files: on the left the data of the SAF file (for the HVSR analysis); on the right the 22
traces related to the vertical-component geophones to use for the ESAC analysis.

Three traces for HVSR (UD, NS, EW) [actual amplitude] 5 rest of the (normalized) traces
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Appendix N: tool "combine 3C data"
This tool is basically a facility for the MOSR "method" described in Ryden et al. (2003).

Very briefly: some active 3-component geophones available on the market are designed
to acquire active data at different offsets.

Typically you have your first acquisition at the most distance offset (e.g. 60 m from the
source), then you get closer and closer to the source (so you record your next active data
at 55, 50, 45, 40, 35 (and so on) meters from the source).

In the end you can gather all these data/files in a single multi-offset dataset and
"simulate” a MASW acquisition.

How it works

The simplest way to understand how it works is to try by yourself using a small example
(a test dataset provided with the winMASW DVD - see the folder
"Demo_Datasets_dissemination/ProgettoMuscat")

ProgettoMuscat.pgw

You can open such a project file with any text editor (e.g. notepad) and you'll see the
following structure/information (the meaning is pretty clear):

It is a simple ASCII file with the .pgw extension

Project: Torviscosa
source: VF

sampling rate (s): 0.001
offsets: 72, 66, 60, 54, 48, 42, 36, 30, 24, 18, 12,6
Torviscosa_ HF#1.SAF
Torviscosa_ HF#2.SAF
Torviscosa_ HF#3.SAF
Torviscosa_ HF#4.SAF
Torviscosa_ HF#5.SAF
Torviscosa_ HF#6.SAF
Torviscosa_ HF#7.SAF
Torviscosa_ HF#8.SAF
Torviscosa_ HF#9.SAF
Torviscosa_HF#10.SAF
Torviscosa_ HF#11.SAF
Torviscosa HF#12.SAF
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upload 3C-MASW project (and produce multi-channel datazets)

Once you upload the ProgettoMuscat.pgw project, the following panels will show up:
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At the same time in the working folder six files will be automatically created: three segy-
and three Matlab (mat)-format multi-offset files.

More precisely, if the source is a Vertical Force (VF), you'll obtain three datasets (in the
double segy and mat formats):

RVF (radial component of Rayleigh waves)

ZVF (vertical component of Rayleigh waves)

TVF (the transversal component, which, in case you adopted an HF source, actually
means the THF component, i.e. the Love waves)
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Appendix O: data in mm/s with our HoliSurface® equipment

First of all, it is necessary to understand when it is or is not necessary that the acquired
data are in physical units (mm/s is the best solution), always reiterating that acquiring all

the data always and in any case in mm/s is a good habit.

HVSR: not necessary (but always useful)

Data for dispersion analysis (MASW, ESAC, ReMi, MFA/FTAN, HS, MAAM): not

necessary
Vibration analysis on buildings: extremely useful (highly recommended)

Vibration analysis at construction site (UNI/DIN): absolutely necessary

We need to follow the right procedures in two moments:
1) during data acquisition

2) when uploading the data in the software application (HS or winMASW)

We will see below how to correctly carry out the operations both during acquisition and

while loading the data.
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1. Acquisition

See documentation provided with your acquisition system. Here the information about
the geophones we provide.

The sensitivity of the 3C geophones we supply is:

- 2-Hz 3C geophone (the red one with metal case): 2 V/cm/s

- Geospace-Eliosoft 3C geophone (blue): 0.89 V/cm/s [equalized down to about
0.2 Hz via software]

Single-component geophones (see label on their cable):

- model C1: 0.82 V/icm/s

- model C: 0.92 V/icm/s

- model B1: 0.29 V/cm/s

- Geospace-Eliosoft model (blue) [recommended for MAAM, very useful also for

ESAC]: 0.89 Vicml/s

- model HL-3: 0.6 VV/cm/s
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2. Data uploading for HVSR analysis

If you have recorded the data according to the instructions above, a dialogue box will ask
you for the unit of measurement of the data when loading the seg?2 file.

uploading files in SEG2 format
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Define the sequence of channels containing, in order, the UD (vertical), NS
(or radial) and EW (or transverse) component

e wark g frider

default ancs

T modid dhe HYSH {also joindy with MASW o HeMVESAL dacy). sse te HY curse, 4o oo e “Welodly Spectuimia, Modeling & Ficking” pancls and upload the saecd HY curse

Define the unit of measurement of the input data.

In case you are using our acquisition system and correctly following the
acquisition procedures (see previous section), select the option highlighted
in the snapshot above and you will get the data in mm/s.

With this option, data are multiplied by 1000 so to obtain values in mm/s.
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Appendix P: data editing - zeroing, flipping & removing traces

With this tool ("zeros/flips") it's possible to zero out or flip the polarity of single traces.

zeroing single traces

In the following snapshot you can see that the channel/geophone#11 is not working and we
decide to zero the whole trace out as in the figure.

O evsipEnwyg LA ow Y TiEae @0 Be oS =/ gr

#2: velocity spectrum, (MASW, ESAC &

ding &

normal & winMASW - removing traces - o

cancel picaing

version

Joint OCHV v

ret e

= = [ g o] [

«) [done |t Zeroamos | Npaltraces  show 30 data | test angitude | Zero padding

www.winmasw.com

You can also notice the red colour of the "resampling" section: if the dataset was sampled at a frequency
higher than 1 ms (which is completely useless- just consider the Nyquist- Shannon theorem), the software
warns you about that and recommends you to resample the dataset [click on "accept" and you will obtain a
re-sampled dataset (by default the resampling rate is 0.5, so in case your original dataset was sampled at

0.5 ms, you will obtain a new dataset @ 1 ms).

Flipping (flipping the polarity of single traces)

= ’
O SVSIIA|E Mg A DY Y| T @ B B 9oRS u AR

#2:valochty spectrum, modalling & pickmg {WASVY, ESAC & Rahl analysas) veaatze con

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

phasevesaty |64 g vty 0| drow veneny

velocity spectrum (ZVF-PHASE -spectrum)

www.winmasw.com

e || Swattraces || show S cie | metamsitade | zors pdden

Do you see trace#16 (in the original dataset)? It is quite clear that that geophone/channel has a
reversed polarity compare to the rest of the traces. On the right, the corrected dataset (trace#16
is flipped). You could also zero out trace#4 (geophone out of order).
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Removal of single traces

Let us see an example of this operation in the joint panel. In this case it is a dataset that we
might consider the standard one for multi-component and multi-offset (phase velocities)
analyses. Data were recorded using just a set of 4.5 Hz horizontal geophones so to
obtain the radial component of Rayleigh waves (RVF) and Love waves (THF).

If we have a look at the seismic traces, we can realize the relatively-low quality of the
trace#13 for both the components.

first component (Rayleigh)

.......
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frequency (Hz)

We can therefore decide to remove such a trace (from one of for both the components). We
click the “removing: show” in order to verify that is bad trace is actually the #13 and once we
are sure about that we simply click the “removing: accept” button.

We are then back in the main panel and can note that that channel was actually removed
(remember that winMASW® Academy can easily handle non-equally spaced data).
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Now we can re-compute the phase-velocity spectra of the new (clean and non-equally
spaced) data [the trace with an offset of 20 meters is now missing].
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We can then decide to do the same thing for the second component (which in this case is the
THF —i.e. Love waves).
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Appendix Q: stack (Academy version)
This tool is available both among the “utilities” (“managing active data” group), both in the
toolbar of the “Velocity Spectrum/a, Modeling & Picking” panels (VS button).

Once you click the “vertical stack” button, you’ll be able to select all the files you want to
stack (see snapshot here below).

N =

www.winmasw.caom utilities
-

ex|y @ 9 @m @ v\':l' ﬁl managing active data managing passive data

vertical stack TCEMCD

compare 2 datasets

parallel computing concatenate data
multiple-dataset filtering
Parallel Computing On concatenate HVSR (SAF)
(72 workers) combine 3C data
- _ combine 2 datasets || ?
surface V| < .
post-processing & miscellanea
re-processin
[setyour workng foider. poe N clastic modun
= SEG to SAF conversion
open working folder Vs30 & VsE @ foun...

r 2D and 3D data Stesky's equation
I:\ELIOSOFT\Dati\Summaga\MASW e —
2D GPS positioning calculator [in HS]

4] select datasets to stack
single-c
N > ThisPC > data () > ELIOSOFT > Dati > Summaga > MASW > v o Search MASW yel
Organise v New folder =y O @
single-ct
quick_presentation A Name Date modified Type &
Joint An|
I This PC [] 2017-06-15_09-42ZVFdx3mo5_shot10.5.5eg2 15/0 SEG2 File
Rayle Z : [] 2017-06-15_09-40ZVFdx3mod.seg2 SEG2 File
J 3D Objects
| ] 2017-06-15_09-40ZVFdx3mo4_shot1.seg2 SEG2 File
Desidop [ 7] 2017-06-15.09-40ZVFdx3mod_shot2.seq2 SEG2 File
=] Documents | ] 2017-06-15_09-40ZVFdx3mo4_shot3.seg2 SEG2 File
jointa & Downloads | ] 2017-06-15_09-40ZVFdx3mo4_shotd.seg2 SEG2 File
! D Music | ] 2017-06-15_09-40ZVFdx3mo4._shot5.seg2 SEG2 File 5
No preview
a &) Pictures |_] 2017-06-15_09-40ZVFdx3mo4_shotb.seg2 SEG2 File a.é\\eb!z.
loint Inv|
B Videos | ] 2017-06-15_09-40ZVFdx3mo4_shot7.seg2 SEG2 File
| ] 2017-06-15_09-40ZVFdx3mo4_shot8.seg2 SEG2 File
‘i Local Disk (C:) 5
| ] 2017-06-15_09-40ZVFdx3mo4_shot9.seg2 SEG2 File
DVD'RW Drive (02). [ 7] 2017-06-15.09-40ZVFdx3mod_shot10.seq2 SEG2 File
K GDM _MutiMedia (H:) [] 2017-06-15_09-14THF dx3mo5.5.5eg2 SEG2 File
= data (1) [] 2017-06-15_09-14THFdx3mo5_shot1.5.5eg2 SEG2 File
@ LaCie (L) ] 2017-06-15_09-14THFdx3mo5_shot2.5.5eg2 SEG2 File v
v < >
File name: | "2017-06-15_09-40ZVFdx3mo4_shot1.seg2" "2017-06-15_09-40ZVFdx3mod_shot2.seg2" "2017-06-15_09-40ZVFch3mod_shot3.seg2" "z v‘ main seismic formats (*.dat;".se v
Open Cancel

Once you upload the data (also providing the geometry — i.e. the minimum offset and the
geophone distance), you will then obtain the following figure (the very last plot reports the
stacked data — as you can see the S/N ratio is now better).

The stacked data are saved (segy and Matlab format) in the working folder with the file
name you will provide in the dialog window will appear.

In this example (see following picture), the (active) data were recorded with the channels
“‘inverted”.

When you upload them in winMASW®, you will be easily flipped them with the “flip
traces/data” button.
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2017-06-15_09-40ZVFdx3mo4_shot1.seg2 2017 06-15_09-40ZVFdx3mod_shot2.seg2 2017 06-15_09-40ZVFdx3mo4_shot3.seg2 2017 06-15_09-40ZVFdx3mo4_shot4.seg2
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Vertical stack of seven shots: the last one (on the right, lower panel) is the
obtained seismic dataset.

Do you know that we analyzed the surface waves recorded on the Moon
during the Apollo missions (active and passive data)? Would you like to
know what we found out? Have a look here:
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Appendix R: plotting multiple HVSR curves (2D HVSR sections)

By clicking the “show multiple HVSRs” button you can upload a series of HVSR curves
(.hv format) previously saved in the same folder and obtain the following plots (their use
and meaning is clearly really wide and it depends on your “fantasy” and needs).

While uploading of the curves, it is possible (through two simple dialogue boxes) to fix the
minimum and maximum frequency to plot and the specific positions of each HVSR curve
(inline positions).

Two possible uses:

1) If we collected several HVSR at the same site, we can compare them using this tool;

2) In case we collected HVSR data at different points (e.g. across a valley), we can have
an idea of the overall trend of the subsurface main features (e.g. the bedrock) and you
obtain a sort of 2D HVSR section.

Visualizing all the uploaded HVSR curves:
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——— 6P 20210803 185 Nartt first_free_mean.hy
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——— 20P 2021-09-15_18-44_casettaNCRD meanHVSR post industrial
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Plotting the original HV curves according to a 2/3D perspective
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Small magenta squares report the position of the 21 curves considered for this example.

Summary image where are also reported the filenames of the uploaded curves (so to
keep under control everything):
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How to obtain the inline positions to use for your 2D HVSR section?

Three possible ways to do it (but you can maybe discover further ways to do it):

1) The most traditional way is the physical measurement on the field of the distances
from the zero/reference point for instance with a measuring tape;

2) Using Google Earth and its tool for measuring the distances from one point [of
course you need to know the location of each single measuring point];

3) Using the “multiple geo-referenced photo” tool available in HoliSurface® and
winMASW® Academy — see relevant Appendix). Of course, the precision depends
on the device/smartphone you used on the field (and on the satellite cover of the
site). Usually this approach is fine in case you are exploring vast areas and there is
no need for very-high accuracy.

1_ditch_202109-13_17-39-38-673 jog 2_20210826_181153_HOR jpg 2Pb_202109-13_17-54-12:831 Jpg 3.20210826_182027 jpg 4_GPS_2021-09-08_12-07-36-968 jpg 6_20210903_195420 jpg
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Plotting the logarithm of the HVSRs (so to better highlight the low amplitudes):
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normalized HVSR

Plotting the normalized curves (to clearly follow the general trend):

normalized HVSRs
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Frequency-depth conversion

In order to convert frequencies into depths (which is useful in the case the subsurface
structure is particularly simple and we can believe that a certain “signal”’ [peak or not] is
related to a specific stratigraphic horizon), a dialog box pops up at the end of the
processing and the user needs to input the average velocity (Vs) down to the signal we
want to focus on.

This can happen for example in case of a valley in which we have a roughly
homogeneous coverage characterized by a certain Vs that depends on the nature of the
sediments. Using the relation f=Vs/4H it is possible to obtain what is shown in the
example shown below, where the bedrock is covered by a series of soft sediments with a
mean Vs equal to 120 m/s.

The Vs value to input should clearly come from dispersion data (in this case from
HoliSurface® analysis) and not from mere assumptions.

normalized HVSRs [assumed velocity: 120 m/s]

2!:-- 1
—~ 4B 0.8
E 6# 0.6
s 8 -
10 0.4
L - 0.2
14 L —— -
0 50 100 150 200 250

inline position

www.winmasw.com

normalized HVSR

100
12

depth (m) 14 %0

inline position

The image is saved in the working folder with a file name that also includes the input
velocity used for the conversion. This is useful, for example, in case we have two or more
peaks and, in order to obtain the trend of both the pertinent stratigraphic contacts, we
perform two conversions (with two different velocities), the first with the mean Vs above
the high-frequency peak and the second with the mean Vs above the low-frequency peak
(in the working folder we will then obtain two files, related to two different velocities).
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Appendix S: 3-component data concatenation (.SAF format)

Among the utilities (in the “managing passive data” group), you can also find the
“concatenate HVSR (SAF)” tool.

By clicking that button you will be able to upload a series of .SAF data (the standard
format for microtremor data for the HVSR computation) and you will automatically obtain
a (single) “total-HVSR.saf” file with all the uploaded data.

In the example here below, we uploaded three SAF files (each 24h long) so to obtain a
single file with 3-day data.

-
IR TG ]

parallel computing

Parallel Computing On
(T2 workers)

72| wpply paratiel
| setyour working folder

open working folder

surface waves & beyond

- Internet sites - ~

where am I? [GPS]

www.winmasw.com

c: i _JABO

Rayleigh-Wave Attenuation Analysis

joint analysis of Surface Waves (+ HV)

IOCH3daysHVSR

convert SEG to SAF || show mulfiple HVSRs

joint inversion of dispersion & HV SRIRPM

¥
Www.wWinmasw.com

4] WinMASWE - Surface Waves & Beyond - X
utilities
managing passive data

managing active data

vertical stack TCEMCD

compare 2 datasets e
muitiple-dataset filtering
concatenate HVSR (SAF)
combine 3C data
combine 2 datasets | ?

pre-processing post-processing & miscellanea

SEG to SAF conversion elastic moduli

20 and 3D data V=30 & VsE @ foun...

single-component analysis (Rayleigh/Love) (+ HV) passive seismics 20 GPS positioning
ReMi & SR _ 2D velocity contouring
single-observable inversion [disp. or HVSR] HVSR tools
DTM tool
Joint Analysis of Phase & Group Velocities _

| Velocity Specira, Modeling & Picking [ Jointinversion of RayieighiLove + HV |
Joint Inversion of Dispersion Data | Halistic Inversian of Rayleigh Waves (Disp+RPM) |
Academy - 2020 | check current release |

Please, remember to register your purchase: winmasw@winmasw.com (read carefuly the license)

Once the single SAF files are uploaded, you can specify the file name for the total dataset
(again as a SAF file).
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www.WinMASW.com — Shaping Seismic Solutions


http://www.winmasw.com/

400

wWinMASW®

In case the dataset is exceedingly large (due to a high sampling frequency and/or
because of a very long recording) the final (total) dataset is not shown (but it is clearly

saved with the file name provided by the user):

PVES25.saf
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=

time (min)

1000

channels

PVES27.saf
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very large dataset [not shown]

Z [vertical]

R [radial]

[transversal]

JOINT ANALYSIS OF SURFACE & BODY WAVES
AND ADVANCED TOOLS FOR VIBRATION DATA
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Appendix T: managing multiple geo-referenced photos
[exploration of wide areas]

This tool (among the utilities of winMASW® Academy and HoliSurface®) is meant to
efficiently manage the exploration (especially via HVSR) of large areas/profiles, where
the accuracy of the positioning is not an issue and a relatively-large error (usually 2-4 m)
does not represent a serious problem.

The point to address through a concrete example. Let us imagine we want to highlight
possible lateral variations along a relatively-long profile via passive data (HVSR / ESAC
or interferometry). Let’s us now here consider the HVSR case.

step#1 (in the field)

At each measurement position of the 3C geophone take a picture with our smartphone,
action Camera or whatever - see the section “GPS data in our software applications
(WinMASW®, HoliSurface® & ELIOVSP®)”,

Let’'s imagine we want to consider 12 points/photos (in this case along a profile more or
less 170m long).

step#2 (at home)
First, we better name (re-name) the photo files in a sequential way. For instance:
1_sitel.jpg; 2_site2.jpg; 3_site3.jpg; 4_sited.jpg etc.
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step#3

Once we put all the photo files in the same folder (to set as working folder from the main
panel of winMASW®/HoliSurface®, we can now click the “photos & GPS data” button
(among the utilities) and upload the twelve (12) photos at once (multiple-file selection
possible with the ctrl button).

B HoliSurface® - utilities

HS utilities

managing active data
managing passive data vertical stack

TCEMCD assemble VF/EX with HF

doublo MAAM compare 2 datasets

concatenate HVSR (SAF) compare N datasets
average velocity spectrum
pre-processing
SEG to SAF conversion
post-processing & miscellanea

2D and 3D data
qc/Nspt-Vs
upload & show GRD file
elastic modull

2D velocity contouring
Vs30 at foundation

30 projoctivisualization -
Stesky's equation

DTM tool scientific calculator

__protwssces | M PSR

tool for uploading multiple GPS photos and create figures, KMZs and more [see manual]

As an alternative to uploading the 12 photos, it is also possible to create and upload a
“project file” in the form of a trivial ASCII file (therefore with the.txt extension) in which
the files of each photo are written (one per line).

Here is an example of a project file (example "project_file.txt") for uploading 4 photos:
2 20210826_181153 HDR.jpg

4 _GPS_2021-09-08_12-07-36-968.jpg

9 2021-09-08_12-12-29-076.jpg

13 20210831 _160123.jpg

What is the difference between uploading the n images and using a project file?
Only one (but from a practical point of view very important): if the files/images are
uploaded directly, they must be re-named as indicated above (in case we want the
correct sequence and therefore the correct lengths/distances).

If, on the other hand, we use a project file, it is not necessary to name the image files
sequentially because the sequence will be the one indicated in the project file itself. In the
latter case, the images may therefore have any name (e.g. sitol.jpg, 2ns_site.jpg, 2021-
09-09.jpg etc.).
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In any case you will automatically obtain the following figures/outcomes (automatically
saved in the working folder):

number2bis.jpg number3 jpg numberd jpg

number5.jpg number6.jpg number7.jpg number8_2m_sooer_northward.jpg

E
0
U
3
a
7
E
G
3
3
3
3

number10.jpg number13_2020-08-06_18-30-08-756.jpg numberid_2020-08-06_19-30-36-768.jpg

Figure with all the uploaded photos

In the working folder, for each photo you will obtain a “summary figure” and a kml file
with the same name as the uploaded photos (e.g. “SiteLocation_4 number4.kml”) [of
course they can be then easily uploaded/used in Google Earth].

4_numberd jpg
Altitude: 44 m

Lat: 45 44 118738N
Long:13 21 147019E

Lat: 45.7366316200139735315133 N

Long: 13.3540844100026419027927 E

www.winmasw.com

Three figures with the same meaning: the position of the twelve sites with three slightly-
different ways to visualize such information (you can choose the one that better suits your
needs and taste). In the lower right corner are reported the (editable) linear
distances from the first point. You can highlight the whole sequence and copy and
paste the obtained values wherever you need to do it.

For instance you can copy and paste such a sequence (i.e. the inline positions) in the
project file that can be used to automatically batch processing all the HVSR data (see
Appendix “batch processing of multiple HVSR data” — fifth line of the project file).
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Needless to say that you can modify/correct large errors due to inaccuracy of the device
you used to take the snapshots in the field.

46°30'N

Latitude
S
]
z

45°30'N

Longitude

46°30'N f

Latitude
B
R
>

45°30'N

" : "
. 1

| 4
14°E

13°E
Longitude

46°30'N f

Latitude
P 3
2
z

13°E 14°E
Longitude

45.737 Al pomtectiog :
number2bis.jpg
[3] number3.jpg
4] number4.jpg
45.7365 numberS.jpg i
number6.jpg
@
S umber?.jpg linear distances from the first golnt ‘m)
§ 5] nanbers 2m 8ooer. horthwardjpg 0 50 100 150
)] number9.jpg
45.736 - Smietiojpg
1] number13_2020-08-06_18-30-08-756.jpg
45.7355 =
13.3538 13.354 13.3542 13.3544
Longitude
45737 T ]
|
www.winmasw.com
|
n
45.7365 - & 1
| |
3 o Kk qi o
3 | from the it p (m)
£ EE E R EESEEE B ®
3 =) 0 50 100 150
| |
45.736 o 1
)
45.7355 = : : . : J
13.3538 13.354 13.3542 13.3544
Longitude
457371 T " W] number1.jpg ' ]
(2] number2bis.jpg
www.winmasw.com
(3] number3.jpg
(4] numbera.jpg
45.7365 - 1(5) numbers.jpg 1
(6] number.jpg
[}
b= W[7) number7 jpg from the distances between adjacent points (m)
=
§ (8] number8_2m_sooer_northwardjpg 0 50 100 150
(9] number9.jpg
45.736 3 I[10] number10.jpg
I[11] number13_2020-08-06_18-30-08-756 jpg
45,7355 = L [12) number14_2020-08-06_19-30-36-768.jpg

13.3538 13.354 13.3542 13.3544
Longitude

www.WinMASW.com - Shaping Seismic Solutions


http://www.winmasw.com/

winMASW® 405

The following HVSR 2D section is just an example of a concrete application of the
distances obtained considering the procedure described in the Appendix “batch
processing of multiple HVSR data”.

In simple terms: a series of HVSR data were collected along a profile. For each point a
geo-referenced picture was taken.

The photos were uploaded with the utility described in this Appendix and the point
locations along the profile was therefore obtained (of course a simple straight profile is
considered).

In this case the length of the profile is about 700 m and the considered number of points
is 18 (with a better focus in the first 350 m [higher point density]).

normalized curves

31

- -
N (o}

www.winmasw.com
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Please, see also the Appendix “batch processing of multiple HVSR data”.
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Appendix U: batch processing of multiple HVSR data [also for 2D
reconstructions]

Processing a large amount of HVSR data can be time consuming. In order to do it
automatically (thus saving time and energy) you can use this tool (available in
winMASW® Academy and HoliSurface®). A very simple ASCII project file need to be
written and saved so to be uploaded using the “multiple HVSR batch processing”
button in the HVSR panel.

HoliSurface® & winMASW ® - Horizontal-to-Vertical Spectral Ratio (HVSR)

O@ssd| @ | | RORNE 908 o N> A

show current data reset multiple HVSR batch processing ‘

step#1 (optional) - decimate

64 Hz v new frequency resample

All the files to be processed must be stored in the same folder where you also have your
project file.

An example of data and project file is provided together with the winMASW/HoliSurface
software in the “Self Training_Data Dissemination” folder (see subfolder
“‘Automatic_2D HVSR_section_data_and_projectfile”).

The project file is a simple ASCII files with the following structure/content (try to open the
“project_file_18points.txt’provided file):

The Hill Project

2D HVSR section#1

290 350

0

0 7 13 23 57 80 85 110 118 127 137 146 190 220 287 327 507 725
47 46 45 43 42 41 39 37 36 36 36 36 355 355 35 35 35 36.5
firstPOINT.SAF 1123 photo_sitel.jpg

secondPOINT.seg2 1 12 3 photo_site2.jpg

locationTHREE_doubleHOLI3C.seg2 112 3 photo_site3.jpg
locationTHREE_doubleHOLI3C.seg2 2 6 54 photo_site4.jpg

Meaning of each row

First line: project name

Second line: just a note for you

Third line: the average velocity (Vs) between the surface and the horizon/contact you
want to follow (equivalent Vs). This can be for instance the contact between a shallow
soft (e.g. silt) layer and a gravel layer (this kind of contacts can create very large HVSR
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peaks) or the contact between a quaternary layer and the bedrock. Please, remember

that an HVSR peak does not necessarily refer to the bedrock. If you insert two (or more)

values, the conversion from frequency to depth will be accomplished for all the reported

values.

Forth line: this is the “hibernate computer” flag. If “1” (one) at the of the batch processing

the computer will automatically hibernate (this can be useful for instance in case you are

batch processing a large amount of data and want to launch the procedure and forget

about this); in case the value is “0” (zero), at the end of the procedure the computer will

not hibernate.

Fifth line: the inline position of each point (in meters) [see also Appendix “Managing

multiple geo-referenced photos [exploration of large areas]’]

Sixth line: the topography for each point (in meters). In case you are not interested in

such a feature, just put one single zero (0) value.

Seventh (and successive) line(s). Along these lines must be provided four (4)

information:

9) the filename of your microtremor data (considered both SAF and seg2 formats)

10)the number of the considered 3C geophone (a_seg?2 file can contain data about more
than one 3C geophone! — see later on)

11)the sequence about the vertical, NS and EW traces for the considered geophone

12)the filename of a georeferenced jpg photo (see pertinent section of the manual). In
case you do not have it, just write “photo1.jpg” [you must write something!]

With some acquisition system you can record several “HVSR” data at once, at multiple
locations. For instance, with our standard system (and important news will be soon
available), you can easily connect two HOLI3C (3-component) geophones and
consequently record the data to obtain the HVSR curves at two different locations.

seismograph

3C geophone ‘ 3C geophone

When you are using two (or more) geophones at once, your file will clearly contain more
than just 3 traces. Let us here consider the simple case of 2 3-component geophones
recording simultaneously the data. You will clearly have a final dataset/file with 6 traces
(3 about the first geophone/site and 3 about the second geophone/site).
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In order to easily manage this sort of multiple-HVSR data in your project you can easily
specify/define the meaning of your data file in the project file. If, for instance, the file is
named “locationTHREE_doubleHOLI3C.seg2”, you need to specify the meaning of the traces
like this:
locationTHREE_doubleHOLI3C.seg2 1 12 3 photo_sitel.jpg
locationTHREE_doubleHOLI3C.seg2 2 6 54 photo_site2.jpg

This way we tell the software that the first three traces [1 2 3] are about the first
geophone (see the red number) while the traces 6 5 4 are about the second geophone
(see the red number).

Of course, in case we are dealing with a single geophone we simply need to write
something like “1 1 2 3” (in case the trace sequence is UD NS and EW) or “1 3 2 1”7 (in
case the trace sequence is EW NS UD) [this depends on your acquisition system].

A further possible situation is when the HVSR must be computed while considering the
data recorded considering a joint HYSR+MAAM set up (like in the following picture). For
those who are not familiar with this technique, MAAM stands for Miniature Array Analysis
of Microtremors (see our HoliSurface software application page and this video).

In this case our data file will have 7 traces: 3 about the 3-component geophone and 4
about the 4 vertical geophones used for the MAAM.

Also in this case we need to properly tell the software which ones are the UD NS and EW
traces to use for the computation of the HVSR. If, for instance, the 3-component
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geophone was connected to the first 3 channels of the seismograph the line will be
something line:

2020-08-06_18-32_pointl3_HVSR_MAAM110.seg2 112 3 photol.jpg

On the other side, if the 3-component geophone was connected to the last channels (so
the first 4 channels were used for the 4 vertical geophones), the line could be for instance
something like:

2020-08-06_18-32_pointl3 HVSR_MAAM110.seg2 176 5 photol.jpg

In this case the system and the configuration is such that the 7" channel is about the UD
(vertical) component, the sixth channel is connected to the NS component and the fifth
channel to the EW component.

It is therefore of paramount importance that you know exactly how your acquisition
system works (remember we provide all the necessary field equipment and software
necessary for any kind of seismic application, please visit our web site).

Outputs:

At the end of the procedure you will obtain a series of folders where the full analysis of
each dataset is stored. For instance, if the 17" file is named “8 2020-03-03_15-
09HUNTERDbis” the full analysis will be reported in a new folder named
‘HVSRoutput_17_8_2020-03-03_15-09HUNTERDbis”.

You will also obtain a series of figures with the reconstructed 2D data (see next pages).

Recommended procedure (try to do it with the provided data):

1) set the working folder (where all the data and project files are stored)

2) upload a geo-referenced photo of the area (this is optional but recommended)

3) upload the first dataset and do some processing aimed at defining the best
parameters to use during the processing of all the data that will be batched
processed

4) once the best processing parameters are chosen (length of the window, minimum
and maximum frequency to consider, smoothing, equalization options etc.), activate
the “full output” and the “close windows” options and upload the project file with the
‘multiple HVSR batch processing” button.

In the following pages, we report the outcomes you can obtain while adopting such a
procedure (with the provided training data & project file).
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2021-02-26_13-45-39-243 jpg
Altitude: 62 m
Lat: 45 55 439100N

Long: 13 25 395INE
Lat: 45.9288641300015925139633 N

Long: 13.4276497399978769209383 €

In the following figures are shown the amplitude-spectra curve and the normalized
HVSRs (so to better emphasize the HVSR peaks and their continuity over the inline

amplitude spectra [UD]

positions)
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normalized curves
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Amplitude spectra (actual and normalized amplitudes) for the three components [vertical,
NS and EW].
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HVSRs (actual amplitudes) using two different color scales:

actual amplitudes [linear scale]
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Further (final) figures

SSR Hill Project - topography
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Depth conversion using the velocity reported in the third line of the project file (in
this case 290 m/s).

Topography, uploaded picture, depths (having used the average velocity provided in the

project file) shown according to linear and log scales.
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A second example

In the following figures, we can see the outcome in case no topography is considered.

positioning and topography [26 points]
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Peat channel - topography
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Actual amplitudes: the large peak at about 6 Hz is due to a shallow (local) peat channel
while the peak at about 0.5 Hz is due to the deep bedrock
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normalized curves
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Depth conversion

The two figures shown here are obtained while considering two different mean Vs values
(third line in the project file): 50 m/s and 380 m/s.

These two values were fixed considering the specific characteristics of the site. While the
HVSR peak at about 0.5 Hz is about the deep bedrock, the large peak at 6 Hz is due to a
peat channel. The local peats are characterized by a Vs value of about 50 m/s (such a
value was obtained through the analysis of surface-wave dispersion — in this case via
MAAM) while the average Vs value for the whole stratigraphic column down to the
bedrock was estimated while considering ESAC data.

Using these two values (50 and 380 m/s) in the project file (third line) we can obtain the
approximated depth of the peat channel (in this case about 3 m) and the depth of the
bedrock.
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Appendix V: HS-QC [Quality Check] software: your field assistant

Most of the acquisition software applications of the seismographs available on the market
lack of tools for the assessment of the data quality. Once your (active or passive) data
has been acquired it is in fact impossible to evaluate the actual quality in a clear and
"quantitative" way.

For this reason, in order to not bring home poor-quality data, a QC [Quality Check]
version of our software applications has been implemented.

The data quality can be evaluated for both active (MASW and HS) and passive
(HVSR, ESAC, ReMi, MAAM, vibrational) data.

The software is clearly also available for those who do not own HS or winMASW ACD (at
a small price).

There are two families of panels:

1) quick analysis [dark blue buttons]: they allow a very quick and immediate evaluation
of the data;

2) "full" analysis: they allow you to upload the data and perform broader and more in-
depth analyses (these are simplified versions of the analyses possible with HS).

A tool for the stack of your active data is also available (see bottom right button in the
main panel here below).

4 HoliSurface® - Holistic Tool for the Analysis of Suface Wave Propagation and Vibration Data

= ¢ eoerlye TA

HS - QC (Quality Check) software: your field assistant

HS -Intemet sites- |~

software for the quality check of active and passive seismic data [release 2020] check current release

www.HoliSurface.com

I:\ELIOSOFT\Dati\SSR\Medea\New_HS_HVdata_usualMEADEOW_ABgeo\Acq2_10kg

| quick HS | | quick MASW | quick ESAC / ReMi / MAAM / HVSR / vibrations
HoliSurface, MAAM & HVSR passive seismics vibrations
HVSR show multiple HVSR e utilities
Disp+HVSR SSR & SD buildings
Holisurface MAAM
HvV2D wvertical stack
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THE THREE QUICK BUTTONS

For the fastest quality check three QUICK button are avaialble from the main panel,
depending on the type of data you are considering. After you click the pertinent button
and upload the recorded dataset you automatically obtain one of the following outcome.

ACTIVE DATA

HS data [“quick HS” button]
shown the traces, the RPM curve and the “velocity converted” traces
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MASW data [“quick MASW” button]
shown the traces (actual and normalized amplitudes) and the phase-velocity spectra
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winMASW®: phase-velocity spectrum [direct] winMASWE: phase-velocity spectrum [reverse]
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3 winMASW - m-offset data
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A different way to show the traces
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——datal1 ——datal1
2 data12|] data12
-4 |
Il
-6
0 0.1 0.2 0.3 04 0.5 1 1.5
time (s) time (s)

of course you can zoom in
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PASSIVE DATA

Button “passive: quick ESAC/ReMi/MAAM/HVSR/vibrations”

shown the traces with the actual amplitudes (in the example below there is clearly something
wrong with the channel#12)

ACTUAL AMPLITUDES

1S - QC (Quality Check) software: your field assistant

time (min)

www.HoliSurface.com

Amaga\ESAC

10 12
channels

5 - smcive 33 [AEIOSOFT eSS arar s ESAO01T €6 15,00 SIESACO3 B 52637

x10° ACTUAL AMPLITUDES

datat
—data2
data3
4 datad
dataS
datab |
data?
data8
dataS
data10
datat1
datal2 |
data13g
data14
data15
——datal6
datal?
data18 |
data19
data20
data21 |

amplitude

time (min)
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Also shown the amplitude spectra (actual and normalized values — again: the problem with the
channel#12 is clear and you need verify the reason on the field: it can be a poorly connected
geophone etc.)

- WS <hamad orginnie speas presoting 1w

ool v@e|0a
Amplitude Spectra (actual amplitudes) <108 chann.el map
12
20 ®
10 °
8 Bl ®
v
6
B ®
4 o
2 4t ®
2 “
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12| e
channels E o
>
Normalized Amplitude Spectra i 08 &
L
_ 08 <
:E o v
= {05 6f ®
g 7
] s
g " 04 al e
= 4. - — - 3
& 0.2
2 @
2 —ita =3 b |
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 1.0 1
channels x (m)

A further output is the Spectral Ratio of each trace with respect to the first trace.

e Spectral Ratio [with respect the first trace] - 3D rotation on
- ! 4.5
4
16
35
-
N N 10 3
3 IS
1 By |*°
N < 7
. S
3 B3 2
g £
3 15
3 4
1
3
0.5
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
channels
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Traces, amplitude and phase spectra of the uploaded traces:
the presence of a bad trace is (again) apparent.

winMASW®

WwWww.winmasw.com

waseloa

#7 #8 #16 #17
] 0
2 2
4 4
z 6 3
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@ ] 8
£
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2 12
14 14
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a
=10°

hed 9%)
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40 75
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HVSR

In case the uploaded dataset is composed of just three traces, the software considers the
data as microtremor data for the computation of the HVSR and automatically computes
and shows the following outputs

ACTUAL AMPLITUDES

_— ——
— — ——agae——  ——u
—— R ——————
B ——————

time {min)
w

05 1 15 2 25 3 35
channels

The three uploaded traces (actual amplitudes)

Amplitude Spectra (actual amplitudes) x10®

WWW.WIiNnmaoasw.cCom

15

-
o

10

frequency (Hz)
~

w s

channel map

e ——————————————— 1
2
1 2 3

channels

y (m)

Normalized Amplitude Spectra

25 1
16
I —————

-
o

0.6 -1 -05 0 05 1
X (m)

frequency (Hz)
w ~

e ———

N
=N

2 3
channels

Amplitude spectra of the uploaded traces (actual and normalized amplitudes)
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www.winmasw.com

www.winmasw.com
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winMASW®
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the uploaded traces (in the lower panel a detail/close up)

amplitude x10°

amplitude spectra (smoothed 9%) phase spectrum (smoothed 9%) «10% traces (0.5 s)
0 = 2l
-200 -
400 - 1 M\
600 - 0
-800
At
-1000 +
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-1200 ' | —data2 \ 2
data3]
T i 5l ) | | |
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traces, amplitude and phase spectra of the three traces
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@

Spectral Ratio of each trace with respect to the first trace

3 winh{ASW - Muti-channel Spectral Ratio smaciting: 7]

www.winmasw.com
frequency (Hz)
~

—
1 2 3
channels

€3 winMAswes & Holisurface® - computation of the HVSK |two possitilities: vertical trace as first trace 'standard format] or as third tracs|

dde Mao9e 08
amplitude spectra [smoothing: 12%] amplitude spectra
7a\
107 1 107}
-8 8
£ 10 10
8]
% 0.3 0.8 2 5 15 40 0.3 0.8 2 5 15 40
E fequency (Hz) fequency (Hz)
§ 3 HVSR (trace#1 as vertical - STANDARD format) 2 HVSR (trace#3 as vertical)
3
3
2
14
»
>
T
1
0 0
0.3 0.8 2 5 15 40 0.3 0.8 2 5 15 40
fequency (Hz) fequency (Hz)

Smootghed (12%) amplitude spectra and HVSR computed considering two possible
situations (which depend on the characteristics of your acquisition system):

1) on _the left the results in case the meaning of your traces is vertical, H1 and H2 (i.e.
the vertical component is the first trace — standard format);

2) on the right the results in case the meaning of your traces is H1, H2 and vertical (i.e.
the vertical component is the third trace).
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THE “ORDINARY” (SIMPLIFIED) PANELS

In addition to the QUICK buttons/analyses, a simplified version of the ordinary panels are
available, which allow some more detailed — but anyway simple — data analysis to
perform already on the field during the data acquisition (in order to simply the field
operations the active buttons are highlighted in ﬂ)

=1=3 HORAEeee [ R

step#1 [optional) - decimate

sz || newhequency  [issimpe]

step#2 - HIV computation

claan sxes

indow lengih (5]

tapering (%) Min. freq.: 0.2Hz

| 55 ampitude tneshoid
[380 | +smivesos
105 [=|  spechatsmoating ranguirwicows
- Please, upload a SAF (or seg2) dataset
default axes
directivity analysis
frequenties lo highkgt Hz compute

www.winmasw.com
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g P
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1 80 ) | 2 ox : 2|
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: source 0 3 - “ ‘ 3
3 # ==L
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Appendix W: Setting up the HoliSurface® acquisition system

In order to record HS (HoliSurface®), HVSR or vibration data with a single 3-component
geophone (HOLI3C):

1) Connect the (female) connector of the HoliSurface seismic cable to the (male)
connector of the seismograph (channels 1-12)

2) Connect the HOLI3C geophone to the end of the HoliSurface seismic cable (female
connector of the HOLI3C geophone to the male connector at the end of the HoliSurface
seismic cable).

See also the following video tutorial: https://youtu.be/hqjJvAXL6XQ

Remember that, if you want to record the active data for the HoliSurface [HS] technique,
the arrow of the HS sticker [on the HOLI3C geophone] must point the source.

3) Now, launch the acquisition software (that you previously installed) and fix the
acquisition parameters suitable and necessary for the acquisition you are going to do
(remember that, if you properly connected the HOLI3C geophone [for HS, HVSR or
vibration data], you just need to activate the channels 1 2 and 3).

This way, the data file you will obtain will have just three traces: the first trace is the
vertical component (Z), the second trace is the radial (R) component (or NS direction),
then third trace is the transversal (T) component (or the EW direction).

Two short notes

a. in case in just want to record some passive data (for instance to define the HVSR or
to record vibration data for a structure/building — please see the “Efficient Joint Analysis
of Surface Waves and Introduction to Vibration Analysis: Beyond the Clichés” book
published for Springer), you can connect the HOLI3C geophone directly to the
seismograph (without the HS seismic cable). If you connect it to the 1-12 connector, you
need to activate the channels 1 2 and 3 (as we saw before while using the HS seismic
cable). The meaning of the obtained traces will be the same: the first, second and third

traces will be the Z, R (or NS) and T (or EW) components. On the other side, if you
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connect the HOLI3C geophone to the 13-24 connector, you need to activate the channels
22, 23 and 24, which (secularly/symmetrically) will be now the T R and Z components,
respectively. In other terms, if you connect the HOLI3C geophone to the 13-24 connector,
the three traces you will obtain will be: T (first trace), R (second trace) and Z (third/last
trace).

b. As a matter of fact, in case we intend to perform an HS acquisition with a limited offset
(say 2-4 m) it is possible to connect the HOLI3C geophone directly to the seismograph
(without the HS seismic cable). This can be done in case we intend to investigate just the
very shallow layers. Please, have a careful look at the following photo/example: the
HOLI3C geophone (the blue small case on the left) is connected directly to the
seismograph while the source is, together with the trigger geophone on the right (in this
case the offset is 3.7 m and the joint analysis of the active data together with the HVSR
allow to characterize the soil down to about 10-30 m).
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How to easily obtain a multi-offset dataset (for phase velocity analysis - still
often called “MASW)” with our entry-level acquisition system (4 single-
component geophones + one 3C geophone)

The "basic" HoliSurface® system includes the HOLI3C 3-component geophone
and 4 single-component geophones (the vertical ones are used for MAAM, but we
can also work/provide with horizontal geophones, so to acquire the R and/or T
components). Everything is easily packed in a backpack (see picture below).

We connect the HOLI3C geophone to the end of the HoliSurface® seismic cable (see, for
example, the introductory video tutorial about the HS acquisition -
https:/lyoutu.be/hqjJvAxL6xQ) and the 4 single-component geophones (in this case the
vertical ones) to 4 channels of the same seismic cable, as in the scheme shown below
(for the adopted nomenclature, see our Springer and Elsevier books — dx is the
geophone spacing and mo the minimum offset).

The HoliSurface® seismic cable is then connected to 1-12 block of the seismograph.

Note: if we are using a 9-channel HoliSurface® seismic case and we connect the
HOLI3C to its final connector, we can connect the single-component geophone to any/all
of the 9 channels along the cable.

On the other hand, if we are using a 12-channel HoliSurface® cable and have connect
the HOLI3C geophone, the first three channels of the cable cannot be used since the
signals from the 3C geophone travels along the first three channels (in this case
channels/connectors 4 to 12 will be available, but not the first 3).

If we carry out only the first of the two acquisitions represented in the scheme below
reported, we obtain a dataset with 7 traces [the 4 single-component geophones + the 3
traces of the HOLI3C geophone referring to the Z, R and T components].

If we then move the source away by a length equal to dx/2, we obtain a second dataset
with similar characteristics but with different offsets/distances.

Let us imagine that we have 4 vertical geophones (the same ones used for the MAAM).
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In the example shown below, the geophone distance (dx) and the minimum offset (mo) of
the first datasets are both set equal to 7 m, while for the second acquisition the source is
moved to 10.5 m from the first geophone (mo = 10.5 m). This value is simply the
summation of the previous mo value (7 m) + half the geophone distance (7/2 = 3.5).

Removing the “wrong” traces

Now, in winMASW® Academy, from the single-component analysis panel, we upload the
first dataset (where mo = 7 m). In order to obtain a homogeneous dataset (remember
that now it also contains the R and T traces of the HOLI3C geophone), we have to
remove the R and T traces of the 3-component geophone (HOLI3C). If we have recorded
the data correctly, the second and third traces have to be removed. The first traces refers
to the Z component of the HOLI3C 3-component geophone and must be kept (since
along the cable we connected 4 vertical-component geophones). To remove these traces
click the "zeros/flips/remove" button and follow the procedure aimed at removing the
second and third trace.

Modifying the offsets

Having removed 2 traces, we must now modify the offsets by entering the correct values
("modify offset" button). Once we do it, we obtain a proper 5-trace dataset (referring to
the same component) with the correct offsets.

If the array is not particularly long and we are not too interested in high frequencies, a 5-
traces dataset may be sufficient (spatial aliasing is not a big issue - see e.g. Dal Moro et
al., 2003) but if we want to double the number of traces (halving the geophone distance),
we must also have recorded the second dataset (see image below) and perform the
same operations described above for the first dataset.

At this point we have two 5-trace datasets (in this case all the trace refer to the Z
component but we usually recommend to work with the T component, i.e. Love waves)
that we can assemble together with the "combine 2 datasets" tool available among the
winMASW® tilities.
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In the following, an example of the 10-trace dataset obtained following this procedure (the
dataset is analysed according to the FVS technique — see black contour lines that refer to
the Vs model shown below and match very well the field phase-velocity spectrum [colours
in background]).
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It is important to remember that for the analysis of phase velocities ("MASW") it is
often recommended to use horizontal geophones which allow working with Love
waves (as well as the radial component of Rayleigh waves).

The procedure is the same, with the only difference that if we were working with the T
(transversal) component, the traces referred to the HOLI3C geophone to be eliminated
would not be the second and third (as in the previous example) but the first and second
(which, if the acquisition is performed according to the scheme we recommend, are the Z
and R components respectively).
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The bottom-line point

Of course, the question that should be answered is always the same: why working with
multi-offset data (necessary for the determination of phase velocities) when the same
results can be obtained with the group velocities (which can be computed using a
single trace)?

Here is the FVS analysis of the phase velocities (above) computed considering all the
available 10 traces and the FVS analysis of the group velocities (below) computed
considering ONLY the last trace (see red square at the last trace). The subsurface
model is the same.

detasal: ZVF_PHASE_specum_10taces mat next shot BEHNS SN COMPIIMIOEHY SPACHUN. handling the spectra
5 phase velocity | [~ ¢ #K tering expiore spectrum e

sam 2] 2000 sampies [I—
) s P 20 | gawvelocty lineardinear < save | up ead | [ megs | | mode separation

1ype¥ [Rug] group velocity
Site Response

0 T T T T T I T I LT
=2 = 3 > 4 { k4 [
0.2 P } E- - — o ¥ 3
t > D e L
: . =
041 | 4 & o e
} ) ) ) S Y
0.6 | | | | » 7
[ T £
_08F ! | [ | | z
@ ) ) ) g
o 1 | °
£ | | | ) E
= o
| @
12 ! | | s
( 3
14+ ! ! |
| | |
16
| |
18
. - - . - y 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40
5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40
offset (m) E
modelling 8]
S synthetics (FVS) U
2 about Posson wmoia’ | 2F e ¥ 2
omMaR p—— J
resampling data selection filtering & spectra rofr. & refl. — ode ,D
NOTES T o fresh "
z fitar cancel _N refrJref. %2 general setting [ p— E
. a 4| e
i | @ s A B[ s compte | e | [
gt cancal save zpectrogram modify offsets fippolarity | refresh [ Retracticn effective (passive) ;
automatic O values 2
other toots & setting reporting
. repert DG
1.8 | time to visvelze (5. [ahow | [t wcattparemonn || tipat rases || show3D cta | estampituc || zwo pacding peipmm—) s ar 30 | maxcepth  rgEReE §
dstassl: ZUF_PHASE spscium_iDiaces mat next shot active data: compute velocily spectrum handiing the spectra [
sampling: 1 ms [1000 Hz] - 2000 sampiss [IS— phass velocity | [+ e tnenng i
! 20 oawveocty  lineardlinear - save | [upoas | [ mam | | moe seperation
P group velocty
normalized traces -
[ T AR T 3 :
B e I S S . S S
ozt | T 2 — T 1
i } 3 ] z -~ = L
0.4 | | \ e e
) ] ) 3
0.6 | | | ‘ 4 » »
) ] } ) y
| ]
_o8 | | b }
) ) ]
[ | | | 1
£ | ) )
12 | | | | )
| cancel picking
141 | | !
| |
161 ‘ | nsesion
181 | | inversion
oint D+HV inv.
. . . . . I
5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40
10 15 20 25 30 35 frequency (Hz)
offset (m) E
modelling [w]
v R SO — P — synthelics (FVS) u
7 al B = 108 1218 351 a1z n = v >
it | e ew | en mRERTUC 3
1. 278 [ e snow M &R [Carawo J
resampiing asts et fiering & spect et & ren ® a9 - 1
o i e cancat NOTES refre, oz 7 retresh [ atawmos
o antate general setting 12 o = = S— €
— AutoSpectra wosd | | eave = s om | | m
1= - R =R RISl =
= ancal - = modiy offsots. fip poty | ralsah 7] Retrence degts (bt 124 4 [ 2@ Tletrective [passive) 3
am = automatic G values 2
‘other toals & setting WV oo e ta CE] i — reporting
H (sirtace wases] = e L2 & purt DB g
18 tmetovisual shou | et — wcen | shoudDcata | tustampltck | 2w pading = = — 30| morcept g b3

The answer to the bottom-line question cannot therefore be found by following logic and
technical-scientific evidences, also considering that a professional/company is not paid to
"perform a MASW" but to determine Vs values (following the most appropriate method
according to the site and objectives — and there are really several possible methods [see
the manual of the HoliSurface® software application]).
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Appendix X: utility for the regularization of a response spectrum

The regularization of a response spectrum is a questionable operation since it modifies
the result of a simulation aimed at representing the real conditions (represented by the
actual Vs profile and the input quakes). Spectra regularization (carried out according to
the procedures indicated in the Seismic Site Response section of this manual) can be
applied to any response spectrum saved in a simple ASCII file like the one shown here:

Il response_spectrum_2regularize bit - Blocco note di Windows — — (m]
File Modifica Formato Visualizza 7
Response Spectrum
T(s)  sa(g)
8.910e 0.22147
0.0208 ©.22852
@8.830¢ ©.25488
B.84p8 ©.28388
@.850e ©.32588
0.0608 8.37361
a.878@ 0.45584
@.080@ ©.55853
@.890¢ ©.53718
B.1e8e @.52568
8.118¢ @.47792
8.1208 ©.4G6208
@8.130¢ ©.58442
@.140@ ©.52866
@.158e @.57737
8.1608 8.58696
@8.178@ ©.61885
@.1208 ©.60306
@8.198¢ @.75457
B8.2e88 0.73@35
@.210¢ ©.62175
8.2208 8.57651
@8.2308 ©.59754
@.240@ ©.66847
@8.258@ @.67776
8.26088 0.65789
@8.270@ ©.68676
@.2808 @.52520
B8.2908 0.4747@
g.Jege 9.43758
@8.310e @.42485
8.3208 ©.41366
@8.330@ 0.48457
@.340@ ©,41411
Linea 3, colonna 1 100%  Windows (CRLF) UTF-8

The first column reports the period (T) in seconds and the second column the
Accelerations (in units of g). When you upload this kind of file in the “response
spectrum regularization” utility, the software will ask you how many header lines are
present in your file (in this case there are two) and then what damping value (%) to use (it
must be the same as the one used for the computation of the original response
spectrum). As usual, the image and ASCII file you will obtain are automatically saved in
the working folder (image and regularized curve in an ASCII file having the same format
as the one above considered).

response_spectrum_2regularize.txt
T T T T

0.8 T
=== original E
0.7 == regularized (damping: 5%)! | 0 FO: 3.2328
0.6 U
- 3 Td: 1.6756
&)
205+ Jl
s || T
©04|] E Tc: 0.34508
5 ,
T | c
(‘(é 0.3 . ;
B ' Th: 0.11503
0.2 3
011 | ; amax: 0.18547
0 1 1 I 1 1 =
0 0.5 1 1.5 2 25 3 3.5 4
period (s)
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Appendix Z: the HoliSurface® technique in winMASW® Academy?

Remember that surface waves can be recorded and analyzed according to very simple
procedures that require a single 3C geophone deployed at a single offset:
https://lyoutu.be/hgjJvAXL6xQ

neos=e

..:‘0

youtube.com

A s s Focal Mechanisms Explained:
Introduction to the HoliSurface acquisition What are those “beach balls"?...

manual in progress
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Appendix Z2: managing files/results obtained via RayFract

Among the new utilities in winMASW® Academy you can also find the “manage RayFract
files” tool. You can use it to upload and visualize the GRD files obtained with RayFract (a
software for the refraction tomography that we distribute).

About the format of the RayFract output (in RayFract): it is fundamental to choose the
“‘DSBB” format (Surfer6 binary grid file).

manual in progress (here just the basic information and a few snapshots)
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Appendix Z3: the SEGY2ELIOSOFT tool to manage segy passive data

Segy format is quite popular but has a limitation in the number of samples per trace
(32767 is the maximum number of samples per trace). For this reason, passive data
saved with such a format have a “special” structure and need to be properly managed in
order to be fully exploited for our analyses. If you recorded your data using for instance
one of the NuSeis nodes, you can use this tool to easily upload and analyze the data in
the ESAC panel (which is a panel doing much more than the standard EASC analysis!).
In winMASW® Academy, the tool SEGY2ELIOSOFT can be accessed both from the ESAC
panel as well as from the utilities panel.

In HoliSurface®, the tool SEGY2ELIOSOFT can be accessed from the utilities panel.

Important preliminary note

The segy files we manage require a meaningful name because our software
applications arrange them according to it. The file names must therefore have an
increasing number that may for instance refer to the Serial Number of the node or the
position along a line.

Example:

The following files refer to three nodes deployed inline one after the other. The node
1006 5002 is the first one, then we have the 1006 5003 and then the 1006 _5004. The
last number is the component: “ 1" is the vertical component, “ 2” is the H1 component
(R) and “_3” is the H2 component (T, i.e. Love waves).

1006_5002_1.sgy
1006_5002_2.sgy
1006_5002_3.sgy

1006_5003_1.sgy
1006_5003_2.sgy
1006_5003_3.sgy

1006_5004_1.sgy
1006_5004_2.sgy
1006_5004_3.sgy
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Procedure

The use of this tool is quite simple and, once having fixed the working folder (where you
have all your segy files), you just need to strictly follow the following sequence of
operations:

#1. Upload all the files about the Z (vertical) component

#2. Upload all the files about the Radial (or North-South) component

#3. Upload all the files about the Transversal (or East-West) component

#4. Insert any note you find useful to remember something about the acquisition/site

#5. Add the inline positions (in case the survey was along a straight line) or, in general
terms, the x positions for each sensors (in meters) [x is the inline axis].

#6. In case your survey was not along a line, insert the y positions for each sensors (in
meters) [in case it was along a straight line you can let this field empty].

#7. In case you want to resample the data, just select the new frequency in the pop-up
menu above the “arrange data” button (remember that in case you are working with
HYBRID data for the HoliSurface technique, you need to work with high sampling
frequencies of 1 or 2 ms, i.e. 1000 or 500 Hz).

HoliSurface® & winMASW® - re-arranging NuSeis segy data

working folder

This tool is aimed at reading and properly
re-arrange the segy continuous data recorded
#1. upload Z-component segy files for instance with NuSeis nodes.

#1. Upload all the components and fix all the
parameters.
#2. Fix the two options (synchronous data? Do
#3. upload T_component segy files you want SAF ﬁle_s for each node?)
#3. Eventually click the "arrange the data" button
) and you will obtain the files properly re-arranged
write here your NOTES about the survey and ready to be uploaded in the ESAC panel.

#2. upload R-component segy files

[Isynchronous data [Jcreate SAF files resampling

In case the data were recorded simultaneously, you need to active the “synchronous
data” flag and in case you want to create a SAF file for each node, you can active the
“‘create SAF files” flag. Of course, you can save SAF files only in case data are

synchronous.
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The creation of the SAF files is necessary in case you want to work with the HYBRID
approach in HoliSurface® (in that case, you typically have the data of just two 3-
component nodes).

Now you are ready to obtain the re-arranged data through the “ARRANGE DATA” button.
You will obtain a single file (with the .mat extension) that you can upload in the ESAC
panel (in winMASW® Academy).

On the other side, the HoliSurface® users that intend to work with the HYBRID approach
need the two SAF files that can be uploaded through the button “HYBRID data” in the
two main panels of the software HoliSurface® (“HoliSurface” and “HS (disp) + HVSR”
panels).

Few more details

For winMASW® Academy users:

In the ESAC panel you can upload both the single-component segy files (Z as “main
component”’, R as “H1 component” and T as “H2 component”) or, in case you previously
re-arranged the data using the SEGY2ELIOSOFT tool, you can upload the obtained .mat
(Matlab/ELIOSOFT format) file as “main component” (second icon from left along the
toolbar) and you will actually upload all the three components at once.

For HoliSurface® users (HYBRID data):

In order to extract the active shots produced during a hybrid acquisition, once you have
re-arranged the data and obtained also the SAF files for each of the two (or more)
point locations, you will click the “HYBRID DATA: extract active shots” button (in the
“‘HoliSurface” or in the “HS (disp) + HVSR” panel). You will choose the “TWO files”
option and upload first the SAF file of the node nearby the source and then the one of the
receiver (away from it) [see the HoliSurface® manual about the HYBRID acquisition
approach that allows you to simultaneously record the data for the computation of two
HVSR curves and the active shots for the analysis of the multi-component group
velocities and RPM curve].

Z component

nede positions

L4 *
5 10 15
x position (m)
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Any software can inevitably have some issues often due to the application of procedures
different from those designed by the programmers.

Before contacting us, please carefully read this section of the manual

Please, report any other problems to winmasw@winmasw.com always indicating:
1) the User ID (UID) and Serial Number (SN) of your USB dongle

2) your release (e.g., winMASW® Academy 2023)

3) the operating system of your computer (e.g. Windows 10 — 64 bit)

Both the error and the situation in which the error occurs must be clearly described:

4) Always include the snapshot of the black (background) DOS window at the
time of the error

Some problems originate from the invasive influence of some Antivirus software

In those cases, before worrying try to disable your antivirus (or to add ELIOVSP to the
software that the antivirus should trust and ignore).

Consider installing the AVG anti-virus (free and more discreet/reliable than many others).

Few important notes

1. winMASW® and HoliSurface® and ELIOVSP only work on 64bit operating systems: we
strongly recommend windows 10 and 11

2. Update often your operating system ("windows update")

3. Some anti-virus software (currently with AVAST, AVIRA, PANDA, Trend Micro
Internet Security and Eset Nod32 - which we strongly advise against) may not be able
to understand that the hardware protection system used for winMASW® and HoliSurface®
is not a virus. The installer should be able to instruct the antivirus to ignore the contents
of a certain installation folder. If you are not able to do so, we recommend a "smarter"
anti-virus (e.g. AVG)

4. Pay attention to keep your PC in order with frequent cleaning and optimization
operations possible with different software (for example Glary Utilities). A computer is a
highly complex machine that must be taken care of (a Desktop with dozens of files and
folders are usually the first evidence of dangerous deficiencies in this sense).
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Example of things not to do:

“D:\DATA\Vienna site\HV spectral ratio\HV#1 Z-N-E.saf”

Example of how to name folders and files correctly:
“D:\DATA\ViennaSite\HVSR1\HV1_ZNE.saf” ﬁ

(underscore is a character that does not give problems)

In the following few possible problems that can be easily solved by the user

First possible problem

If, when launching the software, you get an error window with a message similar to the
one shown in the following window (the MATLAB Runtime version number changes
over the years), the problem lies in the incorrect software installation; in particular, the
Matlab libraries have not been (correctly) installed.

We recommend you to carefully read the "README.PDF" file available in the software
DVD/USB and carefully follow the simple instructions (and check that the installation
process is fully and properly carried out).

Error =

Could not find version 9.2 of the MATLAE Funtime,

l v Attempting to load mclmeorrtS_2.dllL
Please install the correct version of the MATLAE Runtime,
Contact your vendor if you do not have an installer for the
MATLAE Runtime,

Error "Undefined function or variable 'matlabrc
(visible at program launch on the DOS window).

Solution:
1) activate (in your Operating System) the display of hidden folders and files (the
procedure can be easily found on the internet);

2) manually delete the "temporary"” folder of the Matlab Runtime Compiler

Go to the folder C:\Users
[username]\AppData\Local\Temp[username]\mcrCache[version] and erase it.

3) re-install the file MCRinstaller.exe in the "prewinMASW" folder of the winMASW
installation CD (i.e., simply run the executable MCRinstaller.exe).

At this point everything should be fixed and you can try to run your winMASW®,
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Error "Starting parallel pool (parpool) using the 'local’ profile ... Error using
parpool (line 103) Not enough input arguments.

or

Error "Cannot create output file” (or similar)

(visible at program launch on the DOS window).

no deeper processing
Intervals: 87
Error using name (line 182)
Cannot create output file "C:\Users\umbig\Desktop\Nuova cartella\Coherences_and Spectra.png’.
r in print (line 71)
r in saveas (line 168)
r in signalCHARACTER (line 220)
ror in computehv>done_Callback (line 2097)

r in gui_mainfcn (line 95)

r in computehv (line 17)

Error in matlab.graphics._internal.figfile.FigFile/read>@(hObject,eventdata)computehv('done_Callback’,hObject,eventdata,g
uidata(hObject))

Error using uiwait (line 81)
Error while evaluating UIControl Callback.

Solution:

- search for the sub-folder "MathWorks" in the folder "users" (or "C:/users") and
delete it. Attention, it is not a "C:/user/MathWorks" folder, it is a folder inside one of
the "C:/user" folder, so search for "MathWorks".

- do the same for the mcrCache folder (always within the folder in C:/users). In some
cases / systems, depending on your software release, the folder may also be called
(for example) mcrCache9.2.

In some cases this folder is more easily identifiable with a search from C:/ (and not
from the sub-folder C:/users). For example, you will find the folder "C:\Users\John\
AppData\Local\Temp\John\mcrCache9.2", which must be deleted.

At this point everything should be fixed and you can try to launch ELIOVSP
(HoliSurface® or winMASW®).

- if this does not work, re-install the MCRinstaller.exe file in the "preELIOVSP" folder
on the ELIOVSP installation DVD (i.e., simply run the MCRIinstaller.exe executable).
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Invalid field name "wmic is not recognized as an internal or external command"

In some Windows 11 update packages, a crucial component (WMIC) has been made
optional.

If an error like the one above occurs, perform this simple operation. Go to settings,
search for 'Optional Features' and add WMIC.

setting -> optional features -> add WMIC

REMOTE SESSIONS

In case it is necessary, we can arrange a remote session via AnyDesk.

< AnyDesk

1) download and install the Anydesk software (https://anydesk.com) and provide

In that case:

us with your ID (identification number of your PC)

2) send to winmasw@winmasw.com an appointment request for a remote session
[it is important to be on time and carefully follow the provided instructions].

What is AnyDesk? Have a look here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g3W1nBbtgEE

MESSY DESKTOPS — NO ASSISTANCE

In case your Desktop looks like the one in the following snapshot, we cannot provide any
assistance. A computer is a sophisticated tool that requires care. The hardware and
software tools used for our daily work need to be properly managed and maintained.
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Multi-component MASW (phase velocities) and MFA and HoliSurface (group
velocities) [Rayleigh & Love], ReMi, ESAC/SPAC, MAAM and HVSR data

If you send us your data for MASW/ReMI/ESAC/SPAC/MAAM/HoliSurface and HVSR
analyses, please remember to provide us the necessary information about the data
(geophone distance dx, minimum offset mo, etc).

The best way to do that is to use the file naming described in the Elsevier book
(see paragraph 2.2)
If you recorded your data for passive analyses (ESAC/SPAC/ReMi/HVSR/MAAM), please

indicate the orientation of the array with respect to main noise sources such as streets,
industrial facilities etc.

It is also necessary to provide us with some information about the stratigraphy.
Please, also provide us with a photo with the GPS coordinates of the site.

If you use your smartphone and the App MapCam or GPS Map Camera], the GPS
information (Latitude, Longitude, Altitude) is automatically reported in the output report.

Action cameras Drones

www.winmasw.com

Please, keep in mind that:

if you want to have areliable Vs profile we strongly recommend you the
acquisition and analysis of three observables:

Rayleigh waves + Love waves + HVSR

Therefore, we usually expect 4 seismic files (let’s imagine dx is 4 m and mo is 8 m):
- RVF_dx4_mo8 (for the radial component of Rayleigh waves)

- THF_dx4_mo8 (for the transversal component,. i.e. Love waves)

- HVSR_central [3C passive data in the middle of the array]

- HVSR_EndArray [passive data in another point along the array, e.g. at the end of it]
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To keep it simple: it is often impossible to obtain the correct Vs profile through the
analysis of the data recorded using (just) vertical geophones and the interpretation of
the modal dispersion curve(s) (this is the standard approach that, unfortunately, some
fellows still consider the MASW technique).

ADAM-2D

Apparent Dispersion Analysis of Multi-component Data - 2D

Acquisition and processing of multi-component data for the characterization of vast (2D) areas
[see the “The ADAM-2D data processing service we offer” section of this manual]

Thanks to the opportunities which originated from the synergies with some European
partner companies and our procedures based on multi-component FVS (Full Velocity
Spectrum - Dal Moro et al., 2014) approach, we are now capable of acquiring and/or
processing (multi-component) data aimed at characterizing large areas (2D and 3D) from
the geotechnical point of view.

3-CSF-ZVF-dx2-mo3-26 3-CSF-ZVF-dx2-mo3-27
1400 2 1

1200
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o
o
o

800

600

velocity (m/s)
velocity (m/s)
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o
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5 10 15 20 25 5 10 15 20 25
frequency (Hz) frequency (Hz)

Observed and processed velocity spectra analyzed according to the procedure
described for instance in Dal Moro et al, 2014 and Dal Moro et al., 2018).

Acquisition and Analysis of Multi-Component Surface
Wave Data for the Geotechnical Exploration of Vast Areas

ADAM '2 D www.winmasw.com
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H S H OI is U rface effective and holistic

analysis of surface waves
SR = www.holisurface.com and vibration data

1..... HVSR

Horizontal-to-Vertical Spectral Ratio

2 ..... HS/MFA

HoliSurface (improved MFA)
(multi-component active seismics by using a single 3C geophone)

3 ..... MAAM

Miniature Array Analysis of Microtremors
(micro-array passive seismics)

4 ..... Vibrational Analyses

Vibrations UNI9160 & DIN4150
Building resonances (flexural and torsional modes)

5 ..... SSR (Standard Spectral Ratio)

Empirical Determination of the Site Amplification

Tons of utilities to efficiently manage the data and present m (handling
GPS data, trace selection editing & filtering, vertical stacl ich more)

efficient seismic exploration and vibration data analysis
by means of active and passive data acquired by using
just one 3C geophone and 3 or 4 vertical geophones

The background photo shows a model of the Mars Rover Curiosity (courtesy of Mattel), the
vehicle used for the exploration of the Red Planet. The same way as the Rover efficiently
explores very remote and extreme environments, the active and passive methodologies
implemented in HoliSurface require very light and easy-to-carry equipment and limited
space, but can nevertheless providing very robust subsurface models.
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Two versions of the 3-component geophone we provide: one with a
Cannon (NK27) connector (on the left), the other with three connectors
(on the right).
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MASW and refraction/reflection geophones: commercial legends

Sometimes they propose you two sets of (vertical) geophones: the 4.5 Hz set for the
so-called MASW and the 10 or 14 Hz for the refraction/reflection data.

Of course, if you know the fundamentals of seismics, you should understand by
yourself that this is totally meaningless (so a huge waste of money) and that you
actually just need the 4.5 Hz geophones.

Why?
For at least two very obvious reasons:

1. 4.5 Hz geophones "include everything" above a certain frequency (say above
more or less 2 Hz - below that frequency the amplitude is normally too low).
Low frequencies are necessary for analyzing the surface wave propagation
(MASW/ReMI/ESAC/SPAC etc.)... but they say that for refraction studies you need to
"focus" only on the high frequencies (say between 10 and 200 Hz - above that
frequency the information is completely irrelevant for us).

Well, if you acquire a dataset with your 4.5 Hz geophones, you can very easily
remove the low frequencies with a simple high-pass filter. This way you can use the
same data both for MASW (using the low frequencies) and, by removing the low
frequencies with a simple click of the filter tool in winMASW®, for refraction/reflection
studies.

2. But is it really necessary removing the low frequencies for analyzing the
refracted events?!

Actually if you just focus on the very basic principles of refraction studies, you will
easily understand that this is not even necessary.
Just consider the vertical component (so the Rayleigh waves and the P-wave
refraction): Rayleigh waves are much slower than the refracted P waves (not by
chance what you pick in a refraction study are the so called first arrivals).
This means that Rayleigh waves arrive much later with respect to the first arrivals
related to the P-wave refraction.

So, if you carefully analyze a dataset acquired using 4.5 Hz geophones you will see
first the P-wave refraction and then (much later) the arrival of the Rayleigh waves.
So there's no so-to-speak "interference" or problems in having (in the same dataset)
both refractions and Rayleigh waves (things are actually different if you want to
analyze the reflections, but in that case a simple high-pass filter will be enough).

So, save your money to buy a set of horizontal 4.5 Hz geophones for acquiring Love
waves and the radial component of Rayleigh waves (and of course for SH-wave
refraction/reflection studies)!

And always ask the polarity of the geophones (some techniques require to know it)!

winMASW® Academy has a tool for uploading and filter a series of datasets at once.
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ELIOVSP®

our software for DownHole (DH) seismics

Joint analysis of P- and SH-wave travel times also jointly with the HVSR
(Horizontal-to-Vertical Spectral Ratio), so to increase the investigated depth

20 ELIO-YSP' - VerticalSesmic Profilng [wwwwinASW.com]
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To get a copy of the ELIOVSP manual, send an email to winmasw@winmasw.com

You will discover a new (simple but comprehensive) way to handle DH seismics.
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DOUBLE BOREHOLE 3C GEOPHONE

www.winmasw.com

source

geophone distance
(usually 1 m)

depth
(referred to the first geophone) ¥ i
[first three traces]

ELIOVSP software

joint analysis of DH seismics & HVSR ©
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